
When things calm down, …
…what do you do? Someday I would like to know the answer to
that question. Me, I’m simply avoiding all the stuff I need to
do. I’m sure that puts my ability to got to that answer a day
or two behind, but it is what I want to do now.

Maybe that is the answer. Things don’t have to be calm to find
that time to do what you would do when they were calm. Doing
them when life is hectic is the exact time to do them. Yes,
finish those things that are a priority. Pay the bills, feed
the family, get the things that must be done out of the way.
And then for a minute, an hour, a day, or weeks even, do what
you would do when things are calm. Relax, enjoy and recharge
yourself.

For years, I’ve held back on taking time away from a perceived
‘must do’ list and didn’t do some things I would have wanted
to. That put me to a point where I was not doing things that I
should have done. So some time in the near future, I will
schedule some time for me.

I may use this to do some things around here that I should
have done years ago. I may do things that would just be
relaxing. But it will be what I want to do. I’ll let you know
when I force things to calm down. Then I will know what I
would do…

Switching Planets
This year, I’ve decided to join my local  MOPs group (Mothers
Of Preschoolers).  We’ve only had two meetings, but so far, I
really like it.  At this last meeting, we had a video speaker
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who discussed the move between “Planet Me” and “Planet Mom”. 
It was discussed how important it is for moms to maintain some
of their personality traits and hobbies, even though time
might be lacking.  After all, as the video pointed out, the
word “Mommy” sounds like “Mom” and “me” put together.  After
the video, one of the discussion questions was “What are some
of the activities you gave up when you moved from Planet Me to
Planet Mom?”  Most of the women at my table agreed that we can
no longer do our crafts, but we didn’t really have time to be
more specific.  The crafts I used to enjoy before I really
lost the time for them were oil painting and Legos.  True, I
don’t really have a natural artistic knack, but I would get
those paint-by-number kits (back when they were a little bit
higher  quality  than  they  seem  to  be  nowadays);  I  would
complete them and they’d turn out so pretty that I’d hate to
have to tell people that I painted-by-number.

Another thing I enjoyed before I had kids was sorting and
building with my extensive Lego collection I amassed over the
years.  It took just one curious toddler to make me abort that
hobby, and the Legos got packed away years ago when my oldest
began to toddle.  Little pieces are the most fun part of the
collection, and we couldn’t risk her putting those little
pieces into her mouth or who-knows-where-else.  So I packed
away the Legos, and somehow the entire collection followed me 
throughout our moves around the midwest and resides with me
today, albeit packed away in the basement.  There hasn’t been
a shortage (blessfully) of little ones in our house for the
past 10 years, so the Legos probably won’t see the light of
day for at least a few more years – gotta wait until the
little dude is old enough to play rather than destroy or get
hurt with them.  So let it be known that I miss my Legos, but
I am thankful to still have them and even to be adding to the
collection whenever I can catch a cool set on a great sale –
usually after Christmas.  Many empty-nesters turn their kids’
bedrooms into something of their choosing when the kids grow
up and move away, like a gym, an office, or a rec room, but I



already have plans for a Lego studio, where I hope to one day
be able to build super-cool things like this:

I’d also like to build a replica of my house as well as a
local historic building:

Now that would be cool, but very difficult.  But if I had more
time, the sky is the limit!  My favorite sets are house or
city-themed sets, and I also really like vintage Lego sets. 
Does  anyone  remember  Fabuland?   It  was  a  series  of  more
colorful Lego sets that featured animals as characters rather
than the popular and better known Lego “mini-figs”.

Just because I don’t have the room now to be able to spread
out and work with my Lego collection, doesn’t mean that I
can’t look at cool things other people have built online,
especially  now  that  I’ve  officially  and  publicly  declared
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myself a dork on my blog!

This hobby sucks…
Okay, not that kind of sucks.  It is very unusual though,
that’s for sure.  While other 10-year-olds collect the latest
trading cards, one Illinois boy collects vacuum cleaners. 
Yes, you read that right.  I know some don’t want to collect
old-fashioned  things  like  coins  and  stamps,  but  vacuum
cleaners?? Here’s the WPTV article:

Unique hobby for a 10 year old boy
Last Update: 8/31 10:05 am

TUSCOLA, IL–Most little boys collect things like baseball
cards or hot wheels.

But not the 10-year old Gregory Evans.

He has a thing for vacuum cleaners.

He ‘s been collecting them since he was three years old.

While other kids dream of Disney World, Gregory’s favorite
vacation destination is the Hoover Museum.

“I take them apart and see if there’s anything wrong with
them,” said Evans.

And the 10 year old is such an expert on vacuums that he can
tell which model is running by its sound.
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Gregory hopes to work in a vacuum shop when he grows up, if
not sooner.

Reported by: Scot England/WAND TV

How much…
I like to play with computers. Both hardware and software. I
like to take them apart and then put them together again. My
first computer was one I put together from bits and part. I’ve
added this and that, played with software and hardware. And
since I work in the computer field, it is like getting paid to
practice my hobby.

Many times I’ve helped friends with their computers. I’ve
replaced hard drives, installed software, added memory and
video cards for friends. There are times when they want to pay
me for the things that I do. I feel a bit strange about taking
money for helping my friends. I never know how much to ask or
accept. After all, I am again getting paid for something I
would do for fun.

Funny as in strange, my wife had the same problem. She was
very  good  with  everything  involved  in  thread,  yarn  and
material. She enjoyed working and creating with these things.
Again she would help out friends when they needed a bit of
sewing, knitting or some other needlecraft done. She often
wondered  about  how  much  to  accept  or  charge  when  friends
wanted to pay her.

I have no such worries when I go to work. I know what I get
paid to do my work. Why would I think that something less than
my  hourly  rate  is  to  much  too  charge  for  computer  work.
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Someday I may figure it out.


