I’'ve Always Been (Crazy, But
It’s Kept Me From Going
Insane

I had to borrow the title of this blog post from one of my
favorite Waylon Jennings tunes because I talk to animals, and
some people would say that makes me crazy. Crazier yet 1is
when the animals talk back to me..

As it is always tremendous fun for me, yesterday’s visit to
the zoo did not disappoint. And while we made our way to the
exit near closing time, I was turning over in my head the
questions I ask myself and my co-visitors after every zoo
trip: what was your favorite animal that you saw today and
why? I was having a hard time deciding; everything was great,
but nothing stood out as being extraordinary.. until my chat
with the cheetah. He was looking directly at me, and I said,
“Hi Cheetah!” and he said, “Mew.” I couldn’t believe it, so I
said 1t again, to which he gave me another, “Mew.” Now I
didn’'t realize that cheetahs meow and sound just like your
average housecat, but upon much research when I got home,
this is one thing I 1learned about an animal that never
fascinated me as much as others until it talked to me. From
now on, I will always stop by the cheetahs to say “hi” because
I think we are now buddies. I also found a cute little video
of cheetahs meowing, much like my new friend at the Toledo
Zoo!
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Help Me Find..

A while ago, I came across an extremely cool website — it was
an alphabetical list of animals and which zoos in the world
had the species on display. My computer since crashed,
launching my previous list of bookmarked sites into a
cyberspace void. I’ve been trying to find this site again
lately, but to no avail. I know some fellow tangenteers are
good at doing research and also like a good challenging hunt.
The prize? Getting to use the list to locate the zoo of any
animal species you wish [J

Oh yeah — and you win my thank you.

That’s A WHAT?

We visited our local zoo this weekend (to feed my zoo
addiction, it had been awhile), and when I got home, as
usual, I decided to research some of the animals we observed.
As I was researching these animals on the internet, I came
across some ultra-cute baby animal pics, and I thought I might
make a fun game on my blog of having people guess which animal
is what type of baby — HAVE FUN! Don’'t worry about posting
your guesses — other people can just ignore them or use them
as hints if they get stuck.
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Here is an added picture of the same
type of animal, a little older — per a request in the comments
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This Economy Stinks!

A few weeks ago, we found out that one of our favorite summer
activities will not be an option this year. The Fun Spot
Amusement Park in Angola, Indiana will not be opening 1in
2009. This park was absolutely perfect for a family with kids
the ages ours will be this summer: 9, 5, 2, and 1. They have
(had) lots of rides for the little ones, as well as zoo
animals like tigers, lions, parrots, and deer. They also had
a few awesome coasters for Mom and Dad, and we were planning
on bringing along a friend or a Manny (man who is a nanny; see
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some of my previous posts) so we could indulge in some coaster
action together, a rarity for us. But alas — Fun Spot is a
victim of this bad economy. The message on the home page of
their website says it all: “Due to the Economy, Fun Spot Park
and Zoo Will Not Be Open For The 2009 Season”.

Where is President Obama? I thought his campaign promises
entailed the repairing of the economy? The Fun Spot in Angola
was perfect for our family — it was only about 45 minutes
away, the price was right — it was only $56 for our entire
family to see the zoo and ride the rides and even the
waterslides all day. And that was before using any coupons
that were always available (they would even offer good grade
discounts that allowed our oldest FREE admission!) Compare
these prices to Cedar Point, which is 2 hours away AND would
cost our entire family $128 for one day, not to mention that
Cedar Point is much less targeted to young kids — plus Cedar
Point has long lines in which to wait, something that wasn’t a
concern at Fun Spot. I can only hope Fun Spot will re-open in
2010 or at least before my kids grow up — we have some amazing
family memories of Fun Spot, and I can only hope there will be
more to come!

