Mediocrity

Two things I was looking forward to watching today turned out
to be disappointing. The first, a new horror movie 1in
theaters called “The Ruins®, I wouldn’t classify as a bad
movie. It was entertaining, at least.. I say that a lot about
movies, I know. But if they hold my attention, aren’t boring
(like The Night Listener), and don’t disgust me too much (like
Doomsday), then I generally don’t consider the movie a waste
of my time because I really like watching movies, spending
time with my husband, and I just overall enjoy the movie
theater going experience.

But as far as horror movies go, “The Ruins” is not my idea of
a good one. I won’'t even go into the acting skills; it's so
unimportant when talking about this kind of movie. No one
stood out as horrible or unwatchable, and that’s all that
matters in a movie like this. I did lose a side bet with
Hubby about whether or not one of the actors was also in the
Texas Chainsaw remake — he was — but no matter, I really
wasn’'t too sure about it anyway. The premise was interesting;
4 twentsters (people in their early twenties. Hey, I just
made that up because as far as I'm concerned, many of them
still act like teens, might as well give them a goofy name to
go with their attitudes. Maybe it’ll catch on..) on vacation
in Mexico follow this German guy (actor with a fake accent.

Why they couldn’t just find a German actor is beyond me, but
whatever) they just met on a trek miles into the jungle to see
some ancient ruins. When they get there, they end up trapped
on top of the pyramid thing by the natives who believe the
ruins are cursed. That'’s basically it. The movie was pretty
fast-paced, however, once I realized that the “monster” of
this horror movie was plant life, somehow it wasn’t very
scary.. Also, everything creepy was already shown in the
previews — I HATE when they do that to movies! None of the
characters were very likable, so when some met their demise,
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it wasn’t all that shocking nor disappointing. I don’t know
why the movie was rated R — I’'ve seen much scarier PG13
movies, they could have cut out the nude scene, and the gore
in this movie was all (POTENTIAL SPOILER ALERT — IF YOU CARE)
mercy limb cutting. I was thinking the movie could redeem
itself with a good resolution, but that was not to be. I
can't see any replay value of this movie. Worth seeing once
but not again. One good thing though, it didn’t have you
leaving the theater feeling like crap about humanity, like
Doomsday or some other movies I’'ve seen — that’'s always a
plus.

On to disappointment #2 — Secret Talents of the Stars. A show
about “celebrities” — and some people who call themselves
celebrities who I’'ve never heard of — who try their hand at
other talents than what they’ve become famous doing. What was
I thinking you ask? What would this shameless attempt at yet
another celebrity reality show have that made me want to watch
it? The answer — hype. It was hyped so much that I actually
fell for it. And I really wanted to see Clint Black (I’'ll
forgive you this once if you don’t know he’s a major country
music star) attempt stand-up comedy. That was until I
actually saw Clint Black attempt stand-up comedy. Not very
funny. And the show seems fixed too.. ok, what show like this
isn’t, but still... the “judges” all loved Clint Black'’s
comedy.. probably because he was the most hyped star of the
show, and they wanted to make sure he’d be in the semi-
finals. And then there was George Takei, of former Star Trek
fame, now most famous for coming out of the closet, sad to say
that has overshadowed his years on Star Trek, but I for
one had never heard of him before he came out.. So, 1in
between several obvious and Clint Black-ish (meaning not very
good) type gay jokes, George sang “On the Road Again”,
originally by Willie Nelson. And if you don’t know who that
is, you’'re on your own, I'm not going to spell it out for
you! Needless to say, he butchered it and got kicked out of
the show — big surprise. The other 2 contestants tonight -
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Sasha Cohen and a singer called just Mya, were trying for
talents that were somewhat related to their profession anyway
— something I did not think was fair. Figure skater Cohen was
being an acrobat, while singer/entertainer Mya was tap-
dancing! The show is stupid, the format is obvious, the
judges lines are scripted.. but why will I be watching next
week? Another country music star, Jo dee Mesina will be
trying her hand at something other than country music and
rehab. Low blow there, and I apologize.. it’s late, and I
seem a wee bit crabby, maybe I should have gone to bed instead
of staying up until 11 to watch this dumb show..
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