Throwing Bricks At The Huber

Misleading title but it works. Tonight was the monthly board
meeting for FCF and a festive mood was created. Amongst other
topics discussed was possible promotions to get the word out
about The Wizard of 0z coming next summer for 4 sure-to-be
spectacular performances. One idea bandied around was
throwing bricks at the crowds watching the annual Jubilee
Parade. Unfortunately, the idea was for FOAM bricks painted
gold. I probably could come up with some real bricks.. not
sure if any are still left from the demolishing of the old
town hall (haven’t really noticed lately).

After the meeting, I went to dinner and had a great time as
always and a mysterious spirit paid for our meal. All eyes
turned to me when the waitress announced that out bill had
been taken care of. Honestly, it was not me this time.

Totally innocent THIS time! Happy Birthday once again
tomorrow, Taylor!

Finally, I headed over for my nephew/Godson’s Christmas
concert which had been postponed from last Monday when we had
our first pre-winter storm. As always, the Huber 1is a
glorious site for a concert of any magnitude but it just
creates a magical, festive atmosphere this time of year. This
season, it is easy to see why the Junior High and High School
bands combine: the senior High only has 10 members. Get some
of those choir members to join. The concert was wonderful!

Everything from selections from How the Grinch Stole
Christmas (one of the band director’s personal favorite
holiday specials.. who am I to argue) to a few jazzy selections
(didn’t really care for a jazz arrangement of Silent Night..
call me a traditionalist).

A few of the choral pieces took me back almost 20 years. A
more traditional Silent Night ALWAYS creates nostalgic,
bittersweet memories. As Jeff remarked, at least we could
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stand for the final song: Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus” from
Messiah. I wasn’t sure if anyone was actually going to stand
until one brave soul got to his feet. Two seconds later and I
would have risen. I have always said that ending a concert
with the piece is a sure-fire way to get a standing ovation.
I've often wondered what would happen if the performance was
not up to par. After an hour and a half, I don’t think anyone
wanted to sit down again.

Resurrection Day 1s coming!

I say Resurrection Day because the word Easter is used in
reference to the spring celebration with eggs and easter
bunnies. Resurrection Day rather refers to the holiday we
Christians celebrate at the same time, the resurrection of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. He was murdered on a cross by a reluctant
Pilate at the insistence of the Jewish leaders who were
blinded and could not see that He really was the Messiah they
were waiting for as He came in humility rather than in power,
to teach rather than to conquer. There will come a day of
course when He does finally come to destroy the ones who
reject him and build a new Heaven and Earth for Him and His
people, but for now we wait and celebrate what He has done so
far in offering a way out of the darkness we call sin. That
He was resurrected shows all that He has victory even over
death, what many think of as the final conclusion to
ourselves.

First of course we must remember His death- His unfair trial,
His suffering, and his being nailed to a cross in the most
brutal form of execution know in those days. Good Friday, as
it is known except by school districts that now refer to it as
a “non-attendance” day, is the day we remember this horrible
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death. I of course have the bonus of it being a day-without-
pay so I can really feel the suffering. [J] Kidding of course,
but it is a serious day. Our church is actually doing
something a little bit different this year. We are still
called to attend wearing black, but instead of a drama (I was
in it 7 out of the last 8 years!) and a message it 1is
apparently an open-ended service where we can come at any time
within a 5-hour window. More on this after Friday as I really
don’t know anything more about it.

We are preparing for Easter with the choir and it is coming
along nicely. Of course tonight we will probably have a train
wreck as we’'re told to sing from memory- no sheet music for us
when we’'re up there! O0f course the train wreck will be
followed by further improvements as we improve in our
confidence of the music and, just as important, will actually
be looking at the choir director instead of the music! [J And
once it’s over, a week of (unpaid) rest follows..