Adding to my angst about losing Fun Spot, I just found out
yesterday that Ball Quest in Defiance, Ohio will not be open
this season either. Ball Quest had a mini-golf course, a
driving range, and batting cages. We had lots of fun there
last summer as well, and it was a place we visited often with
friends. We even had some batting cage tokens left over! But
the sign on the gate of Ball Quest says, “Not open due to
increased taxes. Thank County Commissioner Kime”. QOuch — a
little bitterness, it seems? Ball Quest was a small family
owned business. My friend once showed me the “tea room” they
had decorated beautifully in a Victorian motif. I wonder what
will happen to gorgeous room and its antique furniture,
complete with an antique wooden high chair? I really loved
min-golfing at Ball Quest — the course went up a small hill



that overlooked beautiful NW Ohio farm fields.. and I’'m not
sure if there are other batting cages nearby! Yet another
source of family entertainment — GONE! If they keep going at
this rate, we’ll be left with nothing in no time! People
complain all the time that families just don’t do as much
together as they used to and as they should, but if family
entertainment keeps getting shut down, that trend will only
continue and increase! Here is a picture of my girls having a
blast at Fun Spot last year — their baby brother was to be
born only two weeks later. It was over 85° that day, and I
was physically miserable, but we all still had SO much fun!

The Crabby Magician

Saturday was one of the funnest days I’'ve had in a long time.

I've been having major zoo-fever lately, and my husband knew
this and renewed our Toledo Zoo membership online before I
even woke up Saturday morning. When I finally arose, he said,
how about going to the zoo today? So we packed up all the
kids, and took advantage of the almost 50° weather and headed
to the zoo. We first ate lunch at our new favorite eating
establishment in the Toledo area; a place called Nick’s Cafe
on Reynolds Road in Maumee. They have excellent gyros and
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scrumptious Greek salads, just to name a couple of their
delicious dishes.. pretty much everything is made from
scratch. Potatoes are sliced up for french fries right there
in the kitchen, gyros are off the spit, the burger meat 1is
hand-rolled.. you get the idea. Awesome food and great service
too. Highly recommended from this hard-to-please food critic!

On Saturday, everyone at Nick’s was staring at us because of
our feur five adorable kids — we let our oldest invite her
friend along who had slept over the night before. It made for
a mini-van filled to capacity, but I'm so glad we invited her
because she 1is a great kid, a big help (especially with our
little ones because in her family, she is smack dab in the
middle of 5 in birth order and knows how to help in cases of
sibling rivalry!), and she had never been to a zoo before! If
I had known that, we would have taken her sooner.. Every kid
needs to get to a zoo! This little girl is 9-years-old and for
me, a highlight of my trip on Saturday was getting to witness
her experience the zoo for the first time: the cuteness of a
real-life cheetah, the immensity of a white rhinoceros, the
playfulness of the baby orangutans.. I'm currently reading
Jack Hanna’s new book, My Wild Life right now and it details
many of the trials and tribulations the Director Emeritus of
the Columbus Zoo has gone through to get where he is today.
In one chapter, he addresses his many critics (people who
protest live animals being held captive in zoos, as well as
protesting Jack’s taking animals on television show appearance
tours), and Jack says something in defense of these practices
which I completely agree with: Captive animals are ambassadors
of their cousins in the wild. We NEED to have zoos and reach
out to the public with animal tv appearances; 1it’s the only
way to get people to care enough to help with conservation.

So anyway on Saturday, after lunch, we made our way to the
zoo. When we first got in, we discovered there was going to
be a magic show in the Museum of Science (one of those old
Works Progress Administration buildings from the post-Great



