Boy, Was His Face Red..

I received an interesting email forward today about a letter
someone wrote to the editor of The Arizona Republic
newspaper. I checked it out on snopes.com to make sure the
story was true and not just someone with too much time on
their hands making stuff up. The story was true, although the
letters that were reprinted in the email had been embellished
somewhere during the course of the email forward. Here are
the reprints of the letters written to the editor:

A letter to the Editor;

Question of the day for Luke Air Force Base: Whom do we thank
for the morning air show?

Last Wednesday, at precisely 9:11 a.m., a tight formation of
four F-16 jets made a low pass over Arrowhead Mall, continuing
west over Bell Road at approximately 500 feet. Imagine our
good fortune!

Do the Tom Cruise-wannabes feel we need this wake-up call, or
were they trying to impress the cashiers at Mervyns’ early-
bird special?

Any response would be appreciated.

Tom MacRae, Peoria

The correspondent received a response from Col. Robin Rand,
commander of Luke AFB’s 56th Fighter Wing, in the pages of
that same newspaper the following day:

Luke Air Force Base was asked to respond to a letter writer’s
question about a “morning air show” he observed recently (“A
wake-up call from Luke’s jets,” Letters, Thursday):

The “wake-up call” witnessed the morning of June 15 was a
formation of F-16 jets from Luke Air Force Base lining up for
a memorial service in Sun City at the gravesite for Air Force
Capt. Jeremy Fresques, an officer assigned to Air Force
Special Operations. Fresques gave his life in defense of our
country while serving in Iraq.


https://www.tangents.org/current-events/boy-was-his-face-red/

It is unfortunate that at a time when our nation is at war
someone would believe we have less than honorable and
professional reasons for such a mission.

The commander of the fighter squadron was given the difficult
duty of informing the family of Capt. Fresques on Memorial Day
that the officer, a husband, son and Arizonan, had died 1in
Iraq.

On behalf of the men and women at Luke Air Force Base, we
continue to keep Jeremy and his family in our thoughts and
prayers.

Col. Robin Rand

Luke Air Force Base

Four days later, the newspaper also published a response from
Lt. Col. Pleus himself:

Regarding “A wake-up call from Luke’s jets”:

On June 15, at precisely 9:12 a.m., a perfectly timed four-
ship of F-16s from the 63rd Fighter Squadron at Luke Air Force
Base flew over the grave of Capt Jeremy Fresques.

Capt. Fresques was an Air Force officer who was previously
stationed at Luke Air Force Base and was killed in Iraq on May
30, Memorial Day.

At 9 a.m. on June 15, his family and friends gathered at
Sunland Memorial Park in Sun City to mourn the loss of a
husband, son and friend.

Based on the letter writer’s recount of the flyby, and because
of the jet noise, I'm sure you didn’t hear the 21-gun salute,
the playing of taps, or my words to the widow and parents of
Capt. Fresques as I gave them their son’s flag on behalf of
the president of the United States and all those veterans and
servicemen and women who understand the sacrifices they have
endured.

A four-ship flyby is a display of respect the Air Force pays
to those who give their lives in defense of freedom. We are
professional aviators and take our jobs seriously, and on June
15 what the letter writer witnessed was four officers lining



up to pay their ultimate respects.

The letter writer asks, “Whom do we thank for the morning air
Show?”

The 56th Fighter Wing will call for you, and forward your
thanks to the widow and parents of Capt. Fresques, and thank
them for you, for it was in their honor that my pilots flew
the most honorable formation of their lives.

Lt. Col. Scott Pleus

Luke Air Force Base

To his credit, the complainant, Mr. MacRae, tendered a written
apology which was published in The Republic on 9 July:

Regarding “Flyby honoring fallen comrade” (Letters, June 28):

I read with increasing embarrassment and humility the response
to my unfortunate letter to The Republic concerning an Air
Force flyby (“A wake-up call from Luke’s jets,” Letters, June
23).

I had no idea of the significance of the flyby, and would
never have insulted such a fine and respectful display had I
known.

I have received many calls from the fine airmen who are
serving or have served at Luke, and I have attempted to
explain my side and apologized for any discomfort my letter
has caused.

