Last Call For Haunted
Houses! !

This weekend sees the last of the Halloween season of 2010. I
always try my best to do as much Halloween and fall-related
things as possible; I just love the season. This year I've
been lucky enough to have gotten to try THREE haunted houses,
and I will rate them here in case anyone has time to check any
of them out. I would really like to fit in a few more or even
a repeat visit to one I've already been to, but I have a jam-
packed weekend planned with other fun stuff like Halloween
parties and Trick-or-Treating.

A few weekends ago, we visited the Chicago area and were able
to get to two haunted houses, both in the area where we were
staying — Aurora. We would have liked to check out some other
of the MANY haunted houses in the suburbs (as well as other
entertainment offerings), but alas, we quickly ran out of
time. So the haunted houses visited were:

BASEMENT OF THE DEAD — 42 W. New York St. Aurora IL 60502 -
This is by far the best haunted house that I’'ve ever been to.
I’'ve been able to visit here 2 years in a row, and it'’s gotten
better with time. The makeup on the creatures is incredible —
horror movie caliber — and the characters waiting to scare
people waiting in line are great. They ALWAYS stay in
character, which is very important, and they are creative in
their scariness — much more than the typical monster or
“B0O0!"” yelling psychopath. I tried to get video of the ultra-
impressive 7+ foot tall monsters that hang around outside, but
Basement of the Dead is located in downtown Aurora, so I had
to help my husband navigate around the tricky one-way streets
instead. A MUST SEE for any haunted house enthusiast! We
will probably be making the trip next year, if not just for
this haunted house alone; it’'s that good! 4!’s for fright out
of 4.
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MIDNIGHT MASSACRE — 3440 0Odyssey Court Naperville IL 60540 -
Well, there really isn’t much to say about this lame attempt
at a haunted house. I don’'t even think it was made less scary
by our visit to Basement of the Dead before this one — it
wouldn’t have been any better even if we hadn’t just visited
a spectacular haunted house first. The scariest thing about
Midnight Massacre was the hour and a half we waited in line,
which was hidden from view when you buy your tickets. We got
a bad clue when we saw a snack stand in line — you know they
won’t want you taking food or drink into their haunted house,
so if they let you buy food and drink in line, you know you're
going to have a long wait. And in this case, a long wait for
what? The haunted house was not scary. This one did consist
of actors (?) yelling cheesy things like “B00!"” There was a
guy dressed like Freddy from Nightmare on Elm Street, and his
“scare” was jumping up from a bed and yelling “Freddy!” We
even had one actor apologize to us and say, “Hey, I tried.”
Talk about breaking character! But in a haunted house as bad
as this one, it didn’t really matter that he broke character,
that wasn’t the only thing wrong with it. The first part of
if was a black light maze that was so obviously part of a
lazer tag course — they didn’'t even try to hide it. But there
weren’t any monsters in it or anything. They had a couple of
cool robots and animatronics, especially this one 1large
dinosaur thing, but it was just a head, and they didn’t do
anything to cover up the robotic looking body. And the actors
were terrible. Enough said about this one, not recommended —
well, maybe for a kid’s first haunted house. One ! (for
effort Iguess) out of 4!'s

Leader’s Family Farms — near the intersection of Ohio State
Route 24 and Henry County Rd. 16 near Napoleon, Ohio — I got
to go into this haunted attraction with one of my youth group
girls, and she was a screamer. It was a lot of fun,
especially since the ghouls and monsters focused their
attention on the screamer and left me alone! We did not have
the time to check out their new haunted attraction,
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PanDEMONium, but Screamacres was a nice haunted attraction as
always. 3! out of 4! — Lots of the same old haunted house
effects, but being outside and in the middle of nowhere
certainly adds to the effect. I should also note that
Leader’s has activities for the entire family, every age
group. Great fall fun to be had here.