Depression era; I love their architecture!). We settled in
with the kids looking forward to a fun show. My husband is
into magic, and we staged a magic show for our local theater
company a few years ago, so I know a little bit about how some
tricks are performed — enough to know that this gquy hired by
the Toledo Zoo last Saturday was simply awful. First, he
began the show with a crabby demeanor. He didn’t have much
charisma or charm; he wasn’t very good with the kids, and his
tricks stank — everything he performed could be bought in a
magic store for under $100 — for the whole lot! And during
the show, he would literally sum up his tricks with one
sentence — “and that’'s the magic coloring book.” Also,
according to my husband, he continuously broke one of the
cardinal rules of magic — telling his audience what to expect
ahead of time. For example, he had a ball trick where he told
the audience, “Wouldn’t it be amazing if the red ball were no
longer on the top?” And then magically, it wasn’t.. Amazing
trick, maybe; amazing magician, I think not.. On top of all
that, he messed up some tricks (which happens, I guess.. a
little hard to forgive when it involves tricks this simple,
but..), and announced the fact that he did indeed mess them
up! Oh well, this “magic” show was free with zoo admission.
I was a little anxious after the first 7 or 8 minutes; wanting
to make sure we had enough time to see actual animals, but the
kids seemed to like the show, so we did not leave the magic
show before its finale. I will mention that we literally
broke into a run when the guy announced that he was doing a
puppet show next.. Our 4-year-old was asking to see it, but I
cannot imagine what that quy (his name is Chris Clark and you
can click on his name to visit his website if you’'re
interested in renting a magician entertainer popcorn machine)
would do with puppets, so we told her we missed the puppet
show.. Besides, we were at the zoo to see animals, and we were
running out of time! Here is a picture of the crabby magician
(sorry Derek for the large pics — I don’t really have time to
be trying to figure out how to change code):
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But not a terrible experience, because look at the amazement
on the face of our 4-year-old when she witnessed the “magic”:



Luckily, we did get out of the magic show in time to see lots
of animals at the zoo. The elephants were moved from their
outdoor exhibit to indoors, and in the process, they crossed
the path right in front of us zoo visitors:



JimINInyIE

L Ll L]
. EENEED

[
1
1

I
1
1
]
1

Then, the silverback (dominating male and largest) gorilla was
sitting right up against the glass of his exhibit, and at the
Toledo Zoo, the visitors are allowed to get right up close and
personal with the great apes. Unfortunately, I had run out of
available space on my camera after taking so many pictures of
the worst magician in the world — I was worried people
wouldn’t believe me about how awful he was,so I made sure to
snap lots of pics! But anyway, the silverback gorilla was
right there, and as we did with the chimp just minutes before,
we held up everything we had in our arsenal (double-stroller)
that we thought might interest him, but all to no avail.

Maybe he likes shiny things, we thought, so we held up our car
keys. Maybe he will recognize babies, we decided, so we held
up our 7 month old son.. and no reaction (held up the baby
with caution since witnessing a gorilla CHARGE a little boy
and pound the glass really hard in his exhibit in Omaha
Nebraska years ago).. This gorilla stayed cool as a cucumber



and didn’t react to any of it.

My one complaint about this zoo visit (besides the magic
show!) is: where the heck is the octopus? He is usually one
of our favorite animals to see at the zoo, and this time he
was missing — something else was in his tank. That's
disappointing, the octopus was always fascinating for our
family and fun to watch. I hope nothing bad happened to him..

Dinner at Steak N Shake after the zoo was also a fun treat -
yes, even Steak N Shake is a treat when you live in a rural
utopia like we do since the closest decent sit-down chain
restaurant is an hour away. A fun treat (had to be something
casual after a big day with 5 kids who had had a sleepover the
night before), and Disney, our 2-year-old, went poopie on the
potty for the first time EVER at Steak N Shake! That reminds
me, we used to live in the same town — Normal, IL (which 1is
actually anything but normal) as the very first Steak N Shake
restaurant — it is (or at least was 10 years ago when we lived
there) still in its original building — too bad I wasn’t into
history as much then as I am now.. Oh well, anyway, extremely
fun time at the zoo. And as I always ask the kids, what was
your favorite animal that you saw today? Mine was the
silverback gorilla. He was magnificent. For awhile, the
gorillas were my favorite animal to see at the zoo. Then we
visited frequently last summer and got to know the family of
orangutans, especially dad Boomer (an extraordinary orang
because he actually plays with and helps care for his
offspring — orangs in the wild and even in captivity are very
easily annoyed with youngsters). Boomer and the fam are doing
great and only fell short of being my favorite animal at the
zoo this weekend because of the close proximity of the
humongous silverback gorilla.. Maybe my preferences will
reverse next spring when I visit and the orangs are back
outside and pushing their button which sprays water upon
unsuspecting zoo guests.. Looking forward to that!



