Busiest Weekend EVER! Part
Two

(continued from a previous blog post)

So here’s a recap of Sunday — church, brunch, Hannah Montana
movie — and that is where I left off.

So we get to the Hannah Montana movie, and of course our 9-
month-old son wakes up from his nap just in time for the movie
(couldn’t be awake to play at church, couldn’t be awake to
indulge in brunch, alas — that’'s always the way when you have
kids — they sleep thru everything good, and I swear it’'s a
rule — they always wake when the irony is thick!) But,
because the Hannah Montana movie is a musical, our 3 youngest
were kept too busy to perform their usual awful antics at the
movie theater. It was a girly movie, especially with a double
love story plot, but our little boy is only 9-months-old, so
he didn’t notice the girlishness. Instead he loved the
musical interludes, and he <clapped to each one
enthusiastically. For some reason, and I’'ve written about
this before, the movie theater turns our normally sweet 2-
year-old into a little stripper. Luckily, by the time the
idea to take her clothes off occurred to her today, it was
near the end of the movie, so she only got as far as taking
off her socks and shoes — although she did make sure to note
(yell) while doing so, “Don’t look at me — I take clothes
off!” Ok, Disney, if you don’t want people looking, why are
you taking your clothes off? Such is the logic of a 2-year-
old, I guess.

We had no major spills this time ( I'm referring to our last
experience when we saw Monsters Vs. Aliens and we somehow
dumped an entire soft drink into the lady’s purse who was
sitting behind us — major oops!), and today our baby was on
his best behavior as well because of all the music in the
movie — something that I think saved us as far as our 3
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youngest kids’ behavior at the movies today. As for the movie
itself, I enjoyed it more than I did Monsters Vs. Aliens,
probably because I actually got to watch this one. But an
extra nice surprise for me was the country music add-ins -
surprise performances from Taylor Swift and my favorite group,
Rascall Flatts. They sang one of their best songs
acoustically as if they were relatives just sitting around
jamming at a family get-together (can this be MY family get-
together?), and it was thoroughly enjoyable. Miley Cyrus
even showed her country roots in a song which attempts to
revive line-dancing; I guess kids these days (now I sound like
I'm 80 — GREAT, when did THAT happen?!?) have a dance they do
to this song, but whatever, I kind of liked the song.
Overall, I truly enjoyed the country theme that was abundant
in this movie — groovin’ country music, gorgeous farm fields,
cowboys ropin’ horses.. what’s not to like? There was also a
surprise (for me) appearance by Jan Levinson Gould from the tv
show, The Office. Of course in this movie, she wasn’t Jan —
she was some southern belle who played Miley’'s dad’'s love
interest — almost as far away from Jan as one could be, but I
still enjoyed the Office reference. Also, keep in mind that
this is a Disney film, so there are LOTS of prat-fallish types
of humor, as well as recurring movie themes. For example,
‘lobster trouble’ (ala Splash, circa 1984), ‘switching
identities for different dinner dates’ (ala Mrs. Doubtfire,
circa 1993), ‘major celebrity comes in to save a town’ (ala
Wayne’'s World 2, circa 1993 or ala Mystery, Alaska circa
1999), it’'s always best to be yourself’ (ala.. wow, WAY TOO
MANY TO MENTION — take your pick..)

So anyway, I have to (reluctantly) admit that I was pleasantly
surprised with the Hannah Montana movie — plenty of stuff in
this one for the parents as well as the tweens and even the
stripping two-year-olds. But the movie wasn’t as plot-less as
I had hoped — 1in other words, we didn’t get home until 2:55 —
just 20 short minutes before we had to leave for a class we
had signed up for through church. So for the next 20 minutes



we scrambled around — letting dogs out, repacking diaper bags,
changing diapers, etc. We arrived at our class pretty much on
time, though a bit exhausted, thank you very much!

The class was great! We learned a lot about our church -
their beliefs, their history, as well as their foundations for
building a relationship with Christ — a very well-spent 3
hours. And we got to meet other couples at our table too -
which is memorable for me because they were surprised to learn
we had 4 kids — and I quote, “You don’t look old enough to
have 4 kids!” NICE!

