CMA Time Already!!

It’s that time of year again! Dust off your cowboy hat, put
it on, and get ready for a rootin’ tootin’ time watching the
44th annual Country Music Association Awards!!

I'm going to try something
different this year — I'm not going to watch it.

Not that I don’t want to, because I really do, especially when
I go to the website and see all the stuff about live streaming
comments and things like that. It wasn’t too many years ago
when I made my own blog of live streaming comments, and I had
fun doing it. But I won’t be able to watch the CMAs this year
because I have something much more important to do: I lead a
small group of 6th grade girls at our church’s youth group on
Wednesday nights. I’'m not about to put a tv show above those
girls, and I certainly wouldn’t be prepared to tell them the
reason for my absence was because of the CMA awards — that
would not be acceptable. If one of my own kids was sick and I
stayed home for that reason (as it happened last year on CMA
night), that would be a different story, but it’'s a great
thing that everyone is healthy enough for me to have to miss
one of my two most favorite tv events of the year (not
including a year the Chicago Cubs would make it into MLB
playoffs, but that hasn’t been anything I need to concern
myself with in quite some time, Grrrr — my other favorite tv
event is the other big country music awards show, the ACMs in
the spring).
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If you watch the CMA awards, HAVE FUN!! TI’'m hoping that
whatever recording device my husband has in mind to record
these will work — we often have bad luck with recording
devices. Part of me will miss being a part of the event,
reading the live commentary and providing my own, and part of
me was ready to move on anyway — seems I’'ve become
increasingly disconnected with today’s country music scene
(now I just sound old). I’'ll still give my picks, but they
are guesses at best because I really haven’t been following
the genre lately. I didn’t even know until I looked last
night to find out what time the awards came on that Gwyneth
Paltrow, the movie star, has a hit song on country radio right
now. I'm actually more into Christian music than ever before;
there is some pretty good stuff out there. And listening to
Christian music gives me a chance to practice my dances I have
on Sunday mornings with the 1st graders [J] But all of that
leaves less time to listen and keep up with country music.

But what the hey, I’'ve had fun trying to pick the winners
every year so here goes. My picks are in with random
thoughts in itallics:

— , Lady Antebellum,
Keith Urban, Miranda Lambert, Zac Brown Band (What?!? No
Kenny Chesney?? That’s great news for those of us who aren’t
big fans.. now, who to choose to take his place?)

Female Vocalist — Miranda Lambert, Martina McBride, Reba
McEntire, , Carrie Underwood (So great to see 2 of
my favorites (Martina and Reba) back in the game! I don’t
think Martina will win, but I SO WANTED to choose her!!
Carrie Underwood is great too — I’m not a big fan of Taylor
Swift, but unfortunately, I think she will win this one)

— Dierks Bentley, Brad Paisley,
, George Strait, Keith Urban

New Artist — Luke Bryan, , Jerrod Nieman, Chris



Young, Zac Brown Band (Explain to me how Zac Brown Band 1is
still considered “new”? They have some great music and have
proven themselves, as I would think being a nominee for
Entertainer of the Year would provel!)

Vocal Group — Lady Antebellum, Little Big Town,

, The Band Perry, Zac Brown Band (Let’s be honest, I
think Lady Antebellum will take it. But I just love the music
of Rascall Flatts, and can’t bear to vote against them. I’'m
not trying to get 2 votes in — officially, my pick is Rascall
Flatts)

Vocal Duo - , Joey + Rory, Montgomery Gentry,
Steel Magnolia, Sugarland (The last year for Brooks and Dunn,
and I don’t think they’ll pull a GARTH Brooks and pull out of
retirement, so this powerful duo gets my vote — they are so
talented, so they deserve it anyway. I was lucky enough to
see them in concert 3 times, and they did not disappoint
once!)

