Polly DOES Want A Cracker

I used to think that parrots had a secret pact to make fun of
the many asinine humans who idiotically blurt, “Polly want a
cracker?” every time they spot one of the beautiful birds.
I'm not sure from where the custom originated, but I always
thought it was a stupid, albeit irresistible, thing to say to
a bird. But that sentiment changed last week when I actually
offered our Scarlet Macaw a saltine cracker — he acted like it
was the best thing he ever ate! He even learned the word
“cracker” and was uttering it by the end of the day. And come
to think of it, they have a Scarlet Macaw at a local pet
store, and one of her favorite words is also “cracker”. So
next time you see a big bird and you feel the temptation to
say, “Polly want a cracker?” be prepared to fulfill what that
bird probably considers a promise!

Just for fun, here is the earliest known reference to “Polly
want a cracker” from 1937 — I dig how the mom parrot is a
housewife complete with apron — clearly before the feminist
movement []


https://www.tangents.org/pets/polly-does-want-a-cracker/