Well, there you have it — those are the 3 I’'ve gotten to this
year. If you have the time and are looking for a good scare,
I highly recommend Basement of the Dead in Aurora Illinois or
Leader’s Family Farm’s Screamacres in Napoleon Ohio. I wish I
had more time to visit more and get some reviews. Maybe some
day I'll be able to get down to Columbus Ohio to go to Dead
Acres Haunted Hoochie; it looks very scary and really cool!

Anyone else think haunted houses should extend their seasons
into November for those of us who are very busy in October
taking kids trick or treating and to fall parties, etc?? I
sure wish they would!!! Have a GREAT Halloween!!

Great Weekend, Even 1f the
Bears Didn’'t Play this
Sunday.

I would usually write about the Bears today but since they
didn’'t play Sunday I can enjoy writing about the rest of the
weekend.

I had a GREAT weekend. I am a huge haunted-house fan.. To me,
a haunted house is theatre-in-motion — scene after scene of
live (and interactive) entertainment. As with any theatrical
productions, some of the actors were better than others and
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some of the “sets” were better than others, but all had their
charms. I cannot wait until our friends and ourselves can put
on a haunted house in our area!

But, by far, the best part was spending time with family and
friends. My friends are just amazing. I can do anything with
them and have a good time. It really didn’t matter in the end
if we were driving in the car eating Italian Beef (YUM!!), or
wandering through a haunted house, or just waiting 1in an
insanely long line — I was enjoying myself fully! As much as
I HATE LINES (man, I HATE lines) I kept thinking to myself -—
how unbearable would this be without these guys! Standing
there wasn’t much fun in a conventional sense, but it was
another experience we had together.. And thinking about us
standing in that line — now makes me smile. I love my friends
(which makes living with my best friend awesome!).

After a night of haunted house action we got to spend Saturday
seeing all of our family. Everyone! It was just one of the
best days I can recall. It started with us being very late,
getting stuck IL traffic — ugh! Although stressful at the
time, it actually is perfect — the in-your-face reminder of
why we’'re so lucky to live where we do. Anyhow..

After the delay we got to see my (side of the) family. We had
a delicious breakfast (that poor Lisa couldn’t enjoy) and then
visited at my Sister’s/Mom’s house. Spending this time with
my family was just delightful. I had such a feeling of peace
being with them and was just ecstatic to see my mother so
happy and healthy.

From there we went to visit Lisa’s grandparents. Her
grandfather lives in a nursing home so we went there for the
visit. The home was nice and they were both in good spirits,
enjoying their situation as best they could. How wonderful 1is
that! They’'re still appreciating the wonders of life -
nursing home and all! They just glowed when they saw the
great-grand-kids.



At Lisa’s sister’s house we celebrated her mom-and-dad’s 40th
wedding anniversary. It was a low key event that was very
enjoyable. Kim & Tim are always great hosts and Lisa’s family
just eats-up our little ones. I just had a blast running and
chasing the “big kids” (Taylor, Austin, Sammie, and Disney)
and was completely exhausted afterwords. We then enjoyed a
meal (yummy lasagna) together and played a bit more. After
the meal we went to another haunted house. This time with Kim
& Tim — Derek too. It was a very good haunted house; probably
the best one all weekend. But I thought that by far the
coolest part was seeing Kim & Tim out on a “date” together.
They’ve had some rough times lately and it was just awesome to
see them connecting and just enjoying one-another. Lisa and I
both felt really great that we got to enjoy this experience
together as two couples. It was a nice double date + Derek!
And, Derek being along just made it better. He’s no third
wheel, he really made everything more fun! Like all of my
friends, he always enhances every experience.

So — even though the Bears didn’t play this weekend it was
still the best! It was awesome. All the ingredients — Lisa
(LISA!!'), Taylor, Sammie, Disney, Christopher, Derek, Jamy,
Megan, Mary, Mom, Caroline, Wilson, Ben, Gwyn, Lilly, Great
Grandma, Great Poppa, Uncle Bud, Mother-in-Law, Father-in-Law,
Kim, Tim, Austin, and Ryan + Italian Beef + Haunted Houses.

A recipe for a great weekend indeed!

