How To Murder A Ferrari

Have you ever seen the 80’'s movie responsible for Matthew
Broderick’s big break called Ferris Bueller’s Day 0ff? I'm
sure it was popular everywhere, but growing up in the ‘burbs
of Chicago, we watched this movie over and over recognizing
new locales each time since it was filmed in our backyards.
If you’ve seen the movie, then you are most likely familiar
with the scene where Ferris’ friend, Cameron Fry, has a major
meltdown and pushes his dad’s Ferrari out of the glass wall of
his garage. This scene was filmed at an actual house in the
upscale Chicago suburb of Highland Park, and the house is now
for sale. For a cool $2,300,000, you can buy the house and
reenact the famous “Ferrari Murder” scene from Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off. Even if you don’t have that kind of money
or don’t want to live in Highland Park (your neighbors would
be Michael Jordan, Gary Sinise, and Harold Ramis), it’s still
kind of cool to check out the real estate listing which has
details and other pictures of the house besides this:
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Simultaneous Sports

Last night was rare — my husband and I were watching two
different sports on two different tvs, and football was not
involved! My husband is a huge fan of the Chicago Bears, and
tries to catch every one of their games. But it’s not
football season, so we decided to check in on the Chicago
Bulls since they are in the playoffs. We tuned in right at
(what was supposed to be) the end of the game, and it was
really exciting! Let me back up to 1997 for a minute — a few
weeks after we met, my husband took me on a date to a Chicago
Bulls game. Not just any game — it was game 6 of the NBA
Finals, and the Bulls were going for the win over the Utah
Jazz. Not only that, we got to see the “Dream Team” in action
— Michael Jordan, Scottie Pippen, Dennis Rodman, Luc Longley,
etc. And the Bulls ended up winning that night! It was so
fun.. well, except for when I passed out on the street before
the game — it was in such a bad neighborhood that people
thought I had OD’'d. But I had just not eaten or drank much
water that day since my car had overheated, and I had to walk
to a pay phone and try to get a hold of my husband, er
boyfriend at the time to pick me up where I was stranded. We
were almost late to the game, and it was obviously a hot day
and I think I dehydrated.. Anyway, that was my first and only
live NBA game, and it was enough to let me appreciate
basketball, especially exciting games with high stakes.

So last night, the Bulls were on the verge of getting
eliminated from the series, when the score was tied and they
went into overtime - not once, not twice, but triple
overtime! And the Bulls ended up beating the Boston Celtics —
tying the series at 3-3. Winner of the next game takes all!

It was a lot of fun to watch, and Saturday’s game will be even
more fun! So that game was on the tv, and on my laptop I had
put on the Cubs game which also went into an extra inning, but
I won’t talk about that too much - they didn’'t end up
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winning. But the game was very exciting up until the 10th
inning, and I noted how unusual it was to have duelling sports
on in my house — especially because it’s not the time of year
when MLB and NFL seasons overlap!

Who’'s Got Even More Talent?

So.... yet another reality show has come and gone... this one
lasted only one episode and for good reason. “Secret Talents
of the Star” attempted to pit stars from various outlets
against each other in order to show their dreams beyond what
they have already accomplished. Haven’t enough celebrities
attempted to go beyond their day jobs and persue other
avenues. Michael Jordan retired from basketball (the first
time) to persue a second career are a major league baseball
player.

While he was on the television series “Moonlighting,” Bruce
Willis recorded a rather forgettable album entitled “The
Return of Bruno.” Whoever Bruno is and from where he returned
is a question better left unanswered. A good thing Mr. Willis
stuck with his acting gig and action films such as the Die
Hard quadrilogy.

In the category of should have known better, George Takeil
tried his hand at country singing on the celebrity reality
showcase. The actor who played Mr. Sulu on Star Trek obviously
failed to hear his captain’s rendition of “Rocket Man” which
may or may not have been one of William Shatner’s many
attempts at self-parody.

I am sure there must be a few examples of performers who found
limited success in more than one outlet. Anyone care to share
any or name other attempts? Was it Garth Brooks who tried to
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go from country superstar to Major League baseball player...
even creating a new persona to do so?

Big Money Splits

..1s the title of an AP article I read the other day about the
price of celebrity divorces, inspired by, of course, the
McCartney-Mills divorce that’s been dominating the headlines
lately. I took note of this article because I was surprised
that the McCartney-Mills settlement was not in the top 5 most
expensive divorce settlements. In fact, the top 5 were
surprising to me; just people I would not have guessed that
would have had that much money or who would have not been able
to protect themselves and their assets any better. Actually,
the McCartney-Mills divorce settlement at $48.6 million
equaled a little over half of # 5 on the list. Here it is:

1. Michael and Juanita Jordan - possibly more than $150
million settlement pending, 2006.

2. Neil Diamond and Marcia Murphey — $150 million, 1994.
3. Steven Spielberg and Amy Irving — $100 million, 1989.
4. Harrison Ford and Melissa Mathison — $85 million, 2004.
5. Kevin Costner and Cindy Silva — $80 million, 1994.

I wonder what some of these amounts would be if adjusted for
inflation also. This article would have been a little more
interesting if they had included the wedding date or how long
the couple was together before the divorce. I am often amused
when I look in the local newspaper and see divorces between
couples who were only married a few years, some only a few
months! My dear friends are wedding photographers, and
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they’'ve shared at least one story of a couple who was no
longer together by the time their wedding photos were ready to
be picked up! It’s amusing, yet sad at the same time,
especially of course any time there are children involved. I
wish people would think a little bit harder about the
commitment and sacrifice involved in marriage, and I wish that
more people would treat marriage like the institution it was
meant to be.

Framed Hare

For several decades, movie directors have attempted to
seamlessly blend live action and animation. In the 1945 film
Anchor's Aweigh, Gene Kelly danced with Jerry Mouse. Dancing
penguins served as waiters in Mary Poppins. Michael Jordan
played basketball with Bugs Bunny and a multitude of other
Looney Tunes. There must be several other examples; however,
one of the finest films to combine animated characters and
live actors is 1988s Who Framed Roger Rabbit.Bob Hoskins plays
Eddie Valient, a middle-aged detective investigating the
murder of Marvin Acme (owner of Acme Products and Toontown).
The prime suspect: Roger Rabbit, star of Maroon Cartoons.
Roger is “framed” for the murder after he discovers that his
beloved wife Jessica played pattycake with Acme. Valient
(who's brother was killed by a toon) reluctantly agrees to
help Roger clear his good name.But, the plot takes a back seat
to the cameo appearances by hundreds of cartoon characters.
Black-and-white as well as color toons interact with each
other as well as with their human counterparts. Bugs Bunny,
Mickey Mouse, Daffy Duck, Donald Duck, Betty Boop, and Droopy
are just a few of the animated characters seen throughout the
movie. Donald and Daffy’s dueling piano scene is priceless.
With the cast of characters seen throughout the movie,
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everyone is sure to find their favorite. Although a majority
of the toons were created in the 1940s, most are easily
recognizable.



