The first night off.

A rather rare treat for this production are three nights off.
No rehearsals, no readings, nothing. A day off today, tomorrow
and the next day. I'm using this time to get some rest and get
a few things done. Tonight was the night for rest.

An old Basil Rathbone/Nigel Bruce Sherlock Holmes movie, a
light snack and quiet time.

Back in the day Basil Rathbone was Sherlock Holmes. I never
realized when I first saw these movies that they were set in
the wrong time period. Of course, I saw the movies before I
started reading the books. Even after reading the Holmes
stories, I liked the way Rathbone played Holmes. For years
when I thought of Holmes I thought of Rathbone.

Of course, some time ago I saw another actor in a series of
shows that put Holmes in the correct time period. On a British
and then PBS series, Jeremy Brett played Sherlock Holmes.
After watching that series, I often thought of him while
reading any Sherlock Holmes story.

There was one other actor I often think about when I think of
Holmes. My college roommate portrayed Holmes in a college
play. It was my first (and I thought my last), try at acting.
This play gave me a line that to this day remains my favorite.
“Don’t worry, there are ways to inflict excruciating pain and
yet leave no marks.” Even after 30 years I remember that show.

And finally back to Rathbone. The movie “The Hound of the
Baskervilles” is the only Rathbone Holmes movie that was set
in the correct time period.
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Just strange ads

Something weird is going on with the ads I see on many sites.
I've been getting bombarded with ads for ‘bidets’. Now I would
understand this if I had been making comments about
toiletpaper, toilet humor, bathrooms, plungers or the like. Or
even if I was doing a search to replace various plumbing
fixtures. The only site I know of that had something to do
with bathrooms, was the repair blog over at taylhis'’s site.

Seeing the things I’'m interested in, or places I frequent, I
would expect ads about widows/widowers, maybe dating, single
parents, college information, comic books, geek stuff, movies,
books and a few other things. Bidets were at the bottom of my
list of things I thought I would be interested in.

The other strange ad I’'ve seen is for Ugg boots. While a
fascinating site and the boots are quite comfortable (I had a
pair of Ugg slippers once), I'm not currently in the market.
But then again, I did write about finding boots for my college
daughter.

Hmm, does Vet Tech talk suddenly bring up ads for Bidets and
Ugg boots? I wonder. For now, I guess I will just be followed
by these strange ads. (Check the tags, I'm in for it now)

Camp 2009: Day 1

Days -2, -1, and 0 were getting ready days of course. Day one
however is where it begins. Past years have had a check-in
time of 10:00AM. Not so this year. With a brand new 8:00AM
check-in time I dragged myself out of bed early and got a ride
over to the bank lot across form the church. While I didn’t
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really care much for the early call time, it did give us a
couple extra hours once we got to camp. The chaos of checking
in seemed less this year for whatever reason. I know numbers
were down due to the you-know-what, but even considering it
seemed pretty tame. Parents checked in the kids, picked up
tags, saw the nurse, carried the bags to the appropriate bus,
waited for departure. During this time I had the chance to
say hi to three of the kids in my cabin and their parents.
Another one I found out would meet us at camp while the fifth
I didn’t know at all, leaving it a total surprise when I
finally did. Around the final prayer and departure time, I
finally met him as he was pointing to some bags that hadn’t
yet been loaded on. I looked at the tag and saw the bags were
for someone in my cabin. I turned to him and saw he was the
fifth boy- Diego. I later found out that the bags were for
his stepfather who was coming with him. This was no ordinary
boy either- he was in two leg casts (to straighten his legs-
they weren’t broken) and was.. small. Ever watch Little
People, Big World? Yes, he has that condition. After a
prayer with the parents and campers we hopped onto the buses
and we were off. We gave them about a half-hour of chat time
and then the first movie went in. All the movies were Disney
of course- rated G animated features. Ratatouille was first
and it engaged at least 95% of the kids. Wall-E followed.
Too bad the bus DVD player had no remote as Wall-E had a
couple of nice shorts in the extras. Halfway through the bus
ride we stopped at a rest-stop so the drivers could take a
quick pit-stop. Yeah, leaders too. [J ()Kids were stuck on the
bus, but the movie was kept playing so most didn’t mind I'm
sure. Having forgotten my lunch (it’'s always something,
right?) I scrambled here to get overprice vending machine
offerings while still trying to pick up something extra for
the kids in the same boat as me. Other leaders chipped in
too.