In The Eleventh Hour, Evil
Intentions In The Basement Of
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The Dead

As you may have read in my previous post, we took a trip to
Illinois to visit with family and also tour the area’s
haunted houses. Well, I'm done whining about my painful
mouth, so here’s a run-down of the fun parts:

Got to visit with lots of family in the short time we were
there. We had nice visits with one of my husband’s father’s
only living blood relatives, his niece Lilly. Lilly is a
really sweet person who has been going through a few tough
life experiences lately. We don’'t get to see her often, so it
was great to see her on Saturday. We hope to be able to get
her out to Ohio for a visit soon! We stopped by my mother-in-
law’s house where we also got to see my husband’s sister and
her family. Our kids had a ball playing with each other;
there are 7 of them altogether! After that, we also got to
see where my Grandpa moved; it’'s a very nice place with a cute
little main street area for visiting, complete with ice cream
shop. We discussed the Chicago Bears (no comment as of the
game’s unfortunate status right now in the 2nd quarter — poor
hubby!) with my grandpa and told my grandparents of things
like the kids’ awesome grades at school. Afterward, we had a
really great 40th wedding anniversary for my parents at my
sister’s house. The kids had such a great time that they

refused to leave — literally. My sister’s family had to
literally lock out my kids, which was slightly embarrassing,
but mostly just a humorous result of their incredible come
down from their awesomely fun weekend — also known as a fun-
down.

The family stuff was Saturday, so Friday night we were lucky
enough to be joined by 4 friends (3 all the way from Ohio!)
for some haunted house fun! We went all over the ‘burbs, with
a goal to complete a huge square if you plotted our stops on a
map. Because of an hour-long line in a cramped basement
tunnel in Elgin, we did not make it to the Aurora stop, but we
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cajoled my mom (even though it was her anniversary party) into
watching all 6 kids on Saturday so we (along with fellow
tangenteer derek who made the drive south for the second
consecutive night) could go to the haunted house with my
sister and her husband, who hadn’t been to a haunted house in
probably about a decade — FUN! Here is a run-down / rating of
the Illinois haunted houses — haven’t made it to any Ohio
ones this year, don’t know that there will be time for that!

Haunted Mansion and Asylum 13 — Bolingbrook IL — Saving the
best for last would mean the worst is first, right? This
haunted house was definitely the worst of the lot. It had
lots of actors, not much else. Average costumes, not much
scenery, blasting music not relevant to the theme of the
haunted house.. the only noteworthy and the most enjoyable
part of the entire thing were the live chickens in the ‘crazy
hicks’ scene. Seeing Drew Peterson’s house in Bolingbrook
might have been creepier.

Eleventh Hour — Elk Grove Village IL — This haunted house 1is
located at Berthold’'s, a family-owned plant nursery and 1is
actually 4 attractions in one. The corn maze is small but
succeeded in losing us, even if for a short time. The haunted
house was actually a string of 3, but it wasn’t really clear
when one ended and another began. Eleventh Hour had some
really cool haunted house concepts, along with the obligatory
chainsaw guy and spinning tunnel to walk through. The scenery
was REALLY cool, complete with (SPOILER ALERT!!!) moving
staircase and refrigerator door that both actually became
passages to walk through! And, they had a live zombie band
performing in a separate room while we viewed them through
little windows — now that is something I haven’t seen in a
haunted house before. A very cool haunted house, and without
all the same old tiresome gore. Prize moment when an
extremely creepy little girl made my husband scream like a..

well, that seems like a mean thing to say about a guy who's
been doing nothing but wonderful things to help out during my
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illness. It was hilarious, that’s all I'm going to say.