Z00 Traveler

I really like to travel (NO FLYING THOUGH!), and we were
fortunate enough to do lots of it — before we had so many
little kids, of course. We still try to make a yearly trip to
Florida, especially while we can still fit the entire family
in one car — something that soon won’t be easily accomplished
as the kids grow older. At each travel destination, I have to
admit that my favorite tourist attraction is always the local
zoo. I made a list of all the zoos and/or wildlife parks I
have visited, and I hope to add to it soon! Here is the list
by state, country, or territory, followed by the city in which
it’s located. An asterisk following the zoo means it no
longer exists. I put notes about some of the places 1in
italics as sort of a guide in case you’'re interested in
visiting one of those particular attractions and want some
info straight from a tourist’s mouth.

California:
Sea World San Diego
San Diego Zoo

Canada:

Bird Kingdom Niagara Falls Aviary, Niagara Falls, Ontario
Marineland, Niagara Falls, Ontario — this place is very cool.
You can hand-feed deer, Beluga Whales or even Orcas (Killer
Whales). You can throw food down to bears who beg and do
tricks. There are also a variety of amusement park rides for
the whole family. Look at me petting the Orca!
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Washington, DC
National Zoo

Florida:

Wooten’s Wilflife Park, Florida Everglades — a cool, family
owned place where you can see animals on display; including
alligators, crocodiles, and Florida panthers. You can also
hold and feed baby alligators! I wonder if they still exist;
their website hasn’t been updated since ’'06!

Sea World, Orlando

Gatorland, Orlando

Animal Kingdom, Orlando

Idaho:
Zoo Boise, Boise

Illinois:

Brookfield Zoo, Brookfield — this is the zoo I grew up going



to. In the 80’s when I was a frequent visitor, they had many
‘celebrity’ animals, with interesting stories to match.

Shedd Aquarium, Chicago

Peoria Wildlife Park, Peoria

Cosley Zoo, Wheaton

Glen Oak Zoo, Peoria

Henson Robinson Zoo, Springfield

Miller Park Zoo, Bloomington — yuck, not one of my favorite
places. Their tiger exhibits consisted of teeny tiny cages,
and they had a really scrawny, terrible looking tiger, at
least in the late ’'90’s when we lived in the area. Hopefully
they’ve cleaned the place up.

Scovill Zoo, Decatur

Indiana:
Ft Wayne Children’s Zoo — a perfectly sized zoo to visit with
kids. They have a wide variety of animals and some nice

exhibits. They just recently built a chair-lift type ride
that will take you over the lion exhibit once it’s finished —
cool and scary at the same time!

Potawatomi Zoo, South Bend

Fun Spot, Angola

Michigan:
Binder Park, Battle Creek

Minnesota:
Minneapolis Zoo, Minneapolis

Missouri:
St Louis Zoo, St. Louis

Nebraska:

Henry Doorly Zoo, Omaha — I know they’ve since rebuilt it, but
when I visited back in 2001-2002, they had a teeny-tiny
exhibit for the gorillas, which made them none too happy. I
actually witnessed a huge male gorilla charge a kid and beat
on the glass from his small exhibit — scary!



Henry Doorly safari park, Omaha

Folsom Children’s Zoo, Lincoln — a very nice little zoo
located in the heart of Lincoln. 1It’s so well-laid out that
you can forget you’re in the middle of a capital city, and
they have lots of animals in a variety of nice exhibits.

Ohio:

African Safari Wildlife Park, Port Clinton — I love this
place! You can feed deer, elands, huge buffalo and a variety
of hoofed mammals from the comfort of your own vehicle. In
season, they have pig races, animals shows, and camel and pony
rides for the little ones.

Akron Zoo, Akron — I was really impressed with the layout,
exhibits, and the happiness of the animals — a very impressive
little zoo!

Cincinnati Zoo, Cincinnati

Cleveland Metroparks Zoo, Cleveland

Columbus Zoo, Columbus — a zoo no one had heard about until my
favorite celebrity, Jack Hanna got ahold of it and made it a
world-reknown facility. Huge zoo, and the only place to see
my favorite animals, manatees in my home state of 0Ohio!