— A Little More Country Than That by Easton Corbin,
Hillbilly Bone by Blake Shelton featuring Trace Adkins,
, The House That Built Me by Miranda
Lambert, White Liar by Miranda Lambert

— A Little More Country Than That, Need You Now,
, Toes, White Liar

— Bad Angel by Dierks Bentley feat. Miranda
Lambert & Jamey Johnson, Can’t You See by Zac Brown Band feat.
Kid Rock, ,
I'm Alive by Kenny Chesney with Dave Matthews, Till The End by
Alan Jackson with Lee Ann Womack

Music Video — Hillbilly Bone by Blake Shelton feat. Trace
Adkins, Need You Now Lady Antebellum, The House That Built Me
by Miranda Lambert, , White Liar by
Miranda Lambert



Musician — Paul Franklin - Steel Guitar, Dann Huff — Guitar,
Brent Mason — Guitar, Mac McAnally — Guitar,

Hmm, 5 correct of the 11 I guessed.. not too great. Oh well,
it was a good show and fun to watch!

Kid Rock, Really?

I just might have to start calling myself a Kid Rock fan.. ok,
no not really, that'’s going way too far.

It all started when I was able to catch a few minutes of
country music radio — a rare treat for me because when I'm
doing errands in my car every day, I'm usually forced to
listen to Kidsongs, VeggieTales, or the like while the kids
are watching the car dvd player. But lately, I’'ve been able
to catch a few songs on country music radio.. I guess it'’s
because my youngest daughter has been refusing to nap at home
during the day, therefore she can’t help herself from napping
once we get in the car, giving me control of the car stereo,
even if it is temporarily. But anyway, country radio has been
constantly playing a song that I really like — I heard it
again the other day while my husband was getting a haircut,
and that’s when I decided I needed to look it up, find out
what it is and who sings it so I can get it for my own
enjoyment. Well, I looked it up, and what I found is that
my new favorite “country” song is Kid Rock’s latest single
called “All Summer Long”. For those of you who don’t know,
Kid Rock is not a country artist — not in my book, anyway..
Seems he’s been trying to cross over to country for a couple
of years now however. His duet with Sheryl Crow called
“Picture” hit the top of the country charts a few years ago
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when it came out. But Kid Rock is most famous for various
tabloid fodder; including his relationship with Pamela
Anderson and the public brawls he’s engaged in. But I think
Kid Rock’s normal style of music is hard-core. There 1is a
song called “Warrior” by him that is played before movies in
the theater, and that song is very reminiscent of 80s heavy
metal — I think that’s a taste of his usual musical style.

So why the switchover into country? I have one guess -
money. It’'s no secret that country music is the most popular
music genre in the United States today. Kid Rock’s new song
doesn’t quite have that country sound, however, but I wouldn’t
know how else to classify it. It reminds me of late 70’'s or
early 80’'s classic rock, ala Lynyrd Skynyrd — there is even a
tribute to the song “Sweet Home Alabama” in “All Summer Long”
— it mentions the song and even replicates its famous guitar
lick. But nowadays, I don’t know where a song such as
this should be catagorized, and apparently the music industry
felt the same way, so they stuck it in the country genre.
It'’s a really great, feel-good, care-free, summery kind of
song.. don’t know why they didn’t rush to get it released at
the beginning of the summer. But it’s here now, and I'm
enjoying it, even if it is sung by Kid Rock. I just wish he’d
make up his mind about where he wants to be musically. Being
a country music fan, I despise “posers” and “crossovers” who
try to take advantage of country music fans just because
they’'re seen as loyal and dumb. The bait and switch didn’t
work with me this time — I like the song, but knowing it’'s Kid
Rock did take a little out of it for me. I have a big problem
with crossovers — I don’t like accepting them into the country
music family. I feel that country music is something you
either love or you hate, and if these crossovers weren’t
already involved in country music, chances are they'’ve hated
it in the past and should not be allowed to crossover when the
time or price is right. You are either a country artist or
you’'re not. Which is why it is to my dismay that this new Kid
Rock song is so good.



But all things aside, check out “All Summer Long”, it’s worth
a listen, and let’s hope Kid Rock doesn’t steal too much
thunder away from the real country acts come time for the
Country Music Awards that will be airing in November. Judging
solely by how much air time he’s getting on the radio, I think
he has a shot to win some awards for this one — he’ll at least
get a live performance. I just hope he can behave himself.
Surprisingly, given the red-neck reputation of country music’s
fan base, the annual Country Music Awards is not a place where
there 1is wusually scandalous behavior such as fighting
or swearing, and let’s hope these fly-by-night country
crossovers don’t ever bring it to that.



