
Space, the final frontier
These are the voyages of the Starship Enterprise….

In 1966 the voyages of the Enterprise started. I was only a
lad then, but I was glued to the set for 1 hour each week.
Then this wonderful show went into syndication. For a time is
was on every afternoon. It was on weekends. There were Star
Trek marathons on the weekends. Then a cartoon, some movies,
the Next Generation, Deep Space Nine, Voyager and Enterprise.
Finally, this past weekend, another movie was released.

While I like Star Trek, I would not consider myself a die hard
fan. After the initial run of Star Trek, I was no longer glued
to the set. If it was on, and I happened to find it, I would
watch. I wouldn’t go out of my way for it. Marriage, family
and friends became more important than Trek. So you didn’t
find me waiting for the midnight showing of this movie. I did
want  to  see  it  on  the  big  screen,  with  full  sound  and
comfortable  chairs.  So  I  had  some  time  available  last
Saturday,  and  I  was  near  the  multi-plex.

For  those  who  don’t  know,  this  movie  goes  back  to  the
beginning of Star Trek. It starts with James T. Kirks birth
and quickly goes to his first time on the Enterprise. I found
the characters plausible for the Star Trek Universe and the
story line seemed to be well thought out. Overall a good
movie.  Lots  of  action,  reasonable  storyline  and  good
characters. Even for the non Trek fan, this is a good Sci-Fi
action movie.

More than that I can’t say, without giving the whole story
away. So if you don’t want any spoilers stop reading now……

S P O I L E R S

This started out as a standard Trek time travel movie/story.
Someone  goes  back  in  time  and  changes  the  future  of  our
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intrepid Enterprise heroes. Kirk’s father dies in the very
beginning  of  the  show,  making  his  upbringing  quite  a  bit
different than the normal Trek time line. In the TV shows and
the movies, the crew of the Enterprise usually would go back
in time to fix something (bring back whales, prevent a star
from exploding, get the pilot back to his plane ect.). This
time the people that did the time traveling either end up dead
or staying in the future. Hmmm, does that screw up the time
continuum? You bet…

This whole movie was one big screw up of the Trek time line.
As of this movie, almost anything you thought you knew about
Star Trek has been thrown out the window. They started fresh
folks. Let’s see if I can touch on the basics.

Kirk  was  still  an  conceited,  womanizing,  know-it-all  jerk
(some things never change), but wow, Spock was made captain of
the Enterprise before Kirk was. Kirk was marooned on a planet
by Spock! He wasn’t even supposed to be on the Enterprise, he
was under suspension for cheating on a test. Hmmm, he didn’t
start out nearly as well in this ‘reality’.

Spock, still logical, still had problems as a child on Vulcan,
but his choice is a bit different. It seems he chose to be a
bit more human. In this show he had a human girlfriend!!! I
think that is a good thing, since Vulcan was destroyed, he can
never go back during Pon Far. He may need that girl friend..
Except now there are two Spocks in the universe. Old Spock who
remembers all the stuff that isn’t anymore, and the new Spock
who doesn’t.

Uhura,  still  bright,  competent  and  beautiful,  and  she  is
Spock’s  love  interest!!!!  Hmmm  and  in  the  60’s  the  first
inter-racial kiss between Uhura and Kirk was a major deal on
TV.

I’m not sure that Dr. McCoy changed at all. This character
seemed immune to the changes in the time line.



Scotty, well he was an engineer on some out of the way Ice
World. I don’t recall enough of his history to know if this
was happened or he was down on his luck too.

Chekov and Sulu, well Chekov wasn’t in the first season of
Star Trek in 1966 (joined the crew in 1967) and Sulu was the
pilot of the ship, so something changed here…

One final question… How the heck did everyone know about the
Romulans? I seem to remember the first time they appeared, and
everyone on the Enterprise was surprised they looked like
Vulcans. Hmm something really changed in the time line. It
seems the Federation knew about Romulans and the similarity to
Vulcans before Kirk was born and before the random act of time
travel that changed everything. Why didn’t the crew of the
Enterprise know it? Hmmm?


