Number 2 Meets Number 4

What an accomplishment to an already stellar career that shows
no signs of ending anytime soon. Tonight, Derek Jeter joined
Lou Gehrig (The Iron Horse, The Pride of the Yankees) as the
all time Yankee hitter at 2721. A bunt, a blast, and a rip to
right field brought the new and old icons even. Even if he is
a graduate of Kalamazoo High School in that state up north
where he spent a semester as one of those unmentionables,
Derek has handled the spotlight that comes with the stripes
with integrity, and maturity over the past 15 years. Even if I
were not a fan, I would find it difficult to not cheer for the
shortstop phenom. Jeter’s work ethic makes it nearly
impossible for him to place any solo accomplishment above
those of the team.. There is no “I” in team. While standing on
first base following his third hit of the night, Mr. November
rose his helmet not once but twice and acknowledged the
ovation from the fans (including his parents), his teammates,
the opposing team, the entire crowd at the home of the
bombers. Play ceased however briefly for the star to have his
moment. And at Captain Clutch’s next at bat.. he is walked and
the crowd goes wild with booooooos as the pitcher is retired
and the Yanks score 4 and lead the TB Rays 4-2. Unfortunately,
it will take some doing for Derek to get to Pete Rose’s MLB
All Time Record of 4256 hits. WOW! It took 70 years for
someone to even the First Baseman’s record. So.. unless
something terrible happens in this the top of the ninth the
record will remain tied. And... THE YANKEES WIN! THEEEEEE
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These Are A Few Of My
Favorite Things..

animals. Animals are my favorite things. If I'm bored -
yeah, right, with 4 kids, when does that happen? Ok, if I
were ever bored, my activity of choice would be to visit a
zoo, wildlife park, pet store, or anyplace I could see
animals. Without leaving the house, I can also research
animals on the internet. One of my favorite animal sites is
the University of Michigan’s Animal Diversity Web. It'’s
amazing how much they’ve changed the taxonomy (classification
of animals) from when I first started doing research on the
subject not more than 10 years ago, but it’s true — this field
1s one that's ever-changing.

Every now and then, I think I’'ll choose an animal to share on
my blog. Today’s animal is the pangolin. What is a pangolin,
you ask? Well, it’s a mammal, and it’s not a marsupial, a
group which contains some of the lesser known species. See,
in the classification of mammals, you begin by separating them
into placental mammals (live birth) and marsupials (young live
in the mother’s pouch — all but one type live in Australia).
Of course, there 1is also a third category — egg-laying
mammals, but we won’t go there because I don’t want to lose
people’s interest by getting too complicated.

So anyway, the pangolin is a placental mammal, yet it'’s
scaly. The scales are actually made of a hair-like material,
thereby preserving its status as mammal. Check this out -
does this thing look prehistoric or what?
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But they’re not prehistoric; they still exist today — I wonder
how come I’'ve never seen one at a zoo? I guess it’'s because
some animals do better in captivity than others, and I applaud
the zoo community for recognizing this.

Interesting tidbits about pangolins, as stated on the Animal
Diversity Web:

Pangolins are a small group (seven living species placed in
one genus and one family, Manidae) of mammals that feed mostly
on ants. They are found in the tropical regions of Africa and
Asia. Pangolins are conspicuous and remarkable because their
backs are covered with large, overlapping scales made up of
agglutinated hairs. But they are strange in other ways as
well. Their tongue 1is extraordinarily long and muscular,
arising from the pelvis and the last pair of ribs deep in the
animal’s chest. As a result, the tongue and associated muscles
are longer than the animal’s head and body, allowing the
tongue to be extruded to an astonishing degree. Pangolins lack
teeth. Instead, the the pyloric part of their stomach 1is
thickened and muscular, with odd keratinous spines projecting
into its interior. It usually contains pebbles and seems to be
used for “chewing” in much the same way as a bird’s gizzard.
Pangolins have the ability to close their ears and nostrils as
well as eyes, presumably to keep ants out.

In short, pangolins are fascinating animals that are closer to
you and me on the taxonomy tree than most people would guess —
they are mammals, after all. Yet they are a mammal that most
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people have not heard of, and surprisingly, there are more
than a few mammalian species that have this in common — I will
try to share little known facts about little known mammals in
my blog.

And oh yeah, since there was a complaint in the comments of
another tangents.org blog about this — the song I quoted in my
title is “My Favorite Things” from The Sound of Music.

