Missing The Office

Last week I really could have used a Thursday night pick-me-up
from my favorite show, The O0ffice, but alas, no new episode.
I was sure I couldn’t be disappointed two weeks in a row, but
this week’s ep is also a re-run! Then I started thinking
about how it’s been in the news lately that NBC is changing
around their scheduling, most of it having to do with the
Olympics and Jay Leno. Then I realized that if the Olympics
are on NBC, the Office probably won’t be on for the entire
duration of the Winter Games! I did a quick search, and to my
relief, I found that a new Office is scheduled to air on
January 21 — not this week, but next week thankfully. We
might have to wait out the entire airing of the Winter
Olympics, but at least they’'re not going to make us wait until
it’s over and we’ll have at least one new Office episode to
enjoy in the meantime. Any other Office fans out there? Does
anyone know how many more new episodes we get for the rest of
the season, or at 1least how many we can expect to enjoy
before the beginning of the Olympics? How long IS the
Olympics, anyway? And fyi, the Jan. 21 episode of the Office
is called, “The Banker”, and the plot outline is this: When a
prospective buyer for Dunder Mifflin visits, everyone looks to
impress and Michael gets nostalgic.

Sounds hilarious, as usual! And don’t get me wrong, this show
is so great that reruns are tons of fun too. We were just
watching the “Frame Toby” episode from season 5 last night,
and we had to rewind 4 times to listen to Creed’s classic line
about the quarry — I'm not going to repeat it here because
it’s mostly the WAY he says it, but it has to be one of the
funniest Office moments EVER! Which got me to thinking about
a hypothetical situation — what if Creed were a character who
came to our semi-regular game nights? HAHA!


https://www.tangents.org/tv-shows/missing-the-office/

A Useless Bit Of Trivia For
Today

While watching the Jay Walking segment on The Tonight Show
with Jay Leno, I was chatting with a friend about a device
that most people use everyday. In junior high, I was taught
that a gentleman named Sir Thomas Crapper invented the
flushing toilet. I found out today that that bit of useless
trivia is in fact incorrect. It seems that Mr. Crapper was
not a knight at all and only has patents that improved upon
the device already invented by Sir John Herrington. Sir John
was a 16th Century author who installed a functional prototype
in the facilities of his godmother, Queen Elizabeth I.

As for the brilliant contestants on Jay Walking, here is one
sterling question and answer:

What did Alexander Graham Bell invent?

A BELL

And another:
What was the Iron Curtain?

The Pittsburgh Steelers offense

Still another:
What is kept in Fort Knox?

Change

Finally:
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What U.S. President had polio and needed a wheelchair to get
around?

OH.. the president in Pearl Harbor... Churchill (not only a bad
answer but another movie that we knew the ending to before it
began only with the sappy love story attached)

I could have added this post to increase the_genius blog, but
hey.. I needed one of my own. And I was seriously fishing
which is something I could have done nearly anywhere I looked
in our little corner of the world today with all the flooding.

Springing Ahead

Tonight is the night we change our clocks for Daylight Savings
Time. I guess we’'re ending Daylight Savings — or maybe we're
starting it. I don’t know and I don’t really care. All I
know is that I will be losing an hour of sleep. Ok, it’s not
THAT bad; I do like when the sun stays out later, although
there is no sun in the weather forecast for the next few
days.. But I loathe the idea of losing a precious hour of
sleep. If I remember correctly, the time change throws the
kids into a tizzy for a few days every year until their bodies
readjust — something else to look forward to.

So anyway, this should serve as your reminder to change those
clocks — no excuses about being late to church or theater
meetings tomorrow! And yes, you must flip the clocks forward,
not backward. Remember, it’s SPRING ahead, FALL back. And
try not to fret about losing that hour of sleep. As Jay Leno
salid last night referring to this horrible economy that only
seems to be getting worse:


https://tangents.org/smart-people/
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“After losing your job, your 401K, and your house, losing an
hour of sleep seems like nothing!”

For Those Born Between
1930-1979

The following words of wisdom came to me in an email forward.
However, I have to disagree with some of it since I was born
near the end of the window and I did have some of the things
growing up that the email says I would not have had. So, I
put my personal comments about this email forward in italics.

THOSE BORN 1930-1979

READ TO THE BOTTOM FOR QUOTE OF THE MONTH BY JAY LENO . IF YOU
DON'T READ ANYTHING ELSE-VERY WELL STATED

TO ALL THE KIDS WHO SURVIVED the 1930's, 40’'s, 50's, 60’'s and
70's!! (I can barely get credit for surviving the 70’s.
After all, I only experienced the 70’s for a year and a half!)

First, we survived being born to mothers who smoked and/or
drank while they were pregnant. (Well, ok, maybe everyone
reading this survived some of that, but that doesn’t make 1it
right, of course!)

They took aspirin, ate blue cheese dressing, tuna from a can,
and didn’t get tested for diabetes .

Then after that trauma, we were put to sleep on our tummies in
baby cribs covered with bright colored lead-based paints.

