The Mayor And The Macarena -
Part Deux

About a year ago, I had a blog post called “The Mayor And The
Macarena”. It was about my family’s first roller skating
outing (it was a birthday party for the Girl Scouts
organization), and my post was so titled because our county’s
only roller skating rink is owned and operated by the town
mayor. Not quite being fully assimilated to small town
living, I gquess, I got a big kick out of watching the mayor
play DJ; especially when he spun old has-been but essential
tunes for us to dance to on our roller skates like “The

Macarena”, “YMCA”, “The Chicken Dance”, and “The Hokey
Pokey”. So it’'s that time of year again — Happy Birthday Girl
Scouts! — and we attended the birthday party at the roller

rink again on Sunday. That reminds me, did you know that the
infamous chicken dance now has lyrics?

“I don’t wanna be a chick,
I don’t wanna be a duck,
I just wanna shake my butt”
CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP

Well, that was news to me because as far as I knew, the
chicken dance was just that — a dance with motions and no
lyrics, but I bet you can guess which word the kids absolutely
LOVED putting the emphasis upon.. ah, kids!

Coincidentally, our Girl Scout’s younger sister was also
invited to a birthday party at the roller rink on Sunday.
Which meant 5 straight hours of roller skating! After 5
hours, the girls had showed so much improvement! We even got
skates for our 2-year-old, but those skates were practically
bigger than she was, and they were so heavy, she didn’t have a
chance:
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But like I said, after a few hours on the skating floor, the
older two really got the hang of it, despite a few spills and
some breaks, err, rest periods, not broken bones, thank
goodness!

The
girls’ baby brother even had a great time singing and bopping
along with the music..

A great way to cap off an extremely busy weekend.. we had so
much fun, I think we’ll make a few more trips over there even
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before the Scout’s party comes around again next year!

Horton Hears a Z2Z2Z2zzz:z..

Took the kids to see Horton Hears a Who today. Ok, so the
title of the blog is a bit misleading.. it wasn’t really
boring. I am just so tired that I'm 2 for 2 in the falling
asleep in the movie theater tally this week. I actually liked
what I saw of the movie. With the exception of my 3-year-old
running up and down the aisle, I enjoyed the experience. It
wasn’t totally her fault though; we went to an Easter egg hunt
this morning, so she had LOTS of sugar coursing through her
veins, which is why she was extra-hyper and running around the
movie theater. Once we flushed the sugar with plenty of non-
sugary fluids, I was able to relax and enjoy the show — after
a trip to the bathroom, of course. It should actually be
called a candy clean-up since they pick candy up off the
floor; it has nothing to do with Easter eggs or hunting.
Still fun though, I'm just saying.

Before the movie started, I found myself wishing I had read
the book, just to see how close the movie is to the book
because now I have no idea. But as far as Dr. Suess movies
go, this is the best one I've seen. Then again, I HATED The
Cat in the Hat, and never saw the live-action version of How
the Grinch Stole Christmas, so there’s not much to compare it
to in that respect.

The movie is about an elephant named Horton who lives in a
jungle in what must be a fictional place because to my
knowledge, there aren’t any jungles that have both kangaroos
and elephants as indigenous species. I know, it’s just a Dr.
Suess movie and I'm probably reading too far into it, but I
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can’t help but think of that sort of thing. And judging by
Horton’s ears, he is an African elephant, not an Asian
elephant.. ok, I’'ll stop. So anyway, Horton hears a Who. A
Who is actually a type of teeny-tiny person that lives 1in
Whoville, all of which is located on a speck on a clover. The
rest of the story is about how Horton tries to save Whoville
from a conniving kangaroo (played by the brilliant Carol
Burnett) intent on destroying it. I don’t usually like when I
know the big-name actors voicing roles in an animated movie —
it kind of distracts me, which is what happened when I heard
Jim Carrey as the voice of Horton. His voice also made the
Horton character seem less cute to me, but I did like Carol
Burnett as that scheming kangaroo. And, hearing Steve
Carell as the mayor of Whoville was not distracting at all -
he is even good at voice-over acting — 1is there ever a
role he’ll butcher? Watching the opening credits, I noticed a
plethora of recognizable actors lending voicework for this
movie; among them: Jim Carrey, Steve Carell, Carol Burnett,
Will Arnett (from Arrested Development), Seth Rogan, Isla
Fisher (from Wedding Crashers — she was surprisingly good as a
cartoon voice), Jonah Hill, and Amy Poehler.

It’s a cute movie that'’s perfect for the whole family, even
though my 3-year-old asked about where the princesses were
until the last 10 minutes of the movie. When it was over, she
did say she liked it, sans princesses and all. There are some
jokes for the parents that will go over the kids’ heads, and
that’s always enjoyable in a kids’ movie — although I could
have done without the kangaroo saying, “This is the jungle; we
can’t behave like wild animals.” — just WAY too cheesy, think
I've even heard that joke before somewhere else! I loved how
the Mayor of Whoville has 96 daughters and 1 son — someday I
might know what that is like! Is that in the book I wonder?

It seems almost too clever to be an add-in for the movie..

Either way, I will have to go borrow the book from the library
to see how close the movie followed it, but I have heard
that the book is pretty closely followed. I’'ve always liked
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Dr. Suess, and it’s a shame he’s not still around to gift us
with any more of his work or to see his creations come to life
on the big screen.

The Mayor and the Macarena

We went roller skating tonight for the first time in.. well,
ever, for most of us. My husband and I have never been roller
skating together, and we go back 11 years, so needless to say,
none of the kids have tried it before tonight. The kids had a
great time, and I was surprised to see how well our 3-year-old
picked it up! It doesn’t surprise me too much though — she’s
always been the “physical” one. Our 8-year-old is more
creative and into arts and crafts than physical stuff, but she
did well too.. I was surprised that when she kept falling, she
didn't get frustrated or upset or cry (for the first hour
anyway) because she is a perfectionist with a VERY low pain
tolerance. Sure enough, by the end of the night, Taylor (the
8-year-old) was “hurt” and crying. It was still lots of fun
though. And, living in an area with a small population is
where the title The Mayor and the Macerena comes in — The
mayor is the owner of the skating rink, and was spinning the
tunes tonight. When he played Macarena, hilarity ensued — I
think he has the skating rink so he has a place to blast his
'80’'s and 90’'s music.
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