5 In A Row!!!

This past weekend saw a feat never before accomplished by an

Ohio State University football team. The Buckeyes
successfully defeated the dreaded “Team from the North” for
the fifth year in a row (42-7). How many rivalries can

actually attest to the fact that a coach’s career seemingly
hinges upon one game year after year. Coaches are booed or
cheered, lauded or fired on the outcome of the traditional
regular season finale for 0SU and UofM. I had the thrill of
sitting in the south stands of Ohio Stadium in the Block O
section in November 1992. What I remember most came at the
closing moments of halftime. A man decided to have his brief
moment of fame by running across the field wearing absolutely
nothing. Although what is name actually is is anyone’s guess
(so much for his fifteen minutes). The streaker was
subsequently given an overcoat and apprehended by officers
following his run for the goal posts. Incidentally, the game
ended in a 13-13 tie much to the dismay of the 0SU seniors who
had never defeated their archrivals.
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Lions and Tigers and Bears Oh
My

I am greatly anticipating our scheduled visit to the Toledo
Zoo next week. My daughter needs a specialty dentist in the
big city, so we’ve decided to throw some fun in there as well
with a trip to the zoo. It will probably be my last one until
after I have the baby, unless they have a wagon available for
rental that’s big enough for very pregnant me AND the 3 kids.
Since it’s only March and I'm not due until July, I think
I can still handle the large amount of walking it takes to get
around the zoo — we’ll see anyway. I naively thought that
pregnancies would get easier with experience, but it seems
that I forgot to factor in my increasing age — I am almost 10
years older than I was the first time I was with child — and I
feel it!

Toledo Zoo is very large. It’s a very nice zoo, but there 1is
lots of walking. It remains one of my favorite zoos in the
country however, and I've visited at least 20. Toledo has
lots of animals, but they are pretty spread out. Also,
because the zoo straddles a major road, you have to trek up
and down a ramp and across a long pedestrian bridge; all of
which 1is not so much fun if pregnant or in the heat of the
summer. But overall, it is one of my favorite zoos. Even
though the gorilla’s indoor exhibit is pretty small, I really
enjoy how close you can see them, and they don’t seem unhappy
being in a small exhibit.. wunlike a gorilla at the Henry
Doorly Zoo in Omaha, Nebraska. He had a really small indoor
enclosure, and we witnessed him charge at a little boy — it
was very scary and thank goodness that glass was thick! This
was years ago, and I think Henry Doorly has since re-built
their gorilla exhibit. Another zoo with a lot of walking is
the Brookfield Zoo near Chicago, Illinois. Brookfield has
lots of walking, but unlike Toledo, the animals are spaced
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further apart, so much of the walking 1is without seeing
animals. It’s been a few years since I’'ve been there, so
maybe they’ve changed this, but it’s not one of my favorite
zo0os, unless we’'re talking about sentimental reasons — it was
the site of my husband’s and my first “unofficial” date. One
zoo that sticks out in my memory as one of my favorites is the
Folsom Children’s Zoo in Lincoln, Nebraska. The name 1is
misleading, they had quite an array of animals there;
including red pandas, camels, reindeer, leopards, monkeys, a
variety of reptiles, seals, sloths, emus that like to be pet,
and there are still many more I haven’t named. All in only 19
acres, nestled right in the city. Which sounds large, but
once you get in there, it was really the perfect size. Not
much walking at all, lots of animals who all had lots of room
in their environments, and it was very nicely landscaped with
mature trees and such so that you forgot you were in the
middle of the city. We used to live close enough to walk
there, but the only problem with this great little zoo is that
it was only open from April — October. If you are ever 1in
Nebraska, the Folsom Children’s Zoo is a must-see. Being a
native Chicagoan, it'’s strange that I’'ve never visited the
Lincoln Park Zoo, which is also in the middle of a city,
albeit a much larger one than Lincoln. But I’'ve heard good
things about it, and maybe one of these days, during one of
our bi-yearly visits to the area, we will give Lincoln Park a
whirl so I can add it to my zoo resume.

Before our trips to the zoo, I like to visit a really cool
website to brush up on my animal facts. It really makes zoo
trips more interesting if you know a little more about what
you're looking at. Check out this online database that 1is
maintained by the University of Michigan:

https://animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/index.html

And finally, if you are still reading this, you must be an
animal lover like me. If you also like to read, I highly
recommend my favorite book written by my favorite celebrity:
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Jack Hanna, called “Monkeys on the Interstate”. If you ever
watch The Late Show with David Letterman, you know that poor
Jack often comes across as a bumbling fool when he’s on the
show. He 1is an animal expert however, and he is much more
entertaining to watch than most animal experts. He and
Letterman tease each other mercilessly, and there is almost
always some sort of animal mishap that occurs when Jack 1is
involved, always with hilarious results. His book is a
narrative of the same sort of episodes, all taken from his
life as he was growing up and also from when he went on to
become the director of the Columbus Zoo. By the way, being an
Ohioan, I’'ve had the opportunity to visit the Columbus Zoo,
and I will say that it did not disappoint. If you read Jack’s
book, you will read about how he brought the zoo from
anonymity (he notes in his book that when he first arrived in
Ohio, people would always ask him,”there’s a zoo 1in
Columbus?!?”) to one of the most renowned facilities in the
world. There was a lot of trial and error involved 1in
acheiving this, and again, many hilarious hijinks, all of
which are detailed in the book — it is really entertaining
reading. And it’'s not just a clever title — there really were
Monkeys on the Interstate, thanks to Jack and one of his hare-
brained ideas! Maybe I will take another look at it on the
long ride to Toledo next week..