We had no child- proof 1lids on medicine bottles, doors or
cabinets and when we rode our bikes, we had no helmets. Not
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to mention the risks we took hitchhiking. (that 1is
definitely before my time. I’ve never hitchhiked. And the
only people I know who have are either deceased or over the
age of 50!)

As infants & children, we would ride in cars with no car
seats, booster seats , seat belts or air bags. (Ok, I
remember this — every kid I knew whose parents had a station
wagon would ride in the back of it for long trips, no
seatbelts. I think kids should be buckled up, but I think the
whole booster / car seat until they’re 8 years old is just
plain ridiculous! Ah, the effects those lobbyists have on
Congress 1is purely amazing, isn’t 1it?)

Riding in the back of a pick up on a warm day was always a
special treat.

We drank water from the garden hose and NOT from a bottle.

We shared one soft drink with four friends, from one bottle
and NO ONE actually died from this.

We ate cupcakes, white bread and real butter and drank Kool-
aid made with sugar, but we weren’t overweight because WE WERE
ALWAYS OUTSIDE PLAYING! (Well, a few people I went to school
with DO have heart problems, but..)

We would leave home in the morning and play all day, as long
as we were back when the streetlights came on.

No one was able to reach us all day. And we were OK.

We would spend hours building our go-carts out of scraps and
then ride down the hill, only to find out we forgot the brakes
After running into the bushes a few times, we learned to solve
the problem.

{

We did not have Playstations, Nintendo ‘s, X-boxes, no video
games at all (umm, I beg to differ. My generation had Atari,
Intellivision, the Commodore, the Tandy, the original



Nintendo, and even some hand-held electronic games), no 150
channels on cable, no video movies (again, not true. I
remember the day my family got our VCR. I was worried my big
sister would be mad because she was at a sleepover when we got
it and the whole event was so exciting. We rushed right out
to the video store to rent a video. But all the good ones
seemed to be in BETA, not VHS..) or DVD's, no surround-sound or
CD's (but we had records, casette tapes, and walkmans!), no
cell phones, no personal computers, no Internet or
chatrooms.....

WE HAD FRIENDS and we went outside and found them!

We fell out of trees, got cut, broke bones and teeth and there
were no lawsuits from these accidents.

We ate worms and mud pies made from dirt, and the worms did
not live in us forever. (Nor did the gum we swallowed stay 1in
our tummies for seven years — hehe)

We were given BB guns for our 10th birthdays, made up games
with sticks and tennis balls, and although we were told it
would happen, we did not poke out very many eyes.

We rode bikes or walked to a friend’s house and knocked on the
door or rang the bell, or just walked in and talked to them!

Little League had tryouts and not everyone made the team.
Those who didn’t had to learn to deal with disappointment.
Imagine that!! (Nowadays, we’d be lucky to get enough kids to
have to turn them away, not that we would, but the point 1is,
many kids are busy playing video games or causing trouble.. or
their parents are just too busy to let them commit to anything
extracurricular)

The idea of a parent bailing us out if we broke the law was
unheard of. They actually sided with the law! (Nowadays kids
are charged as adults, so parents aren’t often given the
option to decide what’s best for their own child!)



These generations have produced some of the best risk-takers,
problem solvers and inventors ever!

The past 50 years have been an explosion of innovation and new
ideas.

We had freedom, failure, success and responsibility, and we
learned HOW TO DEAL WITH IT ALL!

IT YOU are one of them CONGRATULATIONS!

You might want to share this with others who have had the luck
to grow up as kids, before the lawyers and the government
regulated so much of our lives for our own good.

While you are at it, forward it to your kids so they will know
how brave (and lucky) their parents were.

Kind of makes you want to run through the house with scissors,
doesn’t it?!

The quote of the month is by Jay Leno:

‘With hurricanes, tornadoes, fires out of control, mud slides,
flooding,severe thunderstorms tearing up the country from one
end to another,and with the threat of bird flu and terrorist
attacks, are we sure this 1is a good time to take God out of
the Pledge of Allegiance?’

For those that prefer to think that God is not watching over
us..go ahead and delete this.

For the rest of us..pass this ON!

Ok, I'm not a big fan of passing on email forwards.. But this
one entertained me, so do with it what you will, and remember
that my contributions are the ones in italics, so thanks for
reading my commentary!



Conan’s Last Stand

Tonight at 12.35 eastern time will be Conan 0’'Brien’s final
late show before he takes over the once coveted 11.35 slot
from Jay Leno. I'm not sure how coveted the slot is but can
well remember the battle between Leno and Letterman after the
late great Johnny Carson retired. Fascinating that I do not
see either host lasting nearly as long as the King of Late
Night. Of course, Jay will soon be coming to Prime Time in
some form. I prefer Dave when I feel so inclined.

