80s Toys

All that talk of California Raisins on my blog the other day
got me to thinking about many of the toys I used to play with
when I was a kid growing up in the 80’s. I was a big fan of
Fisher Price’s Little People back then, and I generally liked
playsets of any kind. The internet is a cool thing for many
reasons, and it’s fun for stirring up nostalgia now and then.
I remembered this set of wind-up skill games they had in the
80s that were really small. After a few minutes of google
searching, I found them: T.H.I.N.G.S. by Milton Bradley
(Totally Hilarious Incredibly Neat Games of Skill - who
remembers these?) . It’s funny how most of these little toys
look like just your everyday junk from China when you’re an
adult, but when I was a kid, I had the Sir-Ring-a-Lot game and
wanted all the rest of the T.H.I.N.G.S.

I was also really into Nerfuls after sending away for one
(visor guy) in exchange for cereal UPCs. These were little 3-
piece figures — a body, a ball for the head, and a hat or
hair. Some came with vehicles and the coolest parts were the
stackable Nerfuls houses.

Legos were also really cool (still are!), and I'm thinking of
getting my 5-year-old some of her own sets for Christmas this
year.

Added link to Weebles Mickey Mouse Clubhouse.

Names and Ties

Another week, another post. As one of you mentioned in a
previous post of mine, this blog lets my friends know about my
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life even if I don’t post often so I guess any danger of this
blog closing has vanished as it is a really good point.
Anyway, I finally finished the DVD I was working on for my
cabin last Saturday- well, mostly. There is still one I am
trying to fix because the DVD player I tried it in kept
glitching at the menu, even after I changed the video and
readded it. Yes, each camper got a DVD with a customized
menu- an animation of themselves done with Corel’s Painter 4
Essentials. With it, you can turn a photo into something that
looks like a painting. 0ddly enough, though it goes through
an animated process “painting” the picture, you can’t save the
animation. Luckily though I still had Camstudio installed
from when admin was trying to save a video when JibJab was a
bit slow in allowing his paid download last year. It did the
job perfectly.

Since then, I have been busy or just plain tired. Mondays are
back to having no time to post, and I have been getting up
early every day this week, today included, so I have just not
felt like posting. Today however I had an incident that
couldn’t wait for a post. Actually, it’s the latest in things
that have been going through my mind as a post for awhile
about names and relations. About names, a couple of recent
namesakes have run across my life either personally or in the
news. One of them is the CINO (if you are familiar with the
political term RINO you will understand this abbreviation
considering his recent interview with the local paper) named
Milton Bradley. I wonder, is that his real name? I know many
entertainers have stage names, but I don’t really know if that
applies to sports figures. If the name is real, how did kids
treat him growing up? Milton Bradley of course was once a big
gaming company in case anyone reading this has forgotten.
It’s not a big name anymore of course having been absorbed by
the gaming behemoth Hasbro, but still when the ball player
Milton was growing up I'm sure the company was still known.

On the same topic I met a student teacher the other day when



subbing at a middle school. His namesake was a famous
inventor every child in school learns, so I am sure he must
have been teased mercilessly. His name? Tom Edison.
Undoubtedly he is still asked by kids about it, and will be
for some time considering his chosen profession. I can attest
to this considering my own last name is a common word if not a
namesake (though kids did once ask if I'm related to a
character on TV with the same last name- yes, a character- not
an actor [J ) and I get asked about it all. the. time.

Before I move on to today, I should start a bit earlier. Kids
aren’t the only ones who ask about relations when they
encounter a name. When I encounter a child with a
particularly famous last name I sometimes ask about it. Of
course, most either have no idea who I'm talking about or just
say no, they aren’t related. Well they are, as we are all
related to the first man and woman known as Adam and Eve, and
later Noah since he and his family were the only survivors of
the great flood. They are related, but many generations
removed of course. However, one time when I was student
teaching myself, I came across a girl with the last name of
Fogerty and of course had to ask about John Fogerty. Instead
of the expected response she said that yes, he was her uncle.
Pretty old for her uncle I would have to say, but maybe she
meant great-uncle. I clarified since John Fogerty could still
be a common name and not in fact refer to the former CCR
member, but she maintained that he was her uncle. Well, I
suppose someone has to say yes to this question.

Today’s encounter started with a guided reading group. We
were discussing a book where a shy boy had a talent for
playing the piano. He started out telling no one, even his
friends, about this talent but ended up overcoming nervousness
and performing in front of the school in a talent show. We
talked about performing and of course I shared that I acted.

The kids' eyes really lit up at this, and I mean really. When
I said this they assumed I meant I acted on TV. I have never



met this kind of fixed attention before when I brought up
acting, but it turns out they had a reason for linking acting
with television. Their teacher is the mother of an actor who
plays a major role in Smallville, and even came to visit last
year. I probably shouldn’t say which one, but his last name
is not the same as his mother’s, so I might if prodded. I
looked up his bio at a few sites and there’s no mention of his
mother’s name so it may not even take much prodding..

EDIT: I guess I should have looked up Milton Bradley on
Wikipedia before I asked my question, as it has this to say
about the baseball player:

Bradley is named after his father, Milton Bradley, Sr., who
filled out the birth certificate form without his wife’s
permission. As Milton’s mother says of his father, “He wanted

a Junior, and made damn sure he got one.”l Junior, who
shares a name with a popular board game pioneer, has always
been teased about his name, but has never changed it because

the memories it evokes “only drive him harder”.™


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milton_Bradley_%28baseball%29#cite_note-sports.espn.go.com-0