*Sea World Ohio, Aurora — we actually lived in Illinois at the
time we visited here, but I’m glad we got to see it before
they sold it to Six Flags, who sold it to Cedar Fair. Any of
the other Sea Worlds are quite a hike from IL or OH for that
matter, especially for a non-flyer such as myself.

Toledo Zoo, Toledo

Pennsylvania:

Pittsburgh Zoo — very impressive zoo! Lots of kid-friendly
playgrounds and interactive areas. The polar bear habitat
looked really cool — people go through a tunnel that the bears
can swim over — but we didn’t see it since the bears weren’t
in the pool. I NEED a second look at this zoo and will
definitely allow more time when I get back there!

ZOOAMERICA North American Wildlife Park, Hershey — We did not
care for this zoo at all. We visited in the late ’'90’s, so



maybe they’ve added more to it by now. But at that time, they
only had animals indigenous to North America, and let’s face
it, those are easy to spot in most areas of the U.S. And
let’s face it, the real star tourist destination in Hershey 1is
the chocolate factory!

South Dakota:

Great Plains Zoo and Museum, Sioux Falls — I visited here with
my family when I was 15. This place was amusing to us because
attached to the zoo is the museum, which has many taxidermied
specimans. We joked that this zoo had more dead animals than
live ones!

*Marineland, Rapid City — note the asterisk, this place
doesn’t exist anymore, thank goodness. When we visited in the
summer of ’93, they had dolphins and sea lions held in such
tiny cages and pools, it was sickening. I haven’t been able
to find much info on this place, but I’'m sure they were shut
down because of poor treatment of their animals. I can only
hope the animals found a better home.

Bear Country USA, Rapid City — a cool drive-thru bear habitat
experience — keep those windows rolled up!!! And check out
the baby bear nursery — so adorable!

Wisconsin:
Henry Vilas Zoo, Madison
*Serpent Safari, Wisconsin Dells

GRAND TOTAL AS OF 2009:

41 animal-themed places in 2 countries, 13 states, 1
district.. and counting!



Cute And Cuddly? I Think Not.

Did you hear the one about the Chinese man who found himself
in a dilemma? His son’s toy fell into the panda enclosure at
the zoo, so he jumped in after it. The panda attacked him,
and because the creatures are so coveted in China, he didn’t
fend off the animal because he feared he would injure him. He
survived the attack, as did the other 2 victims of this
particular panda. But as the below article notes, in China,
there is no “3 strikes, you’re out” policy for pandas because
they are so highly regarded. Particularly amusing is the tale
of the drunken tourist who was also a victim of this malicious
panda. Read about Gu Gu the not-so-nice panda here:

(CNN) — Gu Gu is not your typical soft and cuddly giant panda.
Zhang Jiao was attacked by Gu Gu the panda when he fell into
the pen at the Beijing Zoo on Wednesday.

Zhang Jiao was attacked by Gu Gu the panda when he fell into
the pen at the Beijing Zoo on Wednesday.

For the third time, he’s tasted the flesh of an unwitting
intruder in his pen at the Beijing Zoo.

His most recent victim was 28-year-old Zhang Jiao, who told
CNN he fell into the panda pen Wednesday while trying to catch
a small toy thrown by his young son.

“My son and I were playing with a panda doll, throwing it to
each other, when I dropped with the toy” into the pen, Zhang
said.

The barrier around the pen is about 5 feet tall, but on the
other side is a drop of 9 to 10 feet, and Zhang says he could
not climb out.

That’s when Gu Gu went on the attack.

The 240-pound giant panda sunk his teeth into Zhang’s left leg
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before moving on to the right leg.

“The panda is a national treasure, and I love and respect
[him], so I didn’t fight back,” Zhang said. “The panda didn’t
let go until it chewed up my leg and its mouth was dripping
with my blood.”

Zookeepers needed to use tools to pry open Gu Gu’s jaws.
Zhang said he never imagined a panda could be so vicious.

“I always thought they were cute and just ate bamboo,” Zhang
said.

According to Dr. Wang Tianbing, who treated Zhang, his wounds
were severe, especially the damage done to the muscle and
ligaments in his left leg.