So 3% hours later, or 4% when you take the time change from
CDT to EDT into consideration, we arrived- about ten minutes
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after Wall-E ended. We got to the usual drop off point- and
kept going. Yes! No walking a half-mile to the camp, partly
down a 402 incline (or back up that same incline at the end of
the week for that matter!). We were greeted with large
welcome signs from the staff, waiting for us on the game
field. While the bus was unloaded and the luggage carried to
the cabins we were given an introduction speech. The week at
camp was officially underway! We split for the cabins so the
kids could get ready for their swim tests, then headed for the
swim front. For one of only two times during the week the
gate was swung open so we could enter without checking in. At
all other times the kids were required to check in to the swim
front to keep track of who was there in case something
happened. I had told Diego’s stepdad that we would start out
with a sandcastle/fort competition when others were doing
their swim tests, two cabins at a time. Wrong! Just because
we had the previous four years didn’'t mean this would be year
five- oops. Instead, we played a friendly game of nuke ’'em, a
volleyball variation where instead of hitting the ball it is
thrown up in the air. If it isn’t caught by the other team,
the person on that team who last touched the ball trying to
catch it, or the one who it fell closest to otherwise is out.
The game is over when one team is out. At the end of our swim
test during this time, three of my kids had red bracelets for
non-swimmers. Diego was one of course as he did not even take
the test because of his casts. This was definitely different
for me with more than half my cabin wearing red bands; in the
past I have always had only one or two.

So with that done, we changed out of the swimming gear, went
to the court on top of the hill by the girls’ cabins for more
instructions for the week, then hit the lodge for dinner. It
looked like this year they turned the tables 90 degrees from
previous years, but other than that it was the same as
previous years. Following dinner was the first lesson. This
week’'s theme was Code Blue: Having a Heart for God, so all the
lessons were based on this theme. The main passage of



scripture was the parable of the seeds and the soils they
landed on or in. We broke out for small group, and what was
another first we never broke into smaller groups. In the past
I have had 7-10 kids in my cabin so the kids could be split
into two groups since every cabin had at least two leaders,
but with only five kids we just stayed together with all three
of us leaders taking turns leading discussion. My five kids
this year all had been raised in strong Christian homes, and
they all had stories to tell of accepting Jesus. I have had
others in the past that had not and have even been able to
lead such kids to Christ, but this year it was all about
living the Christian life with all these kids which I will be
the first to say is a struggle.

As the last part of the night the kids had some “free time”
which for this age group is staying in one area free to play
whatever games they wished in that area. This was their first
opportunity to hid the canteen, a short bus painted like a bee
where they could buy candy and pop (Gatorade and water as
well). This first night was also where I received my first
scars which still populate my arms to an extent of mosquito
bites as I was eaten alive. After this I would remember to
put on bug spray..

The students were given a choice on whether or not to take a
shower- the only night I gave that option since they didn’t do
much activity that day- and then we prayed, turned out the
lights, and this post finally ended. []

Mutants attack — Movie review
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with spoilers..

Yes, I saw the new X-Men movie (X-Men Origins: Wolverine) on
the first day it opened. For you fans of comic books and
haven’t seen the movie yet, I suggest looking at this as one
of Marvel alternate universes. If you’'re looking for comic
book continuity, you won’t find it. The names have been kept
the same, but the characters may be different.

That being said, I really enjoyed this movie (see other movie
reviews for disclaimers on my liking this type of movie). And
I have more than a few reasons

1) Character setup — In a very short time you were able to
‘know’ the characters involved. The back story was handled
quickly and gave enough information for the rest of the film.
I'm sure that most of this is because we were introduced to
this character and the class of characters in the earlier X-
Men films, but this is how all comic book movies should be
done. Make sure the audience knows the driving force behind
the character, and then get to the guts of the movie. People
go to these movies to see the action and character
interaction, without that, the comic book movies fall short.