Evil Intentions — Elgin IL — This one also had a few very
unique fright concepts, but they really need to work on the
wait time — we waiting in a dingy narrow basement hallway for
over an hour! After that, they separated our group of 3 guys
and 3 girls into individuals and put us each into a casket!
Mary and I lucked out and got to share one since there were 6
in our group and only 5 caskets, but it was still terrifying
knowing that they were probably going to do something sudden
and scary to us in the casket. SPOILER ALERT! They pretended
to show us a movie on a screen in the casket, but the screen
went to colored bars and made the high-pitched beeping noise,
which was creepy, but that’s all that happened. They really
should have lengthened the movie or banged on the casket or
something, anything. This, like a few of the other concepts
in this haunted house, really needs to be better developed in
order to heighten the fear factor. You take a bunch of
people and put them in a haunted house with only 5 caskets for
them to queue thru, and of course you’'re going to have a huge
long wait to get in. The makeup in here was average, there
seemed to be a relatively low number of actors (all of whom
seemed to have the same mannerism of getting right up in your
face — how many times can that be scary?), and I would
consider the scenery downright bare — they definitely could
have highlighted the building’s casket company history in the
scenery as well as they did in their marketing. The guide
ghouls are particularly fond of separating the groups of
patrons, especially isolating the women from their men, a
concept I sort of hated and also really enjoyed at the same
time — it was weird. If I factor in the wait time for this
one, you don’'t want to know the rating, so we’ll just pretend
I'm rating this as if I walked right in like I did in the
previous two rated houses.
(hard to forget that awful wait time!)
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Basement of the Dead — Aurora IL — Because we had to wait an
hour for Elgin on Friday night, this one had closed and we
didn’t make it. But as I said earlier, my mom, dad, and uncle
graciously agreed to watch the little ones so that us
sisters, hubbies, and a friend could venture to downtown
Aurora — a frightening experience in itself, haha. Seeing the
line outside was daunting, and one character said the wait
would be at least an hour. We were about to leave since my
brother-in-law had just come off a double work shift and
hadn’t slept in 36 hours, when intrigued by the totally
awesome looking makeup on the characters wandering outside, my
husband inquired about the wait time at the ticket window. We
took the gamble, and it paid off when we were admitted after
only about 15 minutes. During our stay in line, we were
entertained by a few of the haunted house escapees; including
a super-tall, slow moving dude who had a habit of very
creepily and slowly inhaling the scents of patrons of his
choosing. The qguy’s build kind of reminded me of an Ohio
friend, but I won’t mention who, even though I know he’s not a
reader of my blog. There was a KISS rocker meets clown guy
who succeeded at making his makeup and mannerisms really
creepy also, and a blank face guy (a nylon stocking on his
face, I would guess?), and a guy who moved quickly through the
bushes on all fours, kind of like an ape. When it was our
turn to go in, the scary clown slob manning the door burped
and blew it in my face which was not scary, just stupid and
rude, and if I get his HIN1l, I will consider a lawsuit.

Kidding, but it was still gross. He made me go first into the
haunted house. Whatever, I would just let my husband ahead of
me when we got in the door anyway, except that when I got in
the haunted house, they shut the door on me and someone came
running up and told me to go through it alone. I flat out
refused — I'm not going to PAY to do something I don’t want to
do, and they reluctantly let in the rest of our group. Sorry
I foiled their plan, but I would not enjoy the experience
alone; that’s not really my thing. It was fun to see my
sister and her husband in the haunted house since they hadn’t
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been in one in years, but we quickly lost them in the dark
mazes and didn’t bother trying to find them. We figured they
wanted to hang back and enjoy the startles they would get if
they weren’t so close to us. When we got back outside, we
waited and waited, but two groups emerged before the rest of
our group, and when they came out, my sister was white as a
ghost. Hilarious, and I think they had fun — most people can
benefit from venturing into a haunted house once in awhile,
especially parents who can go without their kids — it’s nice
to just have only yourself to worry about for a little bit [J
The makeup in this one was stellar, best I’'ve ever seen.
Scenery was good, if a little dark for my taste since it was
difficult to see some of the blood and guts. Also a few good
animatronics and lots of blood and gore, which was actually a
a change of pace from the others we’ve seen this year.

