Saturday In The Sticks

wow! My first Saturday off in at least 2 months (I'm not
counting the three weeks I was pretty well incapacitated.. no
fun!). Gloomy, wet, cold day that it was there were moments
of enjoyment. Decided to tag along with Mom and my oldest
niece to grocery shop and use my gift card to pick up a
certain DVD that came out yesterday. As we parked at the
grocery, I noticed a vehicle with a very recognizable license
plate holder. I told Shelb “Guess who’s here?” Always fun to
run into your best friends (all 6 of them).

Tonight, Shelby and I went to see the musical version of the
Adam Sandler/Drew Barrymore flick The Wedding Singer.

Although the cast and crew were phenomenal, I would
definitely not have taken any of my nieces and nephews under
the age of 15. I’'m sure that the innuendo would have flown
over their head but some of the language would be cause for
concern.

The show was great fun and a great transport back to the age
of excess with catch phrases, pop culture references of 1985,
and the CLAPPER!!! YOU HAVE TO LOVE THE CLAPPER! And who
doesn’t love seeing the fake Rainbow Brite (Played by another
one of my nieces.. Alyssa Davis.. and I thought she was only 7),
Joan Jett, Cyndi Lauper, Brooke Shields, Punky Brewster, and I
did spy a nerd who had the orange and black striped shirt and
rainbow suspenders of a certain Orkan. Plus, a Princess Leia
wannabe complete with a cinnabun hairdo. I wonder if the
script called for the Princess Leia character; knowing the
actress, she probably had some input.

The leads and ensemble were all wonderful but there were
several standout scene-stealing cameos particularly the always
engaging Tiff who brought the house down as Linda, Robbie’s
fiance. Another pure delight was a fellow tangenteer who was
ALMOST unrecognizable as Robbie’s grandma. The rap she
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performed with the flamboyant George was a hoot! If I've said
it one, I've said it a million times.. lots of times a show 1is
not all about the leads. Give a cameo or supporting role to
the right thespian and they will steal the show. It just so
happened that this show had more than one great cameo role [J

I stopped at the entrance after the show long enough to
congratulate Carol and say hi to Megan. My leg was getting
tired and I did not want to fight the mob but the show was a
TOTALLY TUBULAR!

As an added bonus, I even get NEXT Saturday off! Not going to
complain since I will have a Saturday and Sunday off (provided
that the store I work in continues to recognize the
resurrection of our Savior).

The Plays The Thing

Our community theatre, in it’s infinite wisdom, has decided to
limit the number of musicals to one per season. I suppose
that I can see the need for this. A good, well-known musical
is much more expensive to produce than a play. However, it
has been pointed out time and again that musicals are the
bread and butter of most theatres and if the right musical is
chosen and performed well, they generally bring in more money
than most plays. Most of the musicals I have either been
involved with or heard about have done well (with one
exception but the reasons for the financial loss were many).

The problem is.. trying to find plays that will bring in
audiences. It has been suggested that we attempt to focus on
seasonal shows. In October, I cannot wait to be part of the
all cast production of Little Shop of Horrors. In December,
we are performing Miracle on 34th Street. Both shows would
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appeal to the seasons.

For next season, we already have the musical locked in.
Taffetas 1s going to be done in October 2010. I suggested
doing another Christmas show like A Christmas Story (yes the
movie has been turned into a stage play that I think would be
a riot to perform). There are also any number of versions of
Dickens’ perennial favorite, A Christmas Carol. I also
mentioned via email a suggestion given to me for future
October shows: Dracula. Are there any other shows that would
fit into other seasons? A good romantic comedy for February.
Something like Honk! for future spring shows?

Or another possibility, our theatre has within it at least two
people who have the fantastic knack of playwriting. Many
times, these are given spots entitled “independent projects.”
I think that if someone has a piece ready for performance it
should be included as part of the season.

So, if any of my readers hiding in the shadows have any
suggestions, please come out and suggest them. I still think
that it would not hurt to do Romeo and Juliet. I know most
people cringe at the idea of bringing Shakespeare to a small
stage, but I say why not take a chance?



