Evilness IS Greatness

I believe we are now in our fourth week of rehearsals and
still in the modified crampness that is the Huber’s costume
shop. BUT, we get the stage tomorrow night.. HOORAH!!!!!
Tonight, we put everything together.. blocking and lines, the
whole show start to finish. Not too bad. Travis was very
pleased with our efforts. One piece of advice was some of the
casts dancing around on stage.. which is always difficult the
first couple times through.. especially when it is a non-
musical, non-dancing production. However, this comment did
not apply to me for obvious reasons that will be made quite
clear when you come see the show the weekends of December 11 &
18..

Personally, I am quite pleased with my evilness so far. I
constantly hear references to “You’'re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch”
and Scrooge.. I still think Mr. Potter is even more sinister.
I have one line that I just love and cast members have
commented on my delivery. However, I need to look at my long
passages. I get on a devilish roll and then blank out on a
line, but I AM OFF BOOK!

Still needs work but once we get on the stage it will all come
to greatness! And the Village Players NEW website is up and
running.. so check it out.. Although, I need to point out that
on the online ticket ordering, only the first weekend is up...
something which Webman and I discovered A small glitch I
forgot to mention to the director. Oh, Travis...

I almost forgot to mention the lovely drive home in the fine
London fog that has only gotten worse as I make my way to
watch the hilarious I Love You, Man. Good luck with the drive
in the morning or the delay whichever comes your way.


https://www.tangents.org/community-theatre/evilness-is-greatness/
https://hicksvillevillageplayers.com
https://tangents.org/whatever

A Character Of Pure Evil

Tonight, the cast of It’s a Wonderful Life met to have a mass
read-through of the script. I must say that I did not know
that there were so many characters of such evil intentions in
the literature surrounding what is traditionally known as the
“most wonderful time of the year.” First, we have Ebenezer
Scrooge (I really want to see the new version coming next
weekend). Years later, the Grich very nearly stole Christmas

from “every Who down in Whoville.” Now, I have been
introduced to a character who has so many unredeemable
qualities that he puts both of them to shame. Henry F.

Potter is going to be a magnificent role to portray. I have
been an evil HENCHMAN before; however, I have never before
been THE evil character with his own entourage. Just reading
the script, I could tell how delicious this will be.

I will once again be on the glorious Huber stage with a large
cast both young and older and some of which I have been
fortunate to work with before. Another WCCTer will be making
his debut on the stage. He was even taking pictures of the
bare stage and marveling at the size. People have asked me
where I prefer to perform: anywhere they will have me. How's
that for a diplomatic answer?

I did manage to get home by the third inning of Game 2. I
had to call my pals and relate my excitement! Sorry I
interrupted The Office. I could not believe that they were
actually able to watch as it was broadcast. And I am extra
excited because the series is now tied 1-1 and tomorrow 1is a
travel day to the City of Brotherly Love. Four Games to go!!!


https://www.tangents.org/community-theatre/a-character-of-pure-evil/

The real Grinch and other
Christmas adventures

Just finished watching the animated version of Dr. Seuss’s
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. This was a fairly faithful
adaptation of the Dr Seuss book. With Boris Karloff
(Frankenstein’s Monster, The Mummy and other horror stories
from the black and white era) as the narrator and the voice of
the Grinch. I watched this show as a child, and with my family
when the girls were much younger. We do tend to watch the old
standbys year after year. The stories hold up for young and
old.

My lovely wife used to love all these Christmas animated
classics. Charlie Brown’s Christmas, the Grinch, Frosty,
Rudolph and I may be missing one or two. With a version or two
of the Christmas Carol, our holiday view was full.

This all culminated, not with another movie, but with dear old
dad reading “A night before Christmas”. I'm not exactly sure
when it started, but when my oldest was 18 she still wanted me
to read it.

I'm going to try to do it a little different this year. Future
blog notes will let you know if I am successful. But I have
some additional members of the family that haven’t heard this
story from me yet. We will see.


https://www.tangents.org/books/the-real-grinch-and-other-christmas-adventures/
https://www.tangents.org/books/the-real-grinch-and-other-christmas-adventures/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0060345/

Horton Hears a Z2Z27Z2zzzz..

