
Eric And The Beast On A Rag
I did get to sit in the audience of the City Band Wednesday
night.  I wasn’t sure if it was going to be at the bandstand
or at its alternate venue.  Before finding that out, I decided
to locate the place of my Thursday afternoon voice lesson
which was easier to locate than the directions given by my new
coach.  I googled the address and it was a breeze to find.
 Especially with the number written on the mailbox.  The house
was buried by a wooded area but really easy to find.  All I
had to do was turn off of U.S. 6 onto County Road 13 and it
was .3 miles away.  Then, with plenty of time to spare, I went
to Wal Mart and ran into some old friends and saw the truck
belonging to another but was not able to find him.  I must
have been on the wrong end of Electronics (or he could have
been hiding). �

After discovering that the concert would be at the ice rink
with five minutes to spare, I decided that given the choice, I
would have rather directed Stars and Stripes this week as
opposed to last (not complaining, just sayin’).  I just think
this week’s concert had better music. Many songs I was already
familiar with… “12th Street Rag” I had sung in choir and
played sometime.  Of course, a different arrangement than I am
accustomed to, but I would have enjoyed sitting in the low
brass section playing “Selections from Phantom of the Opera”
and  the  title  tune  from  the  animated  classic  turned  hit
Broadway show “Beauty and the Beast.”

Speaking of Phantom, my brother turned to me and stated that
the high school at which he serves as the tech advisor will be
performing the musical next year.  I did not believe him until
I looked on line and discovered that the rights have just
indeed become available from R&H productions for high school
and amateur productions.  There had been “test” runs a few
years ago overseen by Lord Lloyd Webber’s Really Useful Group
company.  But how did the small school get the rights so
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quickly?  Hicksville had better “Got Talent” to pull this off.
 I  imagine  that  the  rights  are  probably  for  a  tailored
production of the musical.

I asked Liz if they were going to come next week for the
announced ice cream social “before and during the concert.”  I
don’t think she realized where she will be next Wednesday
because she didn’t know if they would be or not.  Probably not
since they will be at Disney World.  Maybe they could borrow
Aladdin’s magic carpet, Carpet. I’d rather be there when it is
not so hot!

A fun concert moved to a different venue to be “safe rather
than sorry.”

Back At EHS
The return of the high school musical.  It has been years and
long over due!  I’m sure there is some talent still in the
school.  I remember the days when the musical was one of the
highlights of the school year!  I may only vaguely remember
seeing The Wizard of Oz back in the late 70s but I don’t think
I have missed either being an audience member, in the cast, or
helping  in  other  regards  of  all  the  others.   I  remember
Carousel (my favorite Rodgers and Hammerstein show), Music
Man,  Finian’s Rainbow, and many others.

March 18th-20th, my alma mater will once again present You’re
a Good Man, Charlie Brown.  I remember the last time the
school performed it.  My two oldest brothers were in the
chorus.  For the new staging, there will be a nostalgic feel. 
Schroeder’s piano is being donated by the person who built it
and had the role 25 years ago!  The mother of the actor and I
reminisced the other day at the store.  Her daughter played
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Peppermint Patty.  Maybe would have been nice to have a show
never done before at the school but at least the interest is
there for the future.

Showing Signs Of Life
I just received an email from a former castmate who is in her
high school production of Grease in the next few weeks.  She
informed me that this is the first musical their school has
done  in  20  YEARS!!!  I  was  shocked  and  amazed  by  this
admission.  If there is one thing I frown upon it is the
decrease in the amount of arts related activities in schools
(large or small).  However, it sounds as if this school is at
least making an attempt to reestablish an artistic presence. 
As our biggest rivals in what seems everything (at least in my
day), I well remember the fun competitiveness between the
schools.  I knew the music director from the school reasonably
well who has since retired from the position.  Not sure who
inherited the reins, but hopefully they can reinvigorate the
program.

I remember assisting Emily direct several musicals after I
graduated from EHS. I remember The Wizard of Oz (basically the
1939 movie with a few added sequences), The Sound of Music
(which I helped from BGSU and on weekends I was able to make
the trip home), Bye, Bye Birdie, and South Pacific.  There was
talk of doing Annie again.  I emphatically offered my two
cents on this.  Not only had it been done (at that point) only
3 years previously, but at the time, it seemed that every high
school were taking turns performing it.  I remember watching a
larger school’s production a year after ours.  I was not
trying to be biased but their Rooster did not even crow.  He
simply said “Cock-a-Doodle-Doo.”  However, musicals at my alma
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mater have also not seen the light of day for some time.


