
Time travel again
In talking with friend, and of course responses to my other
post on time travel, I am recalling more movies and TV shows
that involved some sort of time travel.

I’m going to get the various STAR TREK shows and movies that
had some time travel in them out of the way now.

I’m just pulling these off the top of my head, so I’m sure I
miss one or two (or more), I’m going after my favorites, not
all of them (There were many).

Since I had to stop watching the ENTERPRISE show when it moved
to cable only, I can’t comment much on the time traveling
adversary that was in that show. The last season I saw, had
Captain Archer looking at a view of the future… I didn’t see
anything after that and I don’t know what happened.

In Star Trek the original series, there were many time travel
shows, some with the Enterprise sling shotting around a star
or the Sun to go into the past. Others with other agents that
allowed them to visit the past.

Of them all my favorites are “Assignment Earth” with Agent
Gary Seven. I assumed that this may have been setting up a
spinoff show, but I don’t recall anything coming from that.

And the “City on the Edge of Forever”. Going back and changing
history based on saving the life of one person. Was this a
show to say how important the acts of one could be, or a
morality show to say we should not delve into things we don’t
comprehend?

That’s enough of the TV shows, my favorite time travel STAR
TREK was the Star Trek IV — The Voyage home. Lots of funny
stuff in that one. Russian on a US Aircraft Carrier (the
Enterprise) during the height of the cold war. Spock with the
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whales. Scotty giving the engineer the formula for Transparent
Aluminum, or trying to talk to the computer. Just a fun show.

Of course the Next Generation got into the act of time travel.
I don’t recall as many of those so I guess they didn’t make
much of an impression on me. But the First Next Generation
movie used the “NEXUS” to travel around time? Of course Kirk
was brought to the future to save the day. Then in the Star
Trek Next GEN: First Contact. The new Enterprise fights the
Borg and goes back in time to the first Faster than light
travel  from  Earth.  I  found  that  show  very  interesting  in
spots, but generally don’t like shows with the Borg. Just my
preference.

One of my favorite time travel Star Treks has to be on Deep
Space Nine “Trials and Tribble-ations. Some of the crew from
Deep Space Nine go back in time and interact with the original
Star Trek Series, Trouble with Tribbles episode. Worf’s line
about the Klingons on the space station is worth watching it
one more time…

Since I can’t travel backward in time, only forward at a set
speed, I guess that’s enough for now. I was just a blogging
fool this evening.

Time Travel…
I commented on something in another site, that got me thinking
about  time  travel,  instantaneous  travel,  and  relativistic
travel. Some heavy thinking for this late in the day, but I’m
here now.

Time travel has been in our collective stories for centuries.
The early stories were all using magic or wishes to go back in
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time.  This  was  used  to  correct  mistakes,  make  different
choices or somehow get something you missed out on. I don’t
have any of the myths and stories available to me at the
moment, but I seem to remember a common theme. It generally
didn’t work out the way it was planned. That doesn’t always
mean bad things happened, just not the planned things.

In 1895 H. G. Wells published a book where a machine was used
to travel back in time. The Time Machine was one of the early
science fiction works on time travel. Many other authors have
written works on time travel, and there have been many movies
and even a TV show or two about time travel. As these stories
progressed, the time travel paradox was brought up. What would
happen if you went back in time and prevented your birth sort
of thing. This stuff can get deep quickly, so I’ll leave it
for another topic. I was just thinking about the time travel
stories..

Then we have instantaneous or faster than light travel. Used
in almost every Space science fiction story known this type of
travel was invented by the story tellers out of need. They
needed to get from one end of the Galaxy to the other without
writing  about  long  voyages  or  worse  yet  relativity.
Transporters  on  StarTrek  were  made  to  save  money  on  the
effects of a shuttle craft landing. If you ever noticed the
when a shuttle craft was used in the original series, it was
always a plot device, and that justified the cost.

But of course, Einstein said that the Universe has a speed
limit,  the  speed  of  light.  That  gets  rid  of  the
instantaneous/faster than light travel, but again brings back
the time travel story. Space ship captain goes away an some
high fraction of the speed of light, comes back to earth and
finds out many many years have passed on earth and his twin
brother is now a very old man…. I remember a story or two like
that, but I don’t recall them at the present.

Just a few thoughts off the top of my head, so I can relax and
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get some rest….

