Incredible Baseball!

I am a baseball fan. The baseball season started not even a
week ago, and I’'ve already seen, well, I won’t say that I've
seen enough good baseball for the season — #1 because I don’t
want to jinx the rest of the season, and #2 how could there
ever be enough good baseball for a fan? What I'm trying to
say 1s, this season so far (all six days of it) has been
incredibly satisfying — especially for a Cubs fan such as
myself. The Chicago Cubs, my team of choice, has been
involved in two rubber games — for those who aren’t familiar,
a rubber game is a game that will decide who wins a series.
Of the two series the Cubs have played so far this season,
both have come down to the rubber game. The Cubs won their
first rubber game against the Houston Astros, thus winning the
series, and tonight they are vying against the Milwaukee
Brewers for the rubber game of their second series of the
season.

The Cubs / Brewers series has been nothing short of
incredible. These teams are rivals almost as notorious as the
Cubs / White Sox, but then again, nothing can compare to
cross-town rivalry across divisions. This weekend, we’ll
settle for some up-the-lake rivalry. I have to admit that on
Friday night, I was disappointed. I stayed out in the living
room, sacrificing myself for our game night taking place in
the dining room, to watch the end of the Cubs/Brewers baseball
game. The game was 2 — nothing Brewers until the 4th inning
when the Cubs were able to score, making it 2-1. The Cubs
were able to score again in the 6th, when Koyie Hill hit a 2-
run homer to allow the Cubs a lead. But they just couldn’t
hang on to it, and the Brewers scored and won in the bottom of
the 9th. But it was their home opener, so we should give the
guys something for their efforts, right? So they got a win,
and Saturday night, we were back in business... we listened to
the game on the radio on the way home from the Toledo Zoo.
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The game was a leapfrog match; 3-2 Milwaukee by the time we
tuned in. But somewhere along the Ohio turnpike, the Cubbies
tied it up. Then we got home and turned on the tv before we
even unloaded our dollar store purchases and turned on the
living room light. We did get the sleeping kids out of the
car, fyi. I might be a fan of baseball, but I'm not
criminally insane enough to abandon the wee-ones to slumber in
the car — hehe. We turned on the tv in the living room just
in time to watch a little bit of leapfrogging, baseball-
style. Alfonso Soriano hit a 2-run homer to bring the Cubs
into the lead and would eventually be the fate of the game,
leading us to a rubber match on Easter Sunday.

As I posted earlier, we had a wonderful early Easter Sunday,
and after church and brunch, we decided to have a lazy day.

Well, kind of, I had to tackle Mount Washmore, which I did,
but then I was able to enjoy the baseball game once it came on
at (very late for a Sunday) 8pm. And this game is the entire
reason why I'm writing this post — what an incredible game!

First off, Alfonso Soriano began the game with a homer on the
first pitch — AGAIN! That guy also hit a homer on the very
first pitch of the season this year — not to mention the fact
that his homer is what put the Cubs in the lead during last
night’s game — that guy is on FIRE!!! So anyway, the Cubs
got themselves 4 runs ahead of the Brewers tonight, and then
the Brewers got a grand slam to tie up the game — but wait -
Reed Johnson grew springs in his shoes, and he jumps up and
grabs that ball from homerun-dom, saving the Cubs and their
lead! Across the remaining innings, they increase their lead
and win the rubber game for the second time this season of the
two series they’'ve played — WHEW! 1It’s baseball time again!!!

And I should mention, the Cubs winning this second series of
the season is probably due to my hat. I’'m very superstitious
about my Cubs baseball hat. I was so busy with my 4 kids that
I forgot to wear my hat until Saturday (when the Cubs needed
some help, I might add), so I wore it all day on Saturday, and



they ended up beating the Brewers, which means that my hat has
the power this year to do great things. Even though we had a
lazy Sunday and didn’'t go anywhere today, I wore the hat

Happy Easter!

I was right about something — I said it was going to be a
great weekend and it was, even now, Sunday afternoon, when
it’s time for the Easter comedown the kids get when their
sugar highs from all that candy wear off!

