Late night theatrics

I was privileged to work the light booth for another wonderful
show. The time is drawing near when the last curtain will be
dropped. In most cases, this is a mixture of joy and sorrow.
Happy that the show is finally over, but sadness of a cast
breaking up.

It is our custom in this theater for some sort of gifts to be
exchanged during the run of the show. Gifts from cast to
director and/or director to cast. This show was no exception,
except for the type of gift. Most gifts tend to be ‘gag’
gifts or little reminders of the show. This plays gift from
the director was a CD full of pictures taken during a dress
rehearsal. So we get to see the costumes and actions on the
set. The other gift was a well framed cast/crew picture. It
is a treasure.

As the light booth guy, I'm preparing my gift for the cast. A
little something I hope everyone will like. As there 1is a
cast member or two that read this blog, I can’'t give too much
information. It’s just a little something that can be added
to the programs most actors keep.

It has been a good run, and I will miss seeing it every
night. From the guy who has seen the show for a week longer
than its run, that is saying something. From the light booth,
I'm generally tired of the show after the opening night. It
is a wonderful show, and some what of a challenge to set the
lighting just right.

And next week, I can write about different things, and not pay
so much attention to “Little Women”
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Be An Actor My Son, But Be A
Comical One

Today was a rather dull day at work. The rain did not help
although Wednesday’s are notoriously slow days. I found myself
staring out the window of the store at the lamppost across the
street at the post office and remembering Gene Kelly dancing
and splashing with his umbrella while Singin’ in the Rain. An
excellent movie musical even if you can’t dance.

Later this afternoon, things picked up. I happened to be
glancing at the front page of our area newspaper and I saw the
face a certain young lady who I know quite well in full color
right on the front page. I must admit to being slightly
jealous.

About 2:30, the mother of one of my high school classmates
came in just to deliver something she had for me. She went out
to her car and brought back a picture of me dressed as the
Herald from Cinderella along with her four granddaughters.

I made it a point to mention Little Women coming at the end of
June. She was not sure if the girls were old enough to
appreciate this show but she would ask. I am sure that the
oldest of the four would definitely be.

So, a little sunshine was spread on a rather dismal, rainy
day.

Little Morat At The Office In
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Smallville

Finally after the casting issues have hopefully been taken
care of, the rehearsal process for Little Women can finally
get started. Apparently, one cast member (that I am aware of)
decided that she would rather not be in the cast. Better to
get that taken care of sooner than later. Hopefully, there
will be no further predicaments to present themselves. Read
through will be Thursday night from 7.30-10PM. Thank heaven
for DVR so I can watch new episodes of Smallville and The
Office at a later time. By the way, the second season episode
“Booze Cruise” was absolutely tremendous. I just appreciate
how much character development can be placed in one-half hour
show involving most if not all of the ensemble.

Back to theatre (sorry to go off on a tangent). Today at work
I had no less than 10 customers ask me when my next show is.
My next show?! I told them all to keep June 20-29 open. Then
I get the customary person who has seen me before but just
can’t place me. Well, I worked at a major retail chain for
like 6 years. No... that’s not it. Well, I have been doing a
bit of theatre... That'’'s IT!!!! Then, it is time for the
character from Liswathistan to return. BTW, my boss keeps
telling me to say that my former place of employment stinks
instead of going into my 2 minute speech about why I am not
there anymore. Always nice to have fans.

Make The Most O0f What You Are
Given

I just learned that I will be portraying the role of Braxton
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in my local theatrical production of Little Women. Since I
know very little about the show apart from the book that I
read years ago, I have no idea who this character is. He 1is
part of the ensemble which could mean anything. However
important the character is I will do my best to make him as
memorable as I can. Hopefully, it calls for some amount of
energy and a chance to stand out (if not who'’s to say I
cannot do so on my own). There are no small parts only small
performers, right?

Voices 1n the air

I'm sitting downstairs at the theater while tryouts are going
on for “Little Women”. My vyoungest 1is one of the
singers/actors trying out. I’'m sitting down here to get out of
the way, and to make sure they don’t ask me to try out. I
don’t sing, I don’t dance, don’t ask. But as I sit here we
have some very lovely voices filling the air. I'm not sure who
is who, but I think I heard my daughter once or twice. Me, I
would hate trying to determine who would be in the show. For a
small little theater in rural Ohio, we have a lot of very
talented people. I'm sure the director will have a tough time
of it, but in the end this will make a better show.

Fun stuff theater. I’'ve been involved in almost every aspect
of it. I do stay away from musicals, except to run lights or
back stage stuff. I've had lots of fun with all of it. This is
sometimes my second home. So check out the dates of the show
and come on by.
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What A Feelin’ :)

This afternoon I got to sit with some friends at our local
Business and Industry show in order to promote our theatre.
When we had passers-by inquiring about upcoming shows, it was
kind of fun. Even when we had no one to inform, it was
enjoyable to sit, chat, and people watch.

There were several people who asked me, personally, what my
next role would be. That is really great!. I just finished
doing the dinner theatre and am always eager to do the next
show. But to have people actually come up to you, tell you
that they enjoy your performances, and actually ask what is on
the horizon... just indescribable. Even people I do not know
approached me about it. It is just soooo cool!!!!! Then there
were a few who found it strange that I would be involved in a
theatre group. Apparently, they do not know me very well, do
they. Just trying to describe how much joy I get being
involved in any way large or small is phenomenal.

What is on the horizon for me? Wellll... I just found out that
there are several male roles in Little Women. I read the novel
years ago but did not remember too many male characters, but I
will be sure to research the musical before auditions. This
summer a local group is also staging The Music Man. I found
this very strange because the classic musical has been done so
much that it seems stale. I also love the play The Nerd which
I know I will be trying out for. So there are at least three
productions that I have a great interest in.

Just knowing that there are people who see and remember shows
you are involved in creates such a fantastic feeling.
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