How much..

I like to play with computers. Both hardware and software. I
like to take them apart and then put them together again. My
first computer was one I put together from bits and part. I’'ve
added this and that, played with software and hardware. And
since I work in the computer field, it is like getting paid to
practice my hobby.

Many times I’'ve helped friends with their computers. I’'ve
replaced hard drives, installed software, added memory and
video cards for friends. There are times when they want to pay
me for the things that I do. I feel a bit strange about taking
money for helping my friends. I never know how much to ask or
accept. After all, I am again getting paid for something I
would do for fun.

Funny as in strange, my wife had the same problem. She was
very good with everything involved in thread, yarn and
material. She enjoyed working and creating with these things.
Again she would help out friends when they needed a bit of
sewing, knitting or some other needlecraft done. She often
wondered about how much to accept or charge when friends
wanted to pay her.

I have no such worries when I go to work. I know what I get
paid to do my work. Why would I think that something less than
my hourly rate is to much too charge for computer work.
Someday I may figure it out.
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