Best In Film

Seriously, how many different groups must we listen to in
order to determine what is the best film of all time? We
already have the periodic AFI specials. Tonight we had
another group telling us which was supposed (I believe) to
take the popular vote into account. One of several genres I
caught was “Best Musical.” Of course, I had to comment on
that one. I took umbrage with the five choices and their
placement. Now we have “Best Kiss?” OH< PLEASE! Back to the
topic at hand..

Best Musical:

 West Side Story (1961) I don’t believe that there has
ever been a more celebrated movie musical.. winner of 10
Academy Awards. The Romeo and Juliet story told amidst
the backdrop of gang infested New York City. Elvis was
offered the lead role of Tony; however, turned it down
because he thought it would tarnish his image if he were
associated with a film that dealt with violence.

Fascinating, since one of his earliest films, King

Creole, dealt with just that. I, personally would have
placed this one higher.

=Singin’ in the Rain (1952) Classic, CLASSIC, CLASSIC!
Gene Kelly dancing and singing with a 1032 temperature
while being drenched by a mixture of water and milk
(because water alone did not show up well enough). My
favorite scene, Donald 0’Connor’s “Make Em’ Laugh” song
and dance.

= The Wizard of 0z (1939) WHAT!!!! Totally missed out on
this one! Especially when you look at the next two. One
tidbit I was not aware of: at times, Judy Garland could
not stand working with Toto because his breath was so
awful. Help me out, Taylhis.. have you heard THAT one?!

» Grease (1978) While I do enjoy a viewing from time to
time, this one gets on my nerves. Maybe it is from all
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the times my siblings and I were allowed to stay up past
our bedtimes to watch it on a school night.. maybe it was
the drama of a certain community theatre’s production.
Definitely voted too high.. should have been #5 at best.
Well.. at least the horrendous Dirty Dancing was not in
the top 5. I guess there are some who consider it a
musical.
 The Sound of Music (1965) The most profitable movie
musical of all time. With inflation taken into account,
it has made over $1 billion placing it third all time
behind Gone with the Wind and the original Star Wars. I
would have a hard time deciding between this and 0z as
the top musical. Both are personal favorites.

At least they got the “Top Action Film” correct. Raiders of
the Lost Ark. No bloody Indiana Jones and the.. placed before
the title. When did they add that, anyway? I dunno.. would
anyone be game for a fifth installment? Harrison Ford would
be if the story was right. Just do away with Indy’s son.



Where You Can Eat And Get Gas
Or Get Gas And Eat

Tonight, a group of self-anointed “cougars,” Megan, and I (the
only male) traveled to Findlay to see a production of Pump
Boys and Dinettes. Before our hour and a half trek began,
piling into the minivan was almost worth a few dollars to see
itself. I would have gladly given up my front seat but to see
the ladies crawling over each other to get a seat was
priceless. We drove through quite a bit of rain.. so much for
the “Slight chance of evening showers.”

For dinner, we decided on a place called The Gathering that
was right beside The Tavern in the Inn (I almost thought I was
back in NYC at Tavern on the Green). I decided on the
restaurants signature ribs. Thank goodness, I decided on the
Piglet order instead of the full-rack Oinker platter. I
barely finished the half-rack. Guess I was not as hungry as I
was when I tackled the full-pound sirloin burger.

Ths show itself was billed as “a country music review.”

However, while most of the music had a country feel, I did
notice a few pieces that had a rock sound from the 50s-60s.
The music was ALL ORIGINAL. Since the show was a review, the
plot was totally secondary and seemed to be spliced together
from old bits of Hee Haw corn. The small cast included
sisters Rhetta and Prudie Cupp who run and operate the Double
Cupp DIner and the three main attendants at the garage/filling
station next door. The leader of the Pump Boys, Jim, seemed
to be the MC of the evening and introduced the ladies man,
Jackson and the more suspicious, L.M. The pit was included on
stage and the two guitar players, pianist, and drummer each
seemed to have personalities of their own without saying a
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word. I would say my favorite selection was L.M.'s
recollection of a week he spent while attending the concert of
a certain buxom blonde country legend.

The set really made you think you were in a small backwater
town in Carolina where the men far outnumber the ladies
(inbreeding). Where beer is home brewed as well as the ‘shine
and a cow eats the field of marijuana (be sure to have that
milk tested).

After the show, Megan and I were encouraged to check out the
green room in the basement. Although the ceiling was a bit
low (thank you Megan for pointing that out as I hit my head
more than once), I must say that I found myself thinking of
making a switch. There was furniture galore (comfortable
furniture), a large television which served as a monitor
showing the action on stage (very nice to have), as well as
cast pictures from previous shows. As the Fort Findlay
Playhouse is also constucted inside a hollowed out church, it
made me wonder how many theatres have been converted from
places of worship.

On another note, it seemed that the Fort Findlay Players stole
our theme idea for a season (or more members of their board
were more receptive to the suggestions). Next year, the
theatre is doing a Salute to Hollywood by presenting a series
of plays that were also movies. Shows like Arsenic and 0ld
Lace, House of Frankenstein, Singin’ 1in the Rain, and The
Wizard of 0z (the version based on the 1939 classic film), and
The 0dd Couple are on the season. See.. it is possible.

Pump Boys and Dinettes was just a fun bit of escapist fun that
just flew by. The vocal talent was extraordinary and the
choreography was simple yet energetic. I could see myself
doing it. That again is saying A LOT.
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Be An Actor My Son, But Be A
Comical One

Today was a rather dull day at work. The rain did not help
although Wednesday’s are notoriously slow days. I found myself
staring out the window of the store at the lamppost across the
street at the post office and remembering Gene Kelly dancing
and splashing with his umbrella while Singin’ in the Rain. An
excellent movie musical even if you can’t dance.

Later this afternoon, things picked up. I happened to be
glancing at the front page of our area newspaper and I saw the
face a certain young lady who I know quite well in full color
right on the front page. I must admit to being slightly
jealous.

About 2:30, the mother of one of my high school classmates
came in just to deliver something she had for me. She went out
to her car and brought back a picture of me dressed as the
Herald from Cinderella along with her four granddaughters.

I made it a point to mention Little Women coming at the end of
June. She was not sure if the girls were old enough to
appreciate this show but she would ask. I am sure that the
oldest of the four would definitely be.

So, a little sunshine was spread on a rather dismal, rainy
day.
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