We celebrated our 10th wedding anniversary (again!) Friday
night with a game night, and as usual, we had lots of fun!
Without announcing it to anyone, I decided to have a sort of
Mexican theme, which simply meant making a taco dip and
margaritas. It’s not like I usually have themes for game
night; I just happened to read a recipe for the taco dip
earlier in the week, then we almost got the kids a show cone
machine which inspired the margaritas. Even though we didn’t
get the snow cone machine, my husband said we have a little
device that crushes ice; except when it came time for the
margaritas, he decided he didn’t want to crush the ice, and we
ended up with glasses full of crushed popsicles (?) instead.
So anyway, I don’t remember telling any of my friends it was
Mexican game night, but about 4 of them showed up with salsa
and/or taco dip! When the last person arrived a little late
and brought salsa, we gave her a standing ovation — hey, most
of us are theater people; it seemed like the thing to do! I
forgot to mention that before the game night, we went to
Walmart where they had an Easter bunny to visit. My youngest
daughter was afraid of him, so that explains how I got in the
picture:
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Saturday the community theater had their first-ever Easter egg
hunt. We were actually going to go to the drive-thru zoo /
safari park in Port Clinton, Ohio, but we decided to stay and
support the theater’s egg hunt instead. And that was a great
decision — the egg hunt was a blast! There were organized
games for the older kids while the toddlers hunted, but our
little 2 5 year old daughter, Disney, was a little shy about
picking up the eggs. The eggs had prizes in them, ranging
from candy to tickets for large prizes to coin dollars — and
Disney got one of those! The older kids enjoyed a variety of
games; including a relay race where they were to race to a
table and finish two boxes of Peeps — no hands allowed! It
was a riot!

The kids enjoyed doing an actual egg hunt, unlike at our
town’s annual Easter egg hunt where they’ve resorted to
throwing candy on the floor of the middle school gym rather
than try to plan around the weather every year and do it at a
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playground where they can actually hide the candy. They even
sold lunch, which was great because after the hunt, we were
ready to take off for the zoo and the kids had already been
fed!

So we got to the Toledo Zoo and it was a little less than two
hours before closing, so we had to pick and choose exhibits to
see. Qur oldest daughter really enjoys the Aquarium, so we
began in there, and made our way around the back half of the
zoo, ending with the great apes. The orangutans were bedding
down for the night, and the gorillas were eating — allowing
for some great up close views since a few of them chose eating
perches right in front of the viewing glass. Because the
weather is getting nicer, many animals were outside, and we
enjoyed activity from the tigers and sloth bears — one of
which is our “friend” and enjoys smelling us through the glass
and playing with dangling car keys and hats. My favorite
animal of the day were the hippos — the Toledo Zoo has full-
size, humongous hippos (not the smaller pygmy variety found in
many zoos), and Saturday they were hungry! The keeper had
them cordoned off while he put out their food, and we got to
watch as he let them at it, one by one. The poor hippo who
had to wait got anxious and was opening his mouth really wide
and rolling over in the water — hippo version of begging, I
guess.. but after seeing that huge animal charge and buck in
the water like that made me realize just how dangerous a boat
ride on the Nile River would be!

The zoo closed, so we went to a few of my favorite types of
stores — $1 stores, which was lucky I thought because I was
sure they would close around 6ish on a Saturday. I thought I
remembered that about stores from my youth — I remember being
disappointed about not being able to stay at the mall later on
Saturdays.. but I'm glad I was wrong and they were open until
9 because I was able to stock up on some snacks and birthday
party goodie bag trinkets for our soon-to-be 5-year-old’s
upcoming party. When we got home, I was dead tired, but I did



catch the end of an awesome Chicago Cubs game before playing
Easter bunny. The Cubs came from behind the Milwaukee Brewers
to tie up the game and then win it with an Alfonso Soriano
home run — that guy is on fire this year!! We got the kids’
Easter baskets ready and hid the non-perishable eggs and went
to bed.

Sunday we let our baby wake us — usually my husband wakes with
the baby and lets me and the other kids sleep in when
possible. But today I wanted to be up in time to hide the
real eggs, so we put our two youngest in the bath, started the
coffee, and began hiding eggs. But not soon after, our oldest
starting coming down the stairs, so we had to re-direct her
and give her a “job” to do upstairs while we finished so she
wouldn’t see us. We had a great time, but my camera’s battery
died, so I don’t have any pictures of that..

Then it was off to church to learn about the real reason we
celebrate Easter (how did coloring eggs get involved anyway?
Maybe something to look up later when the kids are in bed and
the Cubs are creaming the Brewers!). I never get bored at
church, but I do get awfully tired — today my coffee wore off
despite the energizing music and the pastor’s entertaining
sermon involving hot dogs and Jesus, of course! I guess I
just get so relaxed since I don’t have to worry about any of
the kids for an hour — that’s a good thing! We did go to bed
late last night though.. maybe I’'ll catch a nap while the kids
play Easter bunny to their pets. They are hiding carrots in
plastic eggs for their rats and hiding dog treats in eggs for
their dogs. The bird got a new toy also, but he screamed at
me while I was doing laundry again, so he’s back on the sh*t
list. My friend is running an ‘ugly pet contest’ for a play
she’s in, and I think I'm going to enter the bird for revenge
— he’s molting and his feathers are nappy right now — HA!

Happy Easter everyone!