2) For a comic book setting, the actions were believable. Yes,
if we had those powers, those things could be done. I didn’t
see much that was unbelievable from the aspect of what
‘powers’ the characters were given by the script writers.

3) Action sequences were very good, and well placed. The
general rule was relax, action, relax and then more action.
This kept the movie flowing. The action sequences fit in with
the story line developed in those time of relaxing. Also there
was a lot of humor in the show. Very important to have that in
a comic book movie, in my view.

Spoilers—- Stop reading now if you haven’t seen the movie and
might want to
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This movie was a set before the other X-Men movies, and my
biggest complaint is that some of the things that should have
been kept consistent between the shows. While I liked the
actor that portrayed Saber Tooth, he did not match the
menacing form of Taylor Mane in the first X-Men movie. I think
they could have used some makeup to get a better match. I also
had a problem with Cyclops being captured. From conversation
in the first X-Men Movie, Xavier found him soon after he had
his optic blasts. He would not have been in a normal school,
he would have been is Xavier’s institute. Nitpicking here, but
I would have assumed some continuity between the movies. I
don’'t think I would have minded as much, but they did go
through a lot of trouble to get Logan his leather jacket, and
signature look. I'm sure if I see this show again, I will find
more.

Another nitpick and I'm sure it was done to keep the PG-13
rating, but there was never any blood on weapons or blades
used to stab people. Even with advanced healing, this gave the
movie a strange look. I know a comic book, but I found it a
bit strange.

I did find the way that Weapon X was able convince Logan to
get the Adamantium fused was very good story telling. I was
not shocked when his wife/girlfriend was killed, but I was
shocked to find out it was all a setup and she was working for
the project. Yes, in the movie Stryker was a very sick
individual. I think even worse in this movie than in X2. A
very sick, twisted mind. Other X-movies indicated that Xavier
and Magneto knew about the Weapon X program, but it didn’t
seem lie it in this movie (another continuity problem?)

Other characters. Well I have a lot more to say on this, so



for another time

Knowing I Love You Man

I'm going to take a break from my New York Trip Diary to
write up a few movies. All I have left is the World Trade
Center site post anyway, so that’s just one thing on a trip of
hundreds! Besides, writing up these 2 movies should be easy,
since I don’t have much to say about either one..

Last week for date night, we saw Knowing, a movie we had been
looking forward to. Not that we’re Nicolas Cage fans (quite
the opposite actually); the movie just looked intriguing.
It’s about a guy whose son gets a piece of paper with hundreds
of numbers on it which was buried in a time capsule for fifty
years. After some investigation (and A LOT of 1liquor!),
Nicholas Cage discovers that the numbers correspond to the
dates, places, and the number of fatalities that would occur
during certain calamities — they have all occurred already;
except for the 3 left on the list. And that’s about it.
Cage’s acting was no better than usual (why did I think this
would be one of his better movies? Can you tell he is Francis
Ford Coppola’s nephew?), and I don’t want to spoil the ending
for you, but I found it cheesy and actually kind of dumb. I
was entertained, but barely, and I did doze a tad during this
one, although the action sequences awoke me with a start.
Feeling unsatisfied after this movie, we decided to make it a
double feature and sneaked into I Love You Man — no, I'm
kidding, we went back to the cashier and paid for the movie
legitimately — besides, we needed a refill on our pop and
popcorn, though the latter was quite regretful.

I Love You Man looked like kind of a dumb comedy, but we'’ve
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been appreciating the actor Paul Rudd lately (he is SO funny
in Role Models and Friends reruns), so we decided to check it
out. What we got was kind of a dumb comedy, but actually not
as bad as I thought. It wasn’'t entirely predictable, and
there were some funny moments that they actually hadn’t
spoiled in the movie'’s trailers. If you like silly comedies
and Paul Rudd, check it out. It’s not nearly as funny as Role
Models, but it is much less crude.