Thinking about thinking
I’ve been reflecting this evening about the things I think
about. While watching Jeopardy, I noticed (again) there are
some  subjects  I’m  very  good  at,  others  (opera,
actors/actresses, TV shows) I’m not as good at. If you do
specific actors, If I like them I will know most of there
works, if I don’t well none of it sinks in even if they are in
one or more of my favorite shows.

Anyway, I was trying to determine what type of information
that takes root in this brain of mine. Computer stuff, most of
the time. Math– well it used to, some is still there. Science–
A  lot,  mainly  the  physical  sciences  (Earth  Sciences,
Astronomy, Physics, some Chemistry). Things dealing with logic
(math/word puzzles). Politics, current and some historical.
Some history, geography. Comic book heroes, well some of them
anyway. Science Fiction and Fantasy books I’ve read (short
list, I don’t read everything). Some movie trivia (mainly
Disney, Lord Of the Rings, Star Wars, Star Trek, Comic Book
Movies, Harrison Ford movies, Mysteries, some comedies). Word
play (taking and twisting words/meanings for fun). Some things
of religious nature, especially the odd and frequently outside
of common knowledge stuff.

Things  that  don’t  take  root.  Anything  about  TV  sitcoms
(exceptions Mash, Barney Miller). TV shows in general (I don’t
pay  attention  to  much  on  TV  anymore).
Theater/Movies/Plays/Opera  (except  as  noted  above,  or  I’ve
been in a specific show). Musical Groups/artists and Song
titles. Artists and their work with a very few exceptions (I
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know  the  common  stuff,  who  painted  the  Mona  Lisa  or  the
Sistine Chapel). Spelling/grammar (who knows, who cares sort
of thing).

Other than that things come and go in my knowledge base quite
frequently. If I’ve been playing Trivia games, I tend to keep
trivia in my head. If I’m working on an intense project at
work,  that  information  needed  there  is  front  and  center.
Discussing Politics frequently, well that information becomes
available.

Somethings stay in my head all the time. I can tell you when
each daughter was born (it may take a second or two). I can
tell you the day and time I proposed to my wife. I never
forgot an anniversary. I remember the birthday of my first
crush. I know what my last words to my wife were, I know hers
to me, and her last words (that weren’t to me).

It  seems  like  sometimes  there  shouldn’t  be  much  room  for
anything else in my head. I do tend to keep some information
that is no longer needed (Do I really need to remember the
favorite color of a girl I dated in 1981?). Some I wish I
would have remembered better (sending things in the mail at
the right time). If I could only figure out how to store and
keep the information I want/need and get rid or archive the
information I don’t need/want. If I could figure that out I
could write a book and retire…

Mediocrity
Two things I was looking forward to watching today turned out
to  be  disappointing.   The  first,  a  new  horror  movie  in
theaters called “The Ruins“, I wouldn’t classify as a bad
movie.  It was entertaining, at least…  I say that a lot about
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movies, I know.  But if they hold my attention, aren’t boring
(like The Night Listener), and don’t disgust me too much (like
Doomsday), then I generally don’t consider the movie a waste
of my time because I really like watching movies, spending
time with my husband, and I just overall enjoy the movie
theater going experience.

But as far as horror movies go, “The Ruins” is not my idea of
a good one.  I won’t even go into the acting skills; it’s so
unimportant when talking about this kind of movie.  No one
stood out as horrible or unwatchable, and that’s all that
matters in a movie like this.  I did lose a side bet with
Hubby about whether or not one of the actors was also in the
Texas Chainsaw remake – he was – but no matter, I really
wasn’t too sure about it anyway.  The premise was interesting;
4 twentsters (people in their early twenties.  Hey, I just
made that up because as far as I’m concerned, many of them
still act like teens, might as well give them a goofy name to
go with their attitudes.  Maybe it’ll catch on…) on vacation
in Mexico follow this German guy (actor with a fake accent. 
Why they couldn’t just find a German actor is beyond me, but
whatever) they just met on a trek miles into the jungle to see
some ancient ruins.  When they get there, they end up trapped
on top of the pyramid thing by the natives who believe the
ruins are cursed.  That’s basically it.  The movie was pretty
fast-paced, however, once I realized that the “monster” of
this  horror  movie  was  plant  life,  somehow  it  wasn’t  very
scary…   Also,  everything  creepy  was  already  shown  in  the
previews – I HATE when they do that to movies!  None of the
characters were very likable, so when some met their demise,
it wasn’t all that shocking nor disappointing.  I don’t know
why the movie was rated R – I’ve seen much scarier PG13
movies, they could have cut out the nude scene, and the gore
in this movie was all (POTENTIAL SPOILER ALERT – IF YOU CARE)
mercy limb cutting.  I was thinking the movie could redeem
itself with a good resolution, but that was not to be.  I
can’t see any replay value of this movie.  Worth seeing once
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but not again.  One good thing though, it didn’t have you
leaving the theater feeling like crap about humanity, like
Doomsday or some other movies I’ve seen – that’s always a
plus.