“Normally, we think the panda 1is very tender animal, but
actually it’s a bear, not a cat. If the animal thinks it will
be hurt by human beings, it is very dangerous.”

Wang should know. In 2007, he treated another one of Gu Gu’s
victims, a 15-year-old boy who climbed into the pen to get a
closer look. A year earlier, state media reported that a
drunken tourist tried to hug the panda, who bit him. In an odd
twist, the tourist reportedly bit back.

But being an endangered species and much-loved national icon
means there’s no “three strikes and you’re out” for Gu Gu.

In fact, there’s a possibility Zhang may face charges for
entering the panda pen.

Zoo officials did not respond to CNN’s request for an
interview but are reportedly considering new measures to keep
tourists out of Gu Gu’s pen.

A panda’s mouth dripping with blood? That sounds like a
horror movie!



Pet Roll Call

Once again, we have a bit of a food chain residing as pets 1in
our home. When my cat passed away a year ago now, it left a
hole in our household food chain. Although it’s not quite as
balanced as it was when the cat was here, today we find
ourselves with a small zoo nonetheless. Here is the roll call
of pets in our house:

Charity — almost 1l-year-old female Jack (Jerk) Russell
Terrier / Australian Shepard mix with one blue eye and one
brown eye. An extremely feisty but lovable loudmouth who
doesn’t hesitate to let you know what she wants, when she
wants it. Will even growl for petting! World’s worst puppy =
World’s best family dog.

Beesly — nearly 7-year-old cocker spaniel mix with extremely
thick fur. We once shaved her and to our astonishment, she
became a much smaller dog because her fur is so thick! She
really likes it outdoors, and we call her nordic (of or
pertaining to the north, where it’s cold) because she doesn’t
seem to mind the cold at all — probably can’t feel it through
that blanket of fur! We adopted her from the humane society
in March 2008, and we’re SO glad! GREAT with kids and an
extreme snuggler. The only problem we have with her is her
nasty dog breath! O0Oh, and her uncanny ability to escape. She
can open doors and can somehow (repeatedly, not just a fluke!)
unhook her way off of 2 dog chains at the same time! Luckily
for us, she always comes back.

Squawky — an 8-year-old Scarlet Macaw parrot. After living
with him for 7 years, I do not recommend parrots as pets! He
screams (and I mean ear-splitting) constantly — a repairman
once asked us if we had a pterodactyl behind the door after
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hearing him scream. But he 1s beautiful and drops gorgeous
feathers all the time. And having him has been an awesome
learning experience for us and the kids. He can talk and is
very curious about everything. His vocabulary includes: hi,
here kitty kitty, hi bird, and sometimes he just mumbles
nonsense that sounds like human words. 1In his spare time,
Squawky likes to watch The Price is Right and Animal Planet.

Oreo — one of our new rat additions. He is gray and white and
smaller than Bobby Jack. He seems a little more curious and
less picky about food than Bobby Jack. Had a close call with
Charity this morning.

Bobby Jack — off-white colored rat who doesn’t like his rat
food. He enjoys many of the treats we’ve given him,
especially junk food. Just after we got them, he was the
snugglier of the two, but I think he was just tired from his
journey home from the pet store because now he’s as hyper and
curious as his brother Oreo. They are 5 weeks old, and so
far, we would agree that rats make great pets! They don’t
bite like gerbils and hamsters, and they don’t scurry like
mice. They are fairly clean animals who groom a lot, are very
intelligent and easily trainable. I think one of the reasons
they’re not popular pets to have is because of their super-
short lifespans, about 1.5-3 years only. []

Francis — the ladybug I found that became my new pet before I
had the rats. I put him in a bug catcher, and then he went
MIA. Good news — today I found him. Turns out, there was a
little pocket in the bug catcher where he was hiding. I would
check the bug catcher every now and then, and today I saw that
he had re-emerged from hiding!

No Name — another ladybug I found in the house. I won’t kill
any bugs I find unless they’re mosquitos — and how I enjoy
killing those things! But any other bug I try to set free,
and I just can’t send ladybugs out into the Ohio wilderness to
freeze to death. No Name is in a little container in the



kitchen.. I wonder what would happen if I put him in with
Francis?

