
Tale Of Tartar
I did not go to Walmart yesterday, but I still have enough of
a complaint to sit and write a blog post about the place!  In
case you’ve missed my other (many) Walmart rants, I’ll save
you the search and link to a few of the various episodes
depicting the times they wronged me.  Like this time.  And
this time.  And this time, to name a few…

So anyway, back to last night – I needed tartar sauce for
dinner and didn’t realize it until after the kids got home
from school, so I ran out (for what I thought was going to be)
really quick to get some.  I went to Walgreens first, but they
don’t carry tartar sauce, so I went across town to Dollar
General, and they don’t carry tartar sauce either.  Is this a
side effect of living in a small town – it’s hard to find the
things I need last minute if needed?  If so, I will gladly
take it in exchange for the traffic, air pollution, and the
general stress that exudes from larger cities (see hubby’s
blog post about a recent news article about the most stressed
cities – ew).  But most likely the apparent lack of tartar
sauce in rural NW Ohio is due to scenario #2 – ever since we
got a Super Walmart a few years ago, the competitors have
phased out certain grocery non-necessities like tartar sauce. 
Why should they carry old crusty tartar sauce when no one buys
it there because everyone shops at Walmart?  I begrudgingly
include myself in that category – you can read those previous
posts of mine if you really want to know more about my Walmart
paradox and why I shop there.  (At least my kids were never
slapped by strangers, and I haven’t shown up here – yet.)

If you’re still with me – I’ve linked all over the internet in
this post, so I wouldn’t be surprised if I’ve lost some people
–  I’m going to blame Walmart for my lack-of-tartar-sauce
problem.  And in case you’re wondering how it all turned out,
it really wasn’t a problem after all.  We just convinced the
kids to try ranch dressing instead of the tartar sauce, and
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they actually liked it – well, until the ranch dressing came
out too fast and spilled and incited a tantrum that caused a
chain reaction that ruined dinner, but that’s another post! 
And before my comment board lights up with healthy eating
advice, I’m already aware that the kids really shouldn’t grow
up so sauce-dependent.  But in these parts where the kids
outnumber the adults, you must adapt to survive, and “pick
your battles” is essential parenting advice!

Now I REALLY Hate Walmart
And my husband is on the bandwagon too.  My husband is a
clearance maniac – he loves finding good deals on stuff that’s
been  marked  down  from  its  original  price.   He  found  he
especially loved the clearance deals at the Defiance Ohio
Walmart, which is not too far from us.  But yesterday, that
changed…

It turns out that the Defiance Walmart, which is only a few
months  old,  by  the  way,  changed  their  clearance  prices
overnight!  They used to have some really good discounts, and
it was fun to go there and try to find them.  But now,
they  haven’t  just  changed  the  way  they  mark  stuff  down;
they’ve taken actual clearance items that were already marked
down and marked them back up!
Case in point:  My husband had a Plantronics Headset that he
bought last week for $5.  It broke, so he was going to return
it, but he forgot it at home.  No problem, he thought, I’ll
just buy a new one for $5 and return the old one another
time.  WRONG – unless he wanted to spend $21 on the new one! 
That’s right, they took a $5 clearance item and marked it up
to $21 – more than quadruple the price!!!  So he asked the
lady in electronics if they raised their clearance prices, and
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she said, “I’m not going to lie to you.  We did raise the
prices.  They took away our clearance budget.”  Whatever that
means.  Not something I, the consumer, should be concerned
with…  except that they took all the fun out of clearance
shopping at Walmart!  And of course the people at customer
service couldn’t help us return our headset since we didn’t
have the broken one with us…  their suggestion?  Buy a new one
for $21, then return the broken one later for $5 – thanks but
no thanks!  Here are some other examples of clearance items
that  they  re-inflated:  ATI  Video  Card  from  $50  to  $115,
Panasonic Cordless Phone from $30 to $69, and a US Robotics
SkypePhone from $5 to $16.  Each of these items had at least a
100% increase in price.  I understand that the economy sucks
and inflation and blah, blah, but I think Walmart should have
kept these items on the clearance where they had them; then
started their new clearance policy with new clearance items. 
I mean, come on, is Walmart really that worried about going
broke?

The bottom line is, Walmart keeps finding ways to take away
whatever fun is left in shopping.  First it was by playing
their little pricing games that get us to spend more and close
down their competition, and now they’ve taken away their good
clearance deals.  Well, maybe their policies will bite them in
the you-know-what come Christimas time when they don’t have
any  room  on  their  shelves  for  the  new  Christmas  products
because no one wants to touch their crappy clearance items at
their not-so-clearance prices!

Rollback, Shmollback
Now that I’m well on my way to full recovery after being
unable  to  do  normal  things  for  so  long  because  of  the
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pregnancy and cesarean, I’ve resumed my big grocery shopping
days at Walmart.  And since I haven’t been there much in the
past few months, I was shocked to find how much many of the
prices have raised.  So this inspired me to make a list of all
the prices I remember from when our Super Walmart opened 26
months ago.  I did some math, and this is what I came up
with.  The first price is how much the item was for the first
few months the Super Walmart was open.  The second price is
how much the item is now, and the percent is the percentage
the price has increased in 26 months.

parmesan cheese – $2.94 to 4.18 = 42%
american cheese singles – 1.98 to 2.58 = 30%
shredded cheese – 1.98 to 2.58 = 30%
garbage bags – 1.67 to 2.98 = 78%
bananas – 19¢ to 58¢ per pound = almost 49%
toilet paper – 1.00 to 1.24 for a six pack = 24%
baby wipes – 1.44 to 2.16 for one pack = 50%
baby formula – 10.64 to 11.88 per can = 11%
milk – 2.00 to 3.80 = 90%

I’m no math whiz, but if I did the calculations correctly,
this is insane.  I realize there is inflation, the economy is
terrible, and food comes in on trucks which use gas whose cost
has also skyrocketed, but this is still ridiculous.  I used to
love Walmart for their one-stop shopping concept, but now I
hate them for ruining the little guy and for always changing
their prices.  It makes it impossible to shop around for the
best price unless you have no job or kids – and they know it. 
WALMART SUCKS!  But I will keep shopping there, and they know
it.  Why?  Because with 4 kids, I don’t have time to go to a
bunch of stores trying to find the best price.  I need to go
where I can get it all under one roof.

Ok, I’m done venting…  at least until my next Walmart trip…



Rollbacks Are Extinct!
Just a short little venting post because I made my weekly stop
at Walmart today…  and not one, not two, but THREE price
increases awaited me!

1.  drawstring kitchen garbage bags – when I started shopping
at Walmart in Ohio only 5 years ago, these were $1.33 / box of
20.  Last time I went to Walmart, they were $2.88 for the same
box, and today, they are $2.98 for the same box that was $1.33
not more than 5 years ago!  That is more than DOUBLE the price
in 5 years!

2.  bananas – when they opened our brand new SuperWalmart a
few  years  ago,  they  pretended  like  the  regular  price
of bananas was a cheap $.29 / lb.  but the truth is, I haven’t
seen them at that price since!  They have gone up and down
constantly, and are now a whopping $.67 / lb – the most
expensive bananas I have ever seen and I refuse to pay it! 
And let’s face it, Walmart has the worst looking produce I’ve
ever seen!

3.  dryer sheets – before today were $.88 / box.  Today, they
decided we should have to pay $.96 / box.  If they go over $1,
I will no longer be getting my dryer sheets at Walmart.

To  complete  my  complaint  session,  I  actually  had  to
email Walmart the other day to complain about their photo
service.  I used to get all my digital photos made into prints
at Walmart because it was cheap and convenient.  I would order
between $1-$10 at a time.  Since I have a lot of kids, they
(used to) get lots of business from me.  But now they won’t
let me pay for my orders in the store.  I like to order the
pictures when I take them; sometimes there are only a few at a
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time.  And I refuse to sit there and make teeny weeny charges
on my credit card over the internet every few days – it’s a
bookkeeping nightmare, not to mention how little trust I have
in Walmart after all the other crap they always pull.

About the grocery prices, I understand that there is something
called inflation, but this is ridiculous!  No wonder Walmart
has  abandoned  their  “rollback”  campaign  –  rollbacks  are
extinct!