Weird sleep cycle

Since Sunday my sleep patterns have been severely off kilter.
While even in the best of times, my sleep habits are not the
best (only around 5 hours per night), this is weird even for
me.

I don’t care what time the post says (I haven’t bothered
adjusting it to local time), it is now almost 1:00am. I went
to bed around 8:30pm. I was just exhausted. I’'ve been doing
similar things every night this week. And then around 12:30, I
wake up. Not just wake up to roll over again. No, I'm wide
awake. I’'m not sure how long I will stay awake tonight, but on
other nights, it was the whole night or most of it.

On Sunday, I'm sure my nerves were getting in the way of any
sleep I was going to get. After answering all the questions at
the Hospital on Monday, I realized that this was the first
time I've every been admitted to a Hospital. Any other time
I've had something wrong, it was done in a clinic or the
Doctor’s Office. While I’'ve visited many hospitals, this was
the first time I was in for me. Good news that, I guess, even
this visit was a screening visit. I’ve had no complaints.

I'm very certain the medicine used to put me under has been
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the main culprit behind my strange sleep habits this week. It
put me under quickly, and I remained in a relaxed state of
mind for 2 days. Too bad I was very relaxed early in the
evening. Now I'm wide awake and I can’t think of anything
really quiet to do. I need to hit a library or a book store
for some new books to read. I just don’t feel like watching a
movie. So here I am writing a blog about being awake. Dang
that sounds familiar, just without the kids. Wonder if I can
find something a little different to comment on.

Something Wicked This Way
Comes..

Strange thing. I remember reading the Bradbury novel, and
seeing the movie. But, I am now watching the movie and I can’t
seem to remember it at all. Oh, I remember the basic story,
but I don’'t seem to remember any of the details. I remember
the carnival coming to town, and of course Mr. Dark. What I'm
not sure of is how different the book is from the movie. I
will have to read it again.

So far the movie is very good. But now my youngest just
stopped it to watch a TV show.. Hnm, am I going to have to get
another TV just to watch what I want? I guess not, she’ll be
leaving on her own soon enough.

What I did find out is that Bradbury actually adopted his
novel and wrote not only the screen play for the 1983 movie,
but a stage play and radio play. The stage play was written in
2003.. Wonder what the royalties on that show would be. Could
it be done on a small stage? Where would the Carousel fit? I
would love to play Mr Dark.. Hmmm..
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Maybe we could do another “Stage” version of this play.

Interesting.

Groundhog Day

Feb 2, Groundhog Day. Any excuse to look for spring. Here we
are, just a few days past mid-winter in Ohio, and everyone 1is
looking forward to spring. We’ve had plenty of snow, ice and
cold temperatures, and we will have quite a few more before
winter is through. It seems like winter just goes on and on.

Of course, I do have a custom for groundhog day. I put in the
movie Groundhog Day and watch it again. Since the movie came
out in 1993, I think I’'ve seen it at least 16 times. I know it
is more than that, because some years, when the mood strikes I
do watch it over and over again. Seeing that this movie 1s a
looping movie anyway, watching it over and over again is an
interesting experience. I wouldn’'t recommend that for
everybody, but I enjoy it on occasion.

So tonight, I was able to watch Groundhog Day again. I had to
split it up into two sessions, since I had play practice this
evening, but the custom continued. But this got me thinking. I
know there are a lot of movies I will watch again and again at
a certain time of year. I will read certain books at certain
times of the year. It would seem that I never have time for
new books or movies, but I get those in too. Books are easy, I
read very quickly and I can get through most novels in a day
or two. Movies are a fixed length, so I have to make the time.
I do this my not watching many television programs. That gives
me time to watch a few movies every week.