Following the class was a great dinner of homemade pasta
provided by a local chef. Following the delicious dinner was
a tour of the north campus of our church — we worship in the
south campus, so it was nice to learn the ins and outs of the
north campus — so awesome! Qur oldest daughter was so excited
to show us where her Sunday school was held, and their rooms
for youth were VERY impressive! There was a room with a stage
for youth productions, and it even had backstage areas, which
is almost more than I can say for one of our community
theater’'s stages, haha! Also, there was a game room with
multiple foosball tables and ‘carpet ball’ — something new to
me, but a game I'd definitely like to try! One of the youth
rooms had state-of-the-art stage lights and restaurant-style
booths for kids to ‘hang out’ in.. Overall, it was a fun
evening, and I learned a lot. But, as became common for
today, we had to rush from the church class in order to be
home in time for the community theater’s play reading
committee meeting and my much anticipated Cubs game. I was
looking forward to this game for days. It was a long series
(most are 3 game, some are 2 game, this one was 4 game)
against the Cubs rival — the St. Louis Cardinals, with whom
the Cubs are vying for first place. The game was at night,
which is rare for a Sunday, so I was VERY excited about
rounding out my weekend with such a game. But alas, the darn
rain had its way, and the game was postponed. So only play



reading meeting to look forward to for me — at least I didn’t
have to rush the meeting and kick people too hard to leave my
house since there was no Cub’s game! And for once, I think we
actually achieved a lot at the play reading committee
meeting. Probably because of the fact that there were only 4
of us in attendance — but hey, maybe that ‘s what needs to be
done in order to achieve something.. too many people get in
each others way, I guess. It will be interesting to see what
the absent members think of the decisions the four of us made
while they were absent — I hope the decisions stick!

In summary, a great, if extremely exhausting weekend. Come on
now, would I have it any other way?

Monsters VS Aliens

We took the kids to see the Pixar movie Monsters VS Aliens
last Sunday after church. The good news is, we didn’t end up
with any nude children running around the theater (see a
previous post of mine; I forget which one, but I think this
happened more than once so take your pick — we haven’t been to
the movies in months, and now you know why!). The bad news 1is
that I didn’t think this movie lived up to the hype. But I
couldn’'t be sure; I didn’'t get to see much of it. It seemed
to me like they showed all the funny parts in the previews,
but then again, once you read what I was doing instead of
watching the movie, you’'ll see why I could be wrong..

Our family now takes up an entire row at the movie theater.

Our oldest starting pouting because she was stuck on the
inside and complained that she couldn’t see. To her credit,
she got over it right away and ended up being the one kid of
the four who actually stayed awake for the entire movie. The
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movie was about to start, and I felt something pelt my back —
HARD. I turned to my husband and said, “I think someone just
threw something at me, intentionally because it was hard and
it hurt!”. He said, “It probably was intentional — turn

around and see who it is!” Duh — why didn’t I think of that?

I'm not the type to want to draw attention, so I figured it
was some poor kid who was going to get in trouble if I turned
around or something.. so I turned around and saw some game-

nighters grinning at us. “Good thing you finally turned
around, " they said, “we were almost out of Junior Mints!”
Haha — that was funny, and I learned my lesson, if you get

pelted in the back at the movie theater, you should turn
around to see who would actually throw candy at the movie
theater — you might be surprised to find out it’s NOT kids!

The lights dimmed, the previews came on, and my son dirtied
his diaper. By the time I got back from changing him, I had
already missed a preview — my husband and I love the
previews. Oh well, better than missing the movie, I thought..

little did I know we would be missing that too. So my son,
who is 8 months old and just starting to crawl, didn’t want to
sit still for a movie. He was happy munching on things, but
he was pretty rambunctious when I was holding him. So I spent
most of the movie trying to calm him down and keep him busy.