The Halloween Haunting Of
Munger Road

Ok, so who had a haunted house in their neighborhood when they
were a kid? For us, it was a haunted road located in a
Chicago suburb about 15 minutes away from ours. Actually, my
group of friends were from a few different area high schools,
and we had all heard of Munger Road from kids at our
schools. Back in the '90's when such haunted tales were spun
that made us actually want to visit, the road was a
deceptively secluded partial dirt side street that ran through
a forest preserve and connected two main thoroughfares. At
night, the road was dark, isolated, and spooky. There were
many rumors about the incidents that took place on Munger, but
here is the basic story: There was a little house right next
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to the railroad tracks. The ghost story said that the man who
lived in the house was mowing his lawn when he was hit by a
train. I can’t remember if the train supposedly derailed or
if the man got too close or what happened, but his ghost was
said to haunt this area, along with ghost trains.

It was a fun place for our group to check out while we were in
high school, and we did note some strange happenings. We
would see mysterious headlights that would disappear (there
was no place for a car to turn off the road!). My friends had
a police scanner in their car, aka, a fuzzbuster, and the
thing would go berserk down Munger. Because it was a dirt
road, our cars would come out very dusty, but once there were
distinct handprints on the trunk. Now as an adult, I can
think of scientific explanations for this, but at the time, it
was scary! There was also the time a cop came out of nowhere
(we had been up and down the road several times and didn’t see
him), pulled us over, but he was really nice about it and sent
us on our way. I found it odd at the time because we had
about seven teenagers stuffed into my friend’s teeny little
hatchback car, and the police officer didn’t even say anything
about it, much less write us seatbelt tickets. For months
afterward, we would tell the story and call him ‘the Scooby
Doo cop’.

In recent years, I’'ve heard that the house has been torn down,
and I wonder if kids still go there. Unfortunately, there has
been at least one homicide around the area of Munger Road,
which adds a whole new element to the fright. During our
haunted house tour in Illinois the other weekend, we drove
within yards of Munger, but we didn’t stop — we wanted to see
haunted house attractions! Besides, I don’t even know if the
area has the same sort of spooky appeal it had over a decade
ago Now..

I've found a little bit about Munger on the internet,
including these stories, but I have yet to add my own. Maybe
next time we’'re in town we’ll drive by, just to see how the
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area has changed and what has become of Munger..

So it's finally Halloween, time to share your own ghost story,
or tales of rumored haunts near where you grew up. Add them
to the comments section below, and have a HA HAL EN!!!

Hauntings down for the
count...

It is official, the Haunted Theater is officially canceled.
The hard work and planning that went into this fund raiser 1is
all for naught. I can’t see why people would want to throw
away a fund raiser. Even if it only raised $100, it would be
$100 that they didn’t have prior to the event.

I won’t say more other than this may affect my future
involvement in the theater. I'm not sure at the present time.
They want money, but I guess there are only one or two ways to
get it. This wasn’t one of them. Too bad, the other ways
aren’t working, as far as I can tell.

Another haunting...

Yes three of us ventured into a haunted maze again. Again we
ventured in 3 times. Why do we do this? I'm not really sure. I
will admit I did have a bit of fun.

As jamiahsh also wrote a blog about this, you can check his
site for the links. I’'ll just make a few observations from the
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evening.

It was great walking through actual mazes. Especially since
you could get turned around and head back the way you came.
With angry clowns and some creepy creatures who will chase you
through the mazes, this make for an entertaining evening. At
least for me. In these attractions, I will say that I don’t
often get “scared”. I do get startled, and I do occasionally
get grossed out. Some of the stuff just looks nasty. Once I
get into the haunting, I really want to join the team that is
doing the haunting. I'm always looking for where they can hide
and where the best places to scare are. I think I would have
added a couple to this attraction. There was a fairly long
stretch of corn row walking that didn’t seem to have too many
ghouls. Maybe this was a ‘breather’ area, or they just didn’t
have enough actors to cover it. Not sure, but I thought it
would be a good spot for some spooky noises, or just someone
rustling the corn.

The one area that really gets to me on a very physical level
is a walk through tube. My friends were very loud through
this. Me, I almost shut myself in. To me, it is that
unnerving. I imagine if I opened my mouth too often in that
area, a visceral scream