Mally — Ok, she’s no longer part of our family physically, but
we will always remember her. Since I mentioned her earlier, I
thought I'd put her on the list. She was a 10-year-old inbred
farm cat. My husband and I were in college, and we drove all
the way out to a farm to get a kitten after reading an ad in
the newspaper. By the time we got there, we wanted a cat so
badly that we got one even though the owners said the mother
cat had mated with a boy from a previous litter, which is how
Mally came to be. Because of this, she was never ‘quite
right’, and was always the size of a kitten. We named her
Malice as a joke, but we always called her Mally. I was her
world, and she hid from everyone else, prompting family and
friends alike to joke about our “invisible cat”. But she
existed, I swear, and she was very sweet, at least with me.
She liked to lie on my pregnant belly and would ‘groom’ my
hair. I miss her a lot and wish I could get another cat, but
I'm allergic. I was allergic to Mally, but there was no way I
was going to get rid of her. I got her before any of my kids
were born, and so I doted upon her and spoiled her while my
husband was working in the wee beginning of our days
together. For those of you who never saw her, here is my
little cat:
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Crazy Busy

In the past few days, I’'ve been able to catch up a little, but
I haven’t written much before today and yesterday because we
have been too busy having fun!

It started last Friday when we took the kids out to the Fun
Spot in Angola Indiana. We had a great time, but I think I
learned a lesson about taking 3 kids out for a full day of fun
in the sun while I'm trying to nurse a full-term pregnancy.
It was over 802, and we ran out of water and I got sick. I
think what pushed me over the edge was trying to watch my 20-
month-old as she sat at the edge of a pool while my other
children and husband went on the water slide. 1It’s hard to
explain to someone who doesn’t know, but being this hugely
pregnant is basically like being incapacitated — if my toddler
had fallen into the water, it would have taken me way too long
to get over to her. There was a lifeqguard present, but still
I was a nervous wreck and the stress of the situation was too
much, so I picked her up and took her away from the pool.
This of course made her cry, and so the exhaustion came from
trying to redirect her and do something else in the heat.. it
was all just too much for me when all I wanted was a seat in
the air conditioned arcade. And for his part, my husband only
got to go down the waterslide once which also made me feel
badly because he had so much fun, but I just couldn’t handle
our toddler any longer in the heat alone.

After the water slide fiasco, we made our way to the animal
area — they have a macaw parrot and a few baby deer and some
big cats. They are rescue cats; lions and tigers and a
cougar, and I'm not sure where they were rescued from. I was
a little disenchanted with how small the animals’ enclosures
were, but since they are large cats and spend roughly 20 hours
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a day sleeping, I think it’s a good thing that they’ve been
rescued at all and get food and shelter every day.

