
A Time Capsule – Literally
And while I’m on the subject of time capsules, the following
article about hidden history really caught my eye:

(CNN)  by  Kelly  Marshall  —  A  long-hidden  message  has  been
discovered  inside  Abraham  Lincoln’s  pocket  watch,  the
Smithsonian’s Museum of American History announced Tuesday.

Watchmaker Jonathan Dillon was repairing Lincoln’s watch in
April 1861 when he heard about the attack on Fort Sumter,
South Carolina, and wrote a short message on the metal inside
the watch, the Smithsonian said.

There it remained, unseen for almost 150 years, it said.

In a 1906 interview with The New York Times, Dillon reported
that as soon as he heard the news about the first shots of the
Civil War, he unscrewed the dial of the watch and wrote on the
metal, “The first gun is fired. Slavery is dead. Thank God we
have a President who at least will try.”

The actual message that the museum found differs from the
watchmaker’s recollection. It says, “Jonathan Dillon, April
13-1861, Fort Sumpter [sic] was attacked by the rebels on the
above date J Dillon, April 13-1861, Washington, thank God we
have a government, Jonth Dillon.”

According  to  the  Smithsonian,  it  was  not  unusual  for
professional watchmakers to record their work inside a watch.

“Lincoln never knew of the message he carried in his pocket,”
said  Brent  D.  Glass,  director  of  the  National  Museum  of
American History.

The museum decided to open the watch after being contacted by
the watchmaker’s great-great-grandson, Doug Stiles, who had
heard  about  the  message  Dillon  said  he  had  inscribed  and
wanted to see if it was really there.

https://www.tangents.org/history/a-time-capsule-literally/


I think it’s really cool that this window into history was
only recently discovered.  If we had known about it all along,
I don’t think the message would carry as much significance. 
The fact that the message’s existence was the subject of a
family legend only adds to the mystique, and it’s a good thing
the museum decided to follow up on the great-great-grandson’s
tip!