So any movies or books you watch over and over again.
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[poll id=6]

The Night Listener Returns

Regular readers of my blog know that I thought The Night

Listener was a terrible movie. It stars Robin Williams as a
radio show host who.. you know what, I don’t even remember.
For a plot synopsis, click on the link above. I was actually
surprised that an A-list actor like Robin Williams would do
such an awful movie as The Night Listener, but he did. After
sitting through a movie like The Night Listener, my husband
and I are weary of Robin Williams. However, 3 of our friends
and fellow tangents.org authors all agreed that August Rush is
a good movie, so we checked it out. And you’ll notice that
the title of this post is called, “The Night Listener
Returns”, so uh-oh. But that was more of a joke, and now I've
explained it, so let’s get on with my review of August Rush.

Not nearly as bad as the Night Listener; I wouldn’t even call
August Rush a bad movie. At the very least, it was really
refreshing to see a movie whose target audience was over the
age of 18 that was absent any filth whatsoever. August Rush
is a cute story, but I think the movie could have been done a
heck of a lot better in some ways. The tale follows the life
of a young orphan, an almost magical boy, named Evan Taylor as
he “follows the music” to find his real parents. There were a
few circumstances and events in the movie that weren’t
believable in any shape or form, and even if you suspended
your disbelief, the cheesiness of other aspects of the movie
was annoying. The storyline is intriguing, and the acting is
not bad, but there are a few things that would have to change
about August Rush in order for me to consider it a great
film. To name just a couple of those things, I couldn’'t get
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over the fact that this entire love story is based upon a one-
night stand. Tactfully done — as I said, there isn’t any
filth in this PG rated movie, but still, knowing it’'s true
love after just a one-night stand? Come on! And, I guess
you'll have to see the movie to appreciate this, but would an
abandoned theater really still have its electricity working?
Doubtful. Like I said, just a few examples of what I
perceived to be holes in the plot, but there are other things
about the movie that could have easily been changed, improving
the film’'s quality. Doing so would add much enjoyment and
just plain common sense to this movie. And Robin Williams was
not the shining star in August Rush either; that was left for
Freddie Highmore who played Evan — he was also wonderful
playing twins in the great movie The Spiderwick Chronicles —
another highly recommended flick. Williams seemed almost
annoying in his role as a musical outlaw with his multple
piercings and goatee. I flip-flopped between deciding if his
character “Wizard” was a good guy or a bad guy. Maybe that
was the point, I'm not even sure.

The actor who played Buford Benjamin Blue (Bubba) in Forrest
Gump played a preacher in August Rush, so I was wondering if
the line, “Run August run!” was a reference to the extremely
famous line, “Run Forrest run!” from the Oscar-winning film
based upon the Winston Groom novel, one of my favorite movies
(one that I highly recommend). Or maybe it was the filmakers’
way of laughing at us for even thinking of an awesome movie
like Forrst Gump during August Rush. Ok, it wasn’t that bad..
I did appreciate the sentiment. But my lack of suspension of
disbelief just got in the way of me getting swept into the
magic of the movie, I guess.

Sorry for those who disagree with me, but I'm still glad you
recommended the movie; it was definitely worth a screening -
thanks!!
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Wish list for the movie buffs

[[§]

So you don’t know what to ask your wealthy friends and family
members for for Christmas. Well, how about Indiana Jones’s
whip or fedora from Temple of Doom? Or how about that light
saber used by Mark Hamill in the original Star Wars movie?
Now you know why I said wealthy friends and family, because no
ordinary person is going to be able to afford these things,
but if you are one of those who can, the auction is December
11. There are some things for ordinary mortals too (though
still starting at $1000 for most), but don’t expect to get
some of the more famous stuff including the above mentioned
items for less than 100 grand, and no- the chocolate bar won't
work as payment. []

The place to find more information is Profiles in History and
what to look for there is Hollywood Auction 33. Besides the
two films above by Mr. Lucas, you can find items from films
like Harry Potter, Gremlins, Men in Black, Terminator, and
many more. What are you waiting for? Go and check it out.
Be sure to get something to catch that drool first.. The first
bunch of items are photos, but after those the good stuff
starts. I downloaded the catalog at 24 megs, but you can view
the lots on the web too. Indiana Jones starts at lot 368.
Star Wars at 346.
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