Then it was time for more rides, and this place is built for
kids my daughters’ ages! They have about 10 kiddie rides
which all 3 of them could ride, and my 8-year-old still really
enjoys these since she’s not ready for big rides yet. Her
little sister, on the other hand, cannot wait until she is a
little taller and gets to ride the 4 roller coasters the Fun
Spot also has. Then they have several middle-of-the-road
rides for everyone, like flying boats, a scrambler, a tilt-a-
whirl, and even more I'm not mentioning. Compared to the
carnival that just left our town, admission into the Fun Spot
is a steal — it was $4 for me, a non-rider who just wanted to
visit the zoo. Our little toddler cost only $4, and she was
able to ride about 10 rides. Our 4-year-old was $8, and my
husband and our oldest were $16 each. So for a grand total of
$48, it was a full day of family fun and much cheaper than the
traveling carnival or even the county fair, based on what you
get for your money. And I have to add that in June — too bad
it’s over now — but in June they had a special promotion where
if you bring in a report card with A’s and B’s on it, the kid
that earned them gets in free! So subtract $16 from our $48,
and our day of fun was only $32 — we were really pleased. The
only problem with the place is that they are at the mercy of
the weather always, and with all the rain and storms we’ve
been getting, our day of fun was no exception and was cut
short when a sudden storm moved in. But it was only an hour
and a half away from closing anyway. Also, we had been about
to leave as it was, and the staff handed out half-price
admission coupons, so we will definitely be back when I can
enjoy some of the rides myself after the baby is born. And I
will be able to give hubby another few rounds on the water
slide! We were so pleased with the place that we tried to go
back Sunday since we wanted to take advantage of the report
card promotion one more time before June was over, but alas,
the weather foiled our plans and we ended up at Crazy Pinz in
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Fort Wayne, Indiana instead. Still a fun day, but no where
near the value of Fun Spot. Crazy Pinz 1is an indoor
entertainment place, and they have an arcade, mini-golf,
bowling, and a 3-story play area for the kids. We’ve been
there before and really liked it, but this time, everything
had changed and was MUCH more expensive. But, we had 4 little
kids (brought a friend along) who really thought we were doing
something really fun that day, so what could we do but spend
the day at Crazy Pinz regardless. I have to mention that
somehow, on the way to Fun Spot on Sunday, my husband and I
got to talking I guess and somehow missed the exit and
overshot the place by about 20 miles. (Sorry for not using
you, Mr. GPS, I thought I knew where we were going!) Then Fun
Spot was closed for rain, so we had to head down to Fort
Wayne, and overall we ended up spending an extra $20-30 on
gas.. Kind of a big oopsie with gas prices being so high in
this day and age. It was a bad luck kind of day, but we did
end up salvaging it, and overall, it was an AWESOME weekend.

Saturday we went with friends to see the movie Wall-E and then
visited a friend who is recovering from heart surgery. He 1is
doing well thankfully, and we all enjoyed our visit together —
even the kids, who played with cats and bugs and other
creatures found around their house in the country. We ran up
to their church which was having an ice cream social and
enjoyed delicious food and homeade ice cream — a dream for a
pregnant lady — YUM! Wall-E was pretty good and as it turns
out, the Pixar people had a brainstorming meeting years ago,
and this is the last film to be made from ideas presented at
that meeting. Others are A Bug’s Life, Monster’s Inc., and
Finding Nemo, so needless to say, that brainstorming lunch
should go down in history! I have to say I was a little taken
aback by the lack of human dialogue in Wall-E. Even after
seeing the previews, I wasn’t prepared for it. I think this
is what may have finished off my 4-year-old since she had to
leave the movie theater with dad before the movie was even
half over. She’s been able to make it through the last 5-10
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movies we’'ve been to in a theater, so that’s why I think it
was the lack of dialogue in this one that did her in. It was
a cute movie though, but not on par with Pixar’'s latest
features like Monsters Inc. or especially Finding Nemo, at
least in my opinion. Then again, it was SO different, mostly
because it was so futuristic that I suppose it’s hard to
compare to the others.

So yeah, fun extended weekend, even though piles of laundry
await my folding. If you'’re anywhere nearby, head out to
Angola, Indiana and visit the Fun Spot, it’'s well worth it
especially if you have really little ones — it totally trumps
a place like Six Flags with their high admission prices and
long lines.

About the Zoo..

Oops, I forgot to mention a few things about the Potawatomi
Zoo in South Bend, Indiana in my post the other day. Even
though it was small and not very well taken care of from an
aesthetic point of view, we had some of the best animal
encounters there — can’t believe I forgot to mention them.

First, they have a white tiger, and he was right up against
the glass. We could see his beautiful eyes and everything.

The African lions at this zoo have a small exhibit (but didn’t
seem to be unhappy in the slightest), which means we were able
to see them pretty close up also.

The red pandas were very active and we got to see them
climbing around. This creature is so agile, he made climbing
branches of trees look like he was climbing stair-steps.
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They had a baby Amur Leopard who was born in Decemeber and had
just been put on exhibit 2 days before our visit. He was so
cute and curious. He climbed all the way up the cage wall and
tried to get on the ceiling, then he had a little trouble
getting down, but he was so excited when he did it, and mom
scolded him a little bit — it was awesome to see that kind of
interaction.

So overall, it was a great zoo experience. A cute little zoo,
even 1if it could use some touch-ups.