My 2-year-old daughter, who is usually the problem (and the
nudist) at the movies, actually fell asleep. My husband went
to put her in her seat to sleep so we could enjoy the movie,
and there was a horrible gushing sound followed by gasps from
the people behind us. Apparently, my husband’s pop had gotten
knocked over, and wouldn’t you know it, it was almost full and
of course it poured directly into the lady’s purse who was
sitting behind us. OOPS! How can you possibly apologize for
something like that, especially while trying to be quiet so
others can watch the movie? All the commotion of course woke
up my daughter, so now we had her to deal with again. Not
more than 20 minutes later, my son made a lightening-fast grab
for my drink, and I didn’t catch him in time, so SPLOSH -



another one bites the dust. At least this time it was in MY
diaper bag and not the woman’s behind me again - that would
have been lawsuit-worthy! But now we were drinkless, had 2
rambunctious kids, and were only about halfway through the
movie!

Well, we made it through, my 2 youngest daughters fell asleep
before the movie was over, and my son was out about 10 minutes
before it ended — he waited long enough to keep me from seeing
the movie, and long enough to wake up when we left and screw
up his nap cycle. But I guess I learned yet again that my
kids are too little to go to the movies — at least all 4 at
one time. And the lady behind us didn’t say anything when she
left, thank goodness. But I wouldn’t take my word for it that
Monsters VS Aliens isn’t anything special — I didn’t see most
of it!

Super(fun)Bowl

I am much more of a baseball fan than a football fan (see my
countdown timer to the first game of Cubs spring training to
the right). But I will admit that I love watching football;
mainly because my husband loves it, and I love to see him
enjoy things that make him happy. Oh, that and the fact that
whenever he watches football, it's become sort of a tradition
with us that he gives me excellent backrubs! So while I
couldn’t care less who won yesterday’s Superbowl, ( although I
chose the Cardinals to root for because it’s always fun to
pick a team and scream and shout and get into the game) I did
have a great time watching it.

We had decided to have a get-together; a fun evening filled
with friends and food (too much food! We had to have pizza
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for dinner again Monday and will have it twice more this week

just to get rid of all the extras!). Because I have 4 kids, I
didn’'t get to see all of my favorite part of the Superbowl -
the commercials. But that’s ok, I'm sure I can catch them
online somewhere if I'm so inclined. The ones I did see were
pretty good — I especially liked the Potato Head one (think it
was for tires). It just cracks me up when Mrs. Potato Head
changes into her ‘angry’ eyes, hehehe! I also really liked
the careerbuilder.com commercial with the moose head on the
wall — I won’t spoil the rest of it because I recommend you go
out and find it yourself if you haven’t seen it. I missed the
newest E-Trade.com commercials with the talking baby, so those
I will have to find because I always enjoy those. O0h, and
I'lLl have to see the latest chapter in the saga of the
Budweiser Clydesdales..

As for halftime, I'm not a fan of “The Boss”, so I wasn't
paying attention to Bruce Springsteen’s performance. I am
glad to note, however, that he didn’t incur a wardrobe
malfunction ala Justin Timberlake and Janet Jackson circa
Superbowl XXXVII in 2004. Also during halftime, there was a
special 3D event. We had picked up enough pairs of 3D glasses
for the party at a store ahead of time (we actually got enough
to last us until Superbowl L!), but in my opinion, they should
have given a few minutes warning for people to get their
glasses ready. We had ours ready because they did mention it
in the 2nd quarter, but I didn’t get a chance to get my
regular eyeglasses to wear underneath, which guaranteed an
absence of 3D for me. But other people seemed pretty
impressed.. I have seen the preview for Monsters Vs. Aliens in
the movie theater and it looks really funny — I’'m looking
forward to that movie coming out.

Well, anyway, much fun was had by all. We had originally
intended to make this a game night / Superbowl party, but by
the time the big game ended, there wasn’t any time for board
games. Next time! And oh yeah, I should report that the



Pittsburgh Steelers won the Superbowl, in case you’re using my
site for a news report []



