Mara’'s Death

I have loved the character of Mara Jade ever since I first
read Timothy Zahn’s book Heir to the Empire. In fact, I have
all eight of his Star Wars books and they all deal with Mara
some way. When she was first introduced, she wanted to kill
Luke Skywalker, but later married him! Talk about some major
emotional change. Going from wanting to kill someone to
marrying them ten years later, is pretty good! Mara is one of
the favorite characters in the Expanded Universe, and yet,
they killed her off! And by her nephews hand, no less! Jacen
Solo turned to the Dark Side and killed his aunt! The way the
fight between Mara and Jacen went, Jacen should have died too!
He had a ceiling collapse on him and yet he still survived! I
understand that this was one of the easier ways to show that
Ben, Luke and Mara’'s son, was important, but so many people
were not happy. The auther didn’t like that Mara died, and she
killed her off! Timothy Zahn didn’t like how she was killed,
but is willing to continue writing books with Mara in them! I
just can’t wait for another book with Mara to come out! And
with Timothy Zahn as the writer, makes me even more impatient!
I have no idea if he is working on one right now or not!

In The Beginning....

There seems to be a fascination with franchise re-boots in
movies today. If memory serves, one of the first was George
Lucas’ idea of deciding to tell the back story of Darth Vader.
While the idea of Star Wars Episodes 1-3 seemed good 1in
theory, it failed in many respects.

The plot of the trilogy had more to do with political mumbo-
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jumbo than actual lightsaber and space battles. It took three
movies to explain how a Republic failed and became the Empire
of the original Star Wars trilogy. Anakin Skywalker’s
transformation into Darth Vader almost seems like a secondary
plot. And don’'t even get me started on the ridiculous concept
of “midichlorians.”

The acting seems stuffy in Episodes 1-3. Hayden Christensen’s
acting style is so wooden and forced that the audience really
does not care about Anakin Skywalker. The dialogue makes it
sound as if the audience is watching a Shakespearean play
instead of the fun, swashbuckling atmosphere of episodes 4-6.

However, there are good moments in the second trilogy. The
Phantom Menace includes a lightsaber duel between Obi-Wan
Kenobi, his mentor Qui-Gon Ginn, and the evil Sith Lord Darth
Maul. By the time Attack of the Clones came about, enough
technology had been created to allow Yoda to become more than
a mere puppet and engage in his own lightsaber fight. Finally,
Revenge of the Sith features the climactic battle between Obi-
Wan Kenobi and Anakin Skywalker.

On a side note, the title Revenge of the Sith is a nod to the
title which Episode 6 was to be. Revenge of the Jedi was to be
the title of the final movie. At the last minute after
posters, advertisements, and merchandise had already been
created, George Lucas decided that a Jedi does not seek
revenge. Therefore, the title was changed to Return of the
Jedi. Star Wars collectors must have a field day looking for
and selling these rare pieces of memorabilia on ebay and at
conventions.

While both trilogies are among the most popular movies 1in
history, the redemption of Anakin Skywalker as seen 1in
episodes 4-6 are much more imaginative than the newer films.
However, if you are a Star Wars purist and want to know how
and why Darth Vader came to be then you should watch the newer
films which are the first in the timeline of the series...
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Really Quacks Me Up

Well, I'm kinda thinking my blog will be a hodgepodge (?) of
just about everything I enjoy. I enjoy a good movie (or even
some bad movies). Speaking of bad movies, the guy who created
Howard the Duck, Steve Gerber, just passed away. Apparently,
the comic book from the 70s was a cult hit. Somehow, Mr.
George Lucas came up with the brilliant idea that it would
make a box-office hit. The movie came out in 1986. The only
relatively recognizable actor in it is Lea Thompson (of Back
to the Future fame). I believe ol’ George was once again
attempting to create a new money making franchise along with
the then in-limbo Star Wars saga and the popular Indiana Jones
series. Needless to say, Howard the Duck was a miserable flop.
It is one of those movies which may be enjoyable with a group
of friends who just want to sit around, waste a hour and a
half, and laugh at the absurdity. It would also be a great way
to relive the culture of the mid-1980s. Big hair, bubble gum
pop music, and forgotten actors of the day (whatever became of
Lea Thompson?). But, if you want to have a good laugh check
out Howard the Duck just to see the duck from outer space rock
and roll with Lea Thompson. I think the best part of the movie
is the theme song and that is not that great. It sounds like a
great movie to watch with your band of theatre chums. Thank
you Bryan Times for publishing an article about an otherwise
forgettable comic book writer who probably will go down in
history for the creation of one of the biggest “Turkeys” or
should I say “Ducks” in movie history. I also found out via
IMDB.com that Tim Robbins (For comic relief?) also was in it
and that no less than 8 actors are credited with playing the
title role. Also, may be a good movie for children of all ages
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to enjoy. [x]



