Happy Mother’s Day!

Another weekend has come and gone — and quickly too, it was a
busy one! And this post title is already outdated because
I've been so busy I haven’t had a chance to write until 2
days after Mother’s Day!

Friday night saw me doing some volunteer work for a local
theater board. It wasn’t really work; basically it consisted
of me making sure the audition process for our summer show
(Joseph — my favorite!) was flowing smoothly. It was fun,
though I'd be lying if I didn’t express my concerns about my
hubby giving his audition his best shot. More about THAT
later, based upon whether he makes the show or not..

Saturday was my daughter’s 5th birthday party. As usual, none
of the 18 kids from her class called to RSVP, but I was tired
of worrying about it — been there, done that, ever since our
oldest started inviting friends to her birthday parties. I
don’t know why parents can’t figure out how to RSVP. The day
before the party, when we hadn’t heard from anyone, I did make
sure we called one friend of the birthday girl’s who always
attends her classmates’ birthday parties, and luckily she
showed up. We allowed our older daughter to invite one of her
friends, just so we could be sure we’d have at least some kids
joining the lame birthday party crowd of Mom, Dad, Grandma,
and Uncle Bud. Thank goodness we did that, otherwise my
daughter would have had NONE of her own friends show up at her
own birthday party! Luckily, she was fixated on the slumber
party that would take place at Grandma’s hotel later that
night, so she didn’t really seem to mind the one-kid turnout.

Of course, the one kid that could come was a very high-
maintenance kid, and she also had an accident minutes after
arriving at our house. AND, in order for her to be able to
come at all, she had to be dropped off at noon — 3 hours
before the party was to start! But like I said, it was all
worth it for our daughter to be able to have a friend at her
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party.

Saturday night my mom was very generous with her offer to take
all 4 kids in her hotel room! Hubby and I ran like the wind,
seizing an opportunity to go to a drive-in movie theater kid-
less, even though neither of the movies sounded very
intriguing. But we had never been to a drive-in together, and
we found a place 45 minutes away. It was so cool; it was out
in the country; basically a farm that people converted into a
drive-in. A very far cry from the crowded drive-in I used to
visit as a teenager in a suburb called West Chicago — not a
very good area now, and even back then, there was always a
squad car patrolling inside. Not the case here — we were in
the middle of the country, and this place even had a little
snack truck and games you could rent for free while waiting
for the movie to start (cornhole — a regional favorite and
some mini-golf holes). The movies — Wolverine and 12 Rounds —
were not very thrilling, and the peaceful night air and late
hour did us in and we both fell asleep. Well, it had been
huge day and they can’t even start the first move until almost
9:30 when it gets dark enough, so no wonder. And, Jill the
GPS routed us into some construction on the way back so it
took us an hour to get home at 1:30 in the morning!
Construction in the pitch black middle of no where late at
night when you're SO tired can be very disorienting! We
didn’t have any kids all night thanks to my mom, but we had to
get up early the next morning to get breakfast before church
so by Sunday night, we were dragging! I should have really
taken a nap, but I was having such a great Mother’s Day..

We went out to breakfast Sunday morning, and then my mom and
uncle stayed to check out our church. It was a Llot of fun
for the kids to show them around, and I loved Sunday’s message
about motherhood. It was punctuated by a few wonderful
videos, and the pastor took a break from our ‘Fearless’ series
to focus on mothers and our special day — I really enjoyed
it. Especially the surprise Willie Nelson song they played at



the beginning of service! The pastor made sure to mention how
difficult Mother’s Day must be for those who have lost
children or for those who can’t have children, and I
couldn’t help but wonder about the people whose mothers have
passed on — must be an extremely difficult day for them too.
I have a few friends in that position; including one who lost
her mother not more than a few months ago. So as much as I
was enjoying my Mother’'s Day, my thoughts and prayers were
also with those who didn’t find the day a cause for
celebration. Here’s hoping you had a great Mother’s Day in
2009 with many more to come!