I do have a connection to Mr. O0’'Brien. During my first
adventure in New York City, a group went on the NBC studio
tour. One of the other members of my group knew one of the
writers on the show personally and we went to his office and
scored tickets to that night’'s telecast. I do remember that
Dennis Miller was one of the guests and I sat in the middle of
the third row. Tonight's guest list does not seem to make me
want to sit up and watch. The guide lists The White Stripes as
the performers. Unless it is a group of performing zebras, I
think I will pass.[poll id="17"]

Wanna Feel 0l1d?

Of course you do, who doesn’t? Besides, it’s Friday night,
and you’'re at home reading my blog! [J I guess you could be
reading this at a later time.. But anyway, if you’re around my
age or older, then you remember Molly Ringwald, a popular
actress in the 1980’s from many teen-themed movies such as
Pretty in Pink, Sixteen Candles, and the iconic The Breakfast
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Club. If you were a fan of these movies as a teen or young
adult yourself, you will probably feel old when I tell you
that Molly Ringwald is playing a grandmother in her next
role. That’'s right — grandma. A woman whose kid has a kid.
Sigh. While we’re on the subject of feeling old, I read an
article the other day that had some interesting facts about
the lives of students entering college this fall. Each August
for the past 11 years, Beloit College in Beloit, Wis., has
released the Beloit College Mindset List. It provides a look
at the cultural touchstones that shape the lives of students
entering college. For these students, Sammy Davis Jr., Jim
Henson, Ryan White, Stevie Ray Vaughan and Freddy Krueger have
always been dead. Here is some food for thought with the rest
of the list:

1. Harry Potter could be a classmate, playing on their
Quidditch team.

2. Since they were in diapers, karaoke machines have been
annoying people at parties.

3. They have always been looking for Carmen Sandiego.

4. GPS satellite navigation systems have always been
available.

5. Coke and Pepsi have always used recycled plastic
bottles.

6. Shampoo and conditioner have always been available in
the same bottle.

7. Gas stations have never fixed flats, but most serve
cappuccino.

8. Their parents may have dropped them in shock when they
heard George Bush announce “tax revenue increases.”

9. Electronic filing of tax returns has always been an
option.

10. Girls in head scarves have always been part of the
school fashion scene.

11. ALl have had a relative-or known about a friend’s
relative—-who died comfortably at home with Hospice.

12. As a precursor to “whatever,” they have recognized that
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some people “just don’t get it.”

Universal Studios has always offered an alternative to
Mickey in Orlando.

Grandma has always had wheels on her walker.

Martha Stewart Living has always been setting the style.
Haagen-Dazs ice cream has always come in quarts.

Club Med resorts have always been places to take the
whole family.

WWW has never stood for World Wide Wrestling.

Films have never been X rated, only NC-17.

The Warsaw Pact is as hazy for them as the League of
Nations was for their parents.

Students have always been “Rocking the Vote.”

Clarence Thomas has always sat on the Supreme Court.
Schools have always been concerned about
multiculturalism.

We have always known that “All I Ever Really Needed to
Know I Learned in Kindergarten.”

There have always been gay rabbis.

Wayne Newton has never had a mustache.

College grads have always been able to Teach for
America.

IBM has never made typewriters.

Roseanne Barr has never been invited to sing the
National Anthem again.

McDonald’s and Burger King have always used vegetable
oil for cooking french fries.

They have never been able to color a tree using a raw
umber Crayola.

There has always been Pearl Jam.

The Tonight Show has always been hosted by Jay Leno and
started at 11:35 EST.

Pee-Wee has never been in his playhouse during the day.
They never tasted Benefit Cereal with psyllium.

They may have been given a Nintendo Game Boy to play
with in the crib.

Authorities have always been building a wall across the
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Mexican border.

Lenin’s name has never been on a major city in Russia.
Employers have always been able to do credit checks on
employees.

Balsamic vinegar has always been available in the U.S.
Macaulay Culkin has always been Home Alone.

Their parents may have watched The American Gladiators
on TV the day they were born.

Personal privacy has always been threatened.

Caller ID has always been available on phones.

Living wills have always been asked for at hospital
check-ins.

The Green Bay Packers (almost) always had the same
starting quarterback.

They never heard an attendant ask “Want me to check
under the hood?”

Iced tea has always come in cans and bottles.

Soft drink refills have always been free.

They have never known life without Seinfeld references
from a show about “nothing.”

Windows 3.0 operating system made IBM PCs user-friendly
the year they were born.

Muscovites have always been able to buy Big Macs.

The Royal New Zealand Navy has never been permitted a
daily ration of rum.

The Hubble Space Telescope has always been eavesdropping
on the heavens.

98.6 F or otherwise has always been confirmed in the
ear.

Michael Milken has always been a philanthropist
promoting prostate cancer research.

Off-shore oil drilling in the United States has always
been prohibited.

Radio stations have never been required to present both
sides of public issues.

There have always been charter schools.

Students always had Goosebumps.



I hope I didn’t depress you, but remember, it’s not my list,
so blame Beloit College and Molly Ringwald if you feel like an
old geezer. Why don’t we just forget about the list and toast
our recycled bottles of Coke to life experience.