Took the kids to see Horton Hears a Who today. Ok, so the
title of the blog is a bit misleading.. it wasn’t really
boring. I am just so tired that I'm 2 for 2 in the falling
asleep in the movie theater tally this week. I actually liked
what I saw of the movie. With the exception of my 3-year-old
running up and down the aisle, I enjoyed the experience. It
wasn’t totally her fault though; we went to an Easter egg hunt
this morning, so she had LOTS of sugar coursing through her
veins, which is why she was extra-hyper and running around the
movie theater. Once we flushed the sugar with plenty of non-
sugary fluids, I was able to relax and enjoy the show — after
a trip to the bathroom, of course. It should actually be
called a candy clean-up since they pick candy up off the
floor; it has nothing to do with Easter eggs or hunting.
Still fun though, I'm just saying.

Before the movie started, I found myself wishing I had read
the book, just to see how close the movie is to the book
because now I have no idea. But as far as Dr. Suess movies
go, this is the best one I've seen. Then again, I HATED The
Cat in the Hat, and never saw the live-action version of How
the Grinch Stole Christmas, so there’s not much to compare it
to in that respect.

The movie is about an elephant named Horton who lives in a
jungle in what must be a fictional place because to my
knowledge, there aren’t any jungles that have both kangaroos
and elephants as indigenous species. I know, it’s just a Dr.
Suess movie and I'm probably reading too far into it, but I
can’t help but think of that sort of thing. And judging by
Horton’s ears, he is an African elephant, not an Asian
elephant.. ok, I’'ll stop. So anyway, Horton hears a Who. A
Who is actually a type of teeny-tiny person that lives 1in
Whoville, all of which is located on a speck on a clover. The
rest of the story is about how Horton tries to save Whoville


https://www.tangents.org/kids/horton-hears-a-zzzzzzz/
https://imdb.com/title/tt0451079/
https://imdb.com/title/tt0312528/
https://imdb.com/title/tt0312528/
https://imdb.com/title/tt0170016/
https://imdb.com/title/tt0170016/

from a conniving kangaroo (played by the brilliant Carol
Burnett) intent on destroying it. I don’t usually like when I
know the big-name actors voicing roles in an animated movie -
it kind of distracts me, which is what happened when I heard
Jim Carrey as the voice of Horton. His voice also made the
Horton character seem less cute to me, but I did like Carol
Burnett as that scheming kangaroo. And, hearing Steve
Carell as the mayor of Whoville was not distracting at all -
he is even good at voice-over acting — 1s there ever a
role he’ll butcher? Watching the opening credits, I noticed a
plethora of recognizable actors lending voicework for this
movie; among them: Jim Carrey, Steve Carell, Carol Burnett,
Will Arnett (from Arrested Development), Seth Rogan, Isla
Fisher (from Wedding Crashers — she was surprisingly good as a
cartoon voice), Jonah Hill, and Amy Poehler.

It’s a cute movie that’'s perfect for the whole family, even
though my 3-year-old asked about where the princesses were
until the last 10 minutes of the movie. When it was over, she
did say she liked it, sans princesses and all. There are some
jokes for the parents that will go over the kids’' heads, and
that’s always enjoyable in a kids’ movie — although I could
have done without the kangaroo saying, “This is the jungle; we
can’t behave like wild animals.” — just WAY too cheesy, think
I've even heard that joke before somewhere else! I loved how
the Mayor of Whoville has 96 daughters and 1 son — someday I
might know what that is like! Is that in the book I wonder?
It seems almost too clever to be an add-in for the movie..
Either way, I will have to go borrow the book from the library
to see how close the movie followed it, but I have heard
that the book is pretty closely followed. I’'ve always liked
Dr. Suess, and it’'s a shame he’'s not still around to gift us
with any more of his work or to see his creations come to life
on the big screen.


https://imdb.com/name/nm0000993/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0000993/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0000120/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0136797/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0136797/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0004715/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0736622/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0279545/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0279545/
https://imdb.com/name/nm1706767/
https://imdb.com/name/nm0688132/