Mediocrity

Two things I was looking forward to watching today turned out
to be disappointing. The first, a new horror movie in
theaters called “The Ruins®“, I wouldn’t classify as a bad
movie. It was entertaining, at least.. I say that a lot about
movies, I know. But if they hold my attention, aren’t boring
(like The Night Listener), and don’t disgust me too much (like
Doomsday), then I generally don’t consider the movie a waste
of my time because I really like watching movies, spending
time with my husband, and I just overall enjoy the movie
theater going experience.

But as far as horror movies go, “The Ruins” is not my idea of
a good one. I won’t even go into the acting skills; it'’s so
unimportant when talking about this kind of movie. No one
stood out as horrible or unwatchable, and that’s all that
matters in a movie like this. I did lose a side bet with
Hubby about whether or not one of the actors was also in the
Texas Chainsaw remake — he was — but no matter, I really
wasn’'t too sure about it anyway. The premise was interesting;
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4 twentsters (people in their early twenties. Hey, I just
made that up because as far as I'm concerned, many of them
still act like teens, might as well give them a goofy name to
go with their attitudes. Maybe it’ll catch on..) on vacation
in Mexico follow this German guy (actor with a fake accent.
Why they couldn’t just find a German actor is beyond me, but
whatever) they just met on a trek miles into the jungle to see
some ancient ruins. When they get there, they end up trapped
on top of the pyramid thing by the natives who believe the
ruins are cursed. That'’s basically it. The movie was pretty
fast-paced, however, once I realized that the “monster” of
this horror movie was plant life, somehow it wasn’t very
scary.. Also, everything creepy was already shown in the
previews — I HATE when they do that to movies! None of the
characters were very likable, so when some met their demise,
it wasn’t all that shocking nor disappointing. I don’t know
why the movie was rated R — I've seen much scarier PG13
movies, they could have cut out the nude scene, and the gore
in this movie was all (POTENTIAL SPOILER ALERT — IF YOU CARE)
mercy limb cutting. I was thinking the movie could redeem
itself with a good resolution, but that was not to be. I
can’t see any replay value of this movie. Worth seeing once
but not again. One good thing though, it didn’t have you
leaving the theater feeling like crap about humanity, like
Doomsday or some other movies I've seen — that'’s always a
plus.

On to disappointment #2 — Secret Talents of the Stars. A show
about “celebrities” — and some people who call themselves
celebrities who I’'ve never heard of — who try their hand at
other talents than what they’ve become famous doing. What was
I thinking you ask? What would this shameless attempt at yet
another celebrity reality show have that made me want to watch
it? The answer — hype. It was hyped so much that I actually
fell for it. And I really wanted to see Clint Black (I'll
forgive you this once if you don’t know he’s a major country
music star) attempt stand-up comedy. That was until I
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actually saw Clint Black attempt stand-up comedy. Not very
funny. And the show seems fixed too.. ok, what show like this
isn’t, but still... the “judges” all loved Clint Black'’s
comedy.. probably because he was the most hyped star of the
show, and they wanted to make sure he’d be in the semi-
finals. And then there was George Takei, of former Star Trek
fame, now most famous for coming out of the closet, sad to say
that has overshadowed his years on Star Trek, but I for
one had never heard of him before he came out.. So, 1n
between several obvious and Clint Black-ish (meaning not very
good) type gay jokes, George sang “On the Road Again”,
originally by Willie Nelson. And if you don’t know who that
is, you’'re on your own, I'm not going to spell it out for
you! Needless to say, he butchered it and got kicked out of
the show — big surprise. The other 2 contestants tonight -
Sasha Cohen and a singer called just Mya, were trying for
talents that were somewhat related to their profession anyway
— something I did not think was fair. Figure skater Cohen was
being an acrobat, while singer/entertainer Mya was tap-
dancing! The show 1is stupid, the format is obvious, the
judges lines are scripted.. but why will I be watching next
week? Another country music star, Jo dee Mesina will be
trying her hand at something other than country music and
rehab. Low blow there, and I apologize.. it’'s late, and I
seem a wee bit crabby, maybe I should have gone to bed instead
of staying up until 11 to watch this dumb show..
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