This was simply an uninformed citizen complaining about noise.
I have been made aware 1in both written and verbal
communications of the four-ship flyby, and my heart goes out
to each and every lost serviceman and woman in this war 1n
which we are engaged.

I have been called un-American by an unknown caller and I feel
that I must address that. I served in the U.S. Navy and am a
Vietnam veteran. I love my country and respect the jobs that
the service organizations are doing.

Please accept my heartfelt apologies.

Tom MacRae, Peoria

Well, anyway, I just thought it was an interesting email



forward. And it was thought-provoking and even contained some
valuable 1life 1lessons: don’t jump to conclusions and
appreciate everything in life. God Bless our troops!

Gump 1n Iraq

In my previous post, I touched on “Where are they now?” when
it comes to celebrities. I read an interesting article the
other day about the “kid” who played young Forrest in Forrest
Gump, one of my favorite movies. _Michael Conner Humphreys is
now a 23-year-old young man who is currently serving in the
army like Forrest Gump did in the movie, ironically enough.
Another twist of irony — in the movie, a young undiscovered
Elvis Presley teaches young Forrest how to dance, and Michael
Conner Humphreys served in the same place that Elvis did in
Germany when he was in the army! Humphreys joined the U.S.
Army in 2005 and 1is currently an infantryman assigned to a
tank battalion and is known by the nickname Gump. After a
year deployed to Iraq in its dangerous Anbar Province,
Humphreys was transferred to Fort Riley, Kansas. He will
leave the Army when his enlistment ends on June 4, 2008, and
has already landed a part in an upcoming World War II film,
Pathfinder. It’s nice to see a former child actor making a
good name for himself.

If Music Be The Food Of Love,
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Play On

This afternoon two communities who are usually big rivals came
together to honor someone who has touched the lives of quite
possibly every person who either lived in either town or
attended school in Edgerton, Ohio. Emily Curtis grew up in
Edon but has taught music in Edgerton for 27 years at all
levels (junior high, high school, and, most recently,
elementary). Last year, she was stricken with leukemia and is
in Columbus at the medical facilities on the 0SU campus
undergoing treatment. Through it all, she has been the same
tough, strong, stubborn woman she has been for at least 20
years. She has given so much to everyone not only in this area
but worldwide. Since 09/11/01, she has spear-headed a Troop
Care package program sending supplies to the armed forces in
Iraqg and all over the world. The program has sent tons of
necessities and has received numerous plaques, letters, and
medals for its generosity.

At the benefit, there were thousands of dollars worth of
donated items in a silent auction. Ohio State and Michigan
memorabilia, beautiful artwork, Edgerton apparel, too much
stuff to even begin to describe. School children danced and
sang. Mrs. Balser, who started her teaching career at Edgerton
40 years ago, has generously taken Mrs. Curtis position for
the year. A second grader sang “Rainbow Connection” and
sounded like he should have provided the voice of Kermit the
Frog in the “Muppet Movie.”

There are just so many personal levels on which I could write
about my experiences with Emily. She is one tough cookie and
will push you until you have reached your potential. During my
four years in high school, she arranged for the band to travel
to Chicago to see Phantom of the Opera. We attended a
performance of Annie in Toledo as we were just beginning to
stage our own production. Speaking of our production of Annie,
I originally auditioned for the role of Daddy Warbucks. The
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day after tryouts, I was called over the PA to report to the
band room. “OH, LORD.. what have I done now?” I was asked to
read for the role of Rooster. Read a bit of dialogue, sing
“Easy Street,” and CROW. Emily and the drama director told me
then and there that I had nailed the role of Warbucks, but
they thought I would do even better as the villain.

In November 2006, I played the part of Vinnie in The 0dd
Couple. This was the first time I had been in a non-musical
play since 1991 Two people were instrumental in my decision to
try out (aside from myself that is). I called Emily the night
before auditions and asked her what she thought. She has told
me for years that I need to let my light shine bright (among
other things) and that she knew I would do well. And following
the Sunday matinee, she told me “Who is it that has been
telling you for years to stop limiting yourself?” Thanks Ma
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