Take Me Out to the Ballgame -
Uecker Style

Well, the Cubs lost their second series to the Brewers this
season, but equally upsetting is what happened today during
the 7th inning stretch. Taking place at Wrigley Field,
today’s game was the “rubber game” of the series. Someone
decided Bob Ueker, aka ‘the voice of the Brewers’ would be a
good guest to come and lead the crowd in ‘Take Me Out to the

Ballgame’. Nevermind for a minute the events that took place
during the song today; this decision doesn’t seem very wise to
me from the get-go. Bob Uecker was born and raised in

Milwaukee. He grew up watching the minor-league Milwaukee
Brewers, and the first team he signed with in the major
leagues was the Milwaukee Braves. He's been doing the play-
by-play announcements for the Brewers on the radio since 1971,
and still holds the job. Why then, did someone deem it a good
decision to have him come to Wrigley Field, home of the
Chicago Cubs, to lead the crowd during the 7th inning
stretch? If we pretend the Chicago White Sox don’t exist [J -
the Cubs have their biggest rivalry with their neighbors to
the north, the Milwaukee Brewers. So why invite someone who
has obviously been a lifelong Milwaukee fan to do the 7th
inning stretch during a Cubs / Brewers game on Cubs turf? I
just don’t get it..

Here is a play by play of today’s incident. Bob Ueker comes
out to sing the 7th inning stretch. Nothing seemed amiss,
until the part in the song that goes, “root, root, root, for
the Brewers”. He actually said ‘root for the Brewers’ at
Wrigley Field. He was immediately BOOED LOUDLY by the crowd,
of course, so then he sings, “you do the same for the Cubs” to
the tune of the song, but by this point, the organist just
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gives up because now he’s out of tune and has lost the
organist in the song. In order to get back on track, he then
proceeds to skip ahead, or maybe it’s because he realized it
would be an even worse decision to say something like “if they
don’t win it’s a shame” about the Brewers in Wrigley Field.
Either way, he skips ahead to “for it’s ONE, TWO, THREE
(organist comes back into the song, hardly missing a beat
except for the made-up lyrics) strikes you'’re out at the old
ball game!” I had kids to tend to, so I didn’'t see the entire
fallout from the fiasco, but I did get back to the tv just in
time to hear Ueker say, “I'm rooting for the Brewers, what do
they want me to do, root for the Cubs?” YES! Of course the
Cubs fans want you to root for the Cubs, especially at Wrigley
Field! And if you can’t do that, pretend! And if you can’t
pretend, then stay in Milwaukee!

Well, forget Bob Ueker and whoever invited him to Wrigley
today — that person was probably fired before the beginning of
the 8th inning anyway. The Cubs are off to a great start this
year, and I can only hope I get less busy so I can see more
games because they are playing some great baseball, and it’s
fun to watch! I can only hope they beat the pants off the
Cardinals who are in first place in the Cubs division by only
a half game.. That series begins tomorrow and I will be
watching — in between kid duties, of course! GO CUBS!

Important Car Shopping Tip

We bought a new car back in November, and we’'re very happy
with it. But I have to admit, there is a feature I forgot to
check when car shopping — how is the reception for WGN radio
AM 7207 Translation: will I be able to catch the Cubs games
being broadcast all the way from Chicago?!?
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Luckily for me, the answer is yes! Since baseball season was
over when we bought the car, it didn’t occur to me to check
for this very essential feature in a vehicle. But today, the
radio’s ability was tested because as the family errand-
runner, the only way for me to be able to catch any of the
Cubs game was in the car between picking up kids from school,
taking them to and from piano lessons, the library, etc. Not
only did the Cubs game come in, but it was even better than
the lousy reception our old Ford mini-van picked up last year.

So BOOLYAH! Now I am even happier with the new car and also
ecstatic that I got to hear the Cubbies avoid a series sweep
by the Milwaukee Brewers today. To quote Harry Caray, CUBS
WIN! And to quote a friend named Morat, Everyone Wins! Ok,
everyone wins who doesn’t drive a Ford that is..

[

Fever Pitch

Originally this post was called “CUBS WIN!!!” And I followed
it up with: gee, I sure hope I'm not jinxing anything by
posting this. And as I was typing that, the dang Brewers
scored 3 runs! Now that I’'ve changed the title of the post,
the awful half-inning ended and the Cubs are now up with a
chance to save the game and have one man on base.

Unfortunately for me, I will have to miss the finale and
seeing if the Cubs pull it off because I can’t suspend my
entire life for baseball, as much as I'd like to. I already
rearranged my schedule around this game today, and wouldn’t
you know it, there were not one, but TWO rain delays, which is
why the Cubs are still playing and why I have to miss the end
of the game because my poor family has gone without dinner
long enough! So, hope for me and for the Cubs that they pull
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this off — I must say it’s starting to look good with 2 men on
now and NO OUTS — this game has reached a fever pitch as their
pitcher is starting to choke and walk Cubs out the wazoo... OH
MY GOSH — FUKUDOME JUST HIT A 3-RUN HOMER TO TIE THE GAME!!!

My daughter can stand in the rain waiting for me to pick her
up, can’'t she? It’s opening day! 1Is there an emoticon for



