A Sad Day In Happy Valley

This will be relatively short. I do agree with the firing of
Joe Paterno after the shocking week at Penn State University.
In 2002, after he was approached by the graduate assistant
who knew of the assistant coach’s gross inappropriate conduct,
Joe Pa should have gone NOT to the Athletic Director nor even
to the head of the school, he should have gone to THE
POLICE! He was morally and (most importantly in this case)
legally obligated to do something more. Instead the assistant
coach’s actions were covered up. It may be easy to say.. “In
hindsight...” Well.. in my eyes, that does not excuse the
suffering of the 25 (I believe) victims of the crime. The 61
year coaching tenure of the most winning and one of the most
revered coach’s in college football history ended by scandal.
Not a good year for Big 10 football off the field.

Kids In America

Upon accepting the invitation of again accepting the position
of Manny, I was warned of problems that might present
themselves on the 9-10 hour trip in the minivan. I am so
happy that very few of these problems reared their ugly
heads. Thank goodness for planned parental necessities. The
three girls were equipped with their own bags of goodies for
the long trip both to the East and back home again. We also
had a large bad of DVD’s to watch on the player in the car. I
also brought a few kid-friendly Disney movies and Chitty
Chitty Bang Bang (one of my favorite movies growing up; sad to
say the transition to the stage did not go as well).

Basically, I only remember the occasional statements of “are
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we there yet” and the like. The extremely long voyage across
Pennsylvania had to be broken up to prevent melt-downs and I'm
sure the adults enjoyed our happening upon Bellefonte. 1In the
dark, it seemed to be deserted but as we approached downtown
there were cars, and several restaurants, many of which were
some variation of a pizza shop. Funny that it was close to
State College, home of Penn State University. We decided to
stop at Mama Lucretia’s... pizza, pasta, cheesesteak all of
which were very tasty (unless that was the hunger talking).

I must comment on the eating habits of one of the kids.
“Goose” frequently made the comment that “Beeber” would have
an order of paper with a side of plastic. The eight-month old
will find anything to put in his mouth to endulge in: napkins,
plastic bibs, straw wrappers, anything: typical. Just watch
your plate; if he spies anything within reach, he will get
it! After eating, most of the time a great majority of it
ends up on the floor around him.

Back in the car for the remainder of the long jaunt, the kids
all took naps. Taylhis also rested for a bit. I did my best
to stay awake to ensure that C was still alert and going.
Thank goodness we had some music going and comedy. Listening
to some Miss Saigon and Assassins seemed to make the time go a
bit faster. I also learned that one of the songs from Jekyll
and Hyde was cut from the final show. I saw the musical in
Toledo a few years ago and saw that Bring on the Men was
missing. I thought perhaps touring companies might have cut
the song, but it was taken out prior to the Broadway run.

Finally, after the less than an hour announcement turned into
a bit longer, we arrived at our hotel around 1.30 AM.
Constuction, police cars everywhere, drawbridge, lots of
obstacles... AH travelling!! I LOVE IT! Especially when I am
not driving []
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