And back to the start..

Last week Tuesday, my youngest and I dropped off our little
corgi with the newlyweds. They agreed to watch him while I
took her sister back to Florida. Good exchange. Watch a dog,
so your sister could be in the wedding.. More on that when I
get the full story.

We then drove to Toledo to spend the evening with the rest of
my family, and to get an early start the next day. The truck
was full of stuff to get to Florida, so packing our clothing
was an adventure. I should put an ad in for the Space Saver
Bags. They gave us a more room for more stuff.

Travel is always and adventure, even more so with two (or
more) young children. I didn’t know how they would react to a
long car trip, so I was prepared for anything. Plenty of kid
friendly snacks (somewhat healthy too), and dr. inks. Our
early start was later than I would have liked, but we did have
time for a good and filling breakfast. (Not me, the pizza we
had for dinner the previous night did not agree with me, some
way to start a trip.) Loaded up and on the road at around
9:00.

My youngest had a sore neck from some sleeping arrangements or
playing with her niece and nephew (not sure which). That made
an interesting note to the trip too. We stopped for a break
and to pick up a pillow for my youngest about 2.5 hours into
the trip. Good timing. So far the grandkids are behaving very
well. They would sit and watch out the windows or color (Color
Wonders are a marvelous invention). There were a few are we
there yet questions, but they were great.

We stopped for lunch at one of my favorite places in OHIO. A
little side jaunt took us to Cedar Falls State park in the
Hocking Hills area. A quick walk down the path showed us that
the falls were indeed falling. This time of year, the falls
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are usually reduced to a trickle. Back on the road for more
driving.

We took an easterly route to Florida this time, picking up
Interstate 77 in West Virginia. The trip through the mountains
was breathtaking. I really like that area. Beautiful country.
Easy sailing well past dinner time and then we ran into fog in
the mountains (or were those clouds?) This would add a good
hour or two to our drive time. We pulled into the Hotel around
10:00 PM. My grandson was worn out and ready for bed (sort of)
and my granddaughter wanted to explore (she fell asleep
first). Me, I was happy being with my family. It was a good
day (even with the fog). Our stop was just north of Charlotte
NC. More fun on the second day of driving...

Burn After Reading

I'm not a huge Coen brothers fan, but I do find their movies
interesting. Like many of the Coen’s movies, Burn After
Reading is about normal people who come across an illegal way
to make lots of money, become obsessed with it, and
consequently watch their lives unravel. Frances McDormand, a
Coen brothers movie regular (and I found out why — she’s
married to one of them), was great in this movie. She plays a
woman named Linda Litzke, a gym employee who is obsessed with
reinventing herself via plastic surgery. She, along with a
gym co-worker played by Brad Pitt, come across a CIA agent’s
(played by John Malkovich) disk at their gym and bumble
through a scheme to use it as blackmail. They are truly a
couple of idiots, and Brad Pitt’s performance as the big
doofus Chad is hilarious — might have been my favorite part of
the movie, and this is not coming from a Brad Pitt fan or
anything like that. Not that this movie is a comedy, don’t
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get me wrong. I suppose it could be classified as a dark
comedy, but I would say it’s more of a suspense film with some
comedic moments. As with any Coen brothers movie, there are
numerous twists and turns, so I'm going to cut my synopsis
short for fear of revealing any spoilers. Go see it, watch
how the events unfold, and you’'ll be entertained. Besides
Brad Pitt’s character, my favorite part of the movie was how
they told the story — as a case file being discussed by a
couple of FBI agents. If you’'re a Coen brothers fan already,
then I'm sure you'll love it — it is everything Coen: money,
foiled scheme, setting — the Coens are famous for making the
setting of their movies very integral in the plots, and this
one is no exception. Washington, DC and the surrounding area
of Virginia is the locale of choice for this one, and it’s all
very important to the relation of the events and how they
unfold. This movie features a few Coen movie regulars like
Frances McDormand, George Clooney, and Richard Jenkins (who
also gives a great performance as the forlorn gym manager, by
the way — they really make you feel sorry for his character).
Better than No Country for 0ld Men, The lLadykillers, and_O
Brother, Where Art Thou?, Burn After Reading is second only to
Fargo when comparing it to other Coen brothers movies in my
opinion. An entertaining 96 minutes at the movies — this one
goes by fast. And make sure you pay attention; if you miss
something, I could see where it would be difficult to catch up
— a lot happens in those 96 minutes!

The joy of videos

Many times when a teacher’s absence is planned he or she will
plan something even the most brainless substitute can handle.

Often this is a test or book assignment. Other times, like
today, it’s a video. Actually yesterday I showed a video in
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5th grade, but that was only one half hour out of the entire
day, so that doesn’t count. You see, I am talking about
middle school with its repeated lessons throughout the day.
This is where videos can turn the most brainy into the one of
those most brainless by the end of the day. Since it was
social studies (not language arts as I said yesterday) the
same lesson plan was done six times. That 1is six times
showing the movie Shenandoah, or at least the first 35 minutes
of it. This movie stars the late James Stewart as a farmer
and father of six boys and a girl in 1864 Virginia, during the
Civil War (oxymoron: nothing civil about that war). His wife
had died sixteen years ago and so he raised his family on his
own. Though he is Virginian he is staunchly opposed to
slavery, and will not support the war in any way, shape, or
form. The part I saw has him at odds with a soldier trying to
recruit his boys, a man who wants to buy a mule from him and
pay him in Confederate dollars, and a buyer for the army who
wants to buy or confiscate his horses for the army. Later on
I understand his youngest gets kidnapped by one of the armies,
but I didn’t get that far yet. So thanks to this class, I now
have to find the movie and watch the last hour fifteen of it.
Just one time through though- six was a bit much [ .

At least this time the video was actually interesting.
Previous videos in middle school included Al Gore'’s
propagandistic global warming documentary and a 7th grade sex-
ed film. Both made me feel dirty afterward.

Also interesting to note was today was another 5th grade tour
day. It included 5th-graders from the school I was at the
other day. The ones I had met were pleasantly surprised to
see me. One of the previous days this happened too with a
different school I had subbed at. It’'’s great to see their
faces light up 1in recognition. Though it unfortunately
reminds me of a time last year when I ran into a sixth-grader
at a store who recognized me from a couple weeks before. I
say unfortunately because he was so disappointed when I didn’t
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recognize him. Names and faces have always been a weakness of
mine, and this was exacerbated by memories of all the students
I had seen since then pushing out memories from two weeks ago.