On to disappointment #2 – Secret Talents of the Stars.  A show
about “celebrities” – and some people who call themselves
celebrities who I’ve never heard of – who try their hand at
other talents than what they’ve become famous doing.  What was
I thinking you ask?  What would this shameless attempt at yet
another celebrity reality show have that made me want to watch
it?  The answer – hype.  It was hyped so much that I actually
fell for it.  And I really wanted to see Clint Black (I’ll
forgive you this once if you don’t know he’s a major country
music  star)  attempt  stand-up  comedy.   That  was  until  I
actually saw Clint Black attempt stand-up comedy.  Not very
funny.  And the show seems fixed too…  ok, what show like this
isn’t,  but  still….   the  “judges”  all  loved  Clint  Black’s
comedy…  probably because he was the most hyped star of the
show, and they wanted to make sure he’d be in the semi-
finals.  And then there was George Takei, of former Star Trek
fame, now most famous for coming out of the closet, sad to say
that  has  overshadowed  his  years  on  Star  Trek,  but  I  for
one had never heard of him before he came out…  So, in
between several obvious and Clint Black-ish (meaning not very
good)  type  gay  jokes,  George  sang  “On  the  Road  Again”,
originally by Willie Nelson.  And if you don’t know who that
is, you’re on your own, I’m not going to spell it out for
you!  Needless to say, he butchered it and got kicked out of
the show – big surprise.  The other 2 contestants tonight –
Sasha Cohen and a singer called just Mya, were trying for
talents that were somewhat related to their profession anyway
– something I did not think was fair.  Figure skater Cohen was
being  an  acrobat,  while  singer/entertainer  Mya  was  tap-
dancing!  The show is stupid, the format is obvious, the
judges lines are scripted…  but why will I be watching next
week?  Another country music star, Jo dee Mesina will be
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trying her hand at something other than country music and
rehab.  Low blow there, and I apologize…  it’s late, and I
seem a wee bit crabby, maybe I should have gone to bed instead
of staying up until 11 to watch this dumb show… 

Whoopee for Whoopi
It is so funny how a simple fun evening with a group of
friends can inspire thoughts to re-emerge in your head. I have
gotten almost totally out of touch with Star Trek. Tonight, I
was  reminded  that  Academy  Award  winning  actress  Whoopi
Goldberg was indeed a member of the cast of Star Trek: The
Next  Generation  beginning  in  the  series’  second  season.
Although  she  did  not  receive  a  screen  credit,  she  also
appeared  in  the  movies  Generations,  First  Contact,  and
Nemesis.  Whoopi  played  the  enigmatic  hostess  of  the
Enterprise’s lounge Ten Forward. Perhaps more than any other
person to have a role on the phenomenon, her history goes back
to the original series.

In 1967 following the premiere season of Star Trek, Nichelle
Nichols opted not to return to the show. Her character of
communications officer Lt. Uhura was not being developed to
its full potential. Upon learning of her departure, Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. approached Nichelle and told her that she must
not leave the show. The role of Uhura was not only one of the
rare good female characters on television but also one of the
first important roles for a woman of color. During the shows
three year run, Nichelle had the distinction of sharing the
first interacial kiss on television. This was shared with
William Shatner in the episode “Plato’s Stepchildren.”

Twenty  years  later,  Whoopi  approached  Trek  creator  Gene
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Roddenberry about being on the new television series. She
cited the incident between Ms. Nichols and Dr. King as the
inspiration behind her fascination with the franchise.

The character of Guinan has always been clouded in mystery.
Like  any  good  bartender,  she  is  a  good  listener.  She  is
extremely long-lived and very little is known about her alien
race, the El Aurian. However, Guinan does share some history
with Captain Jean-Luc Picard (Patrick Stewart) that has never
been fully explained. Not even during the two-part episode in
which members of the Enterprise crew travel back in time to
the 19th century where they meet Mark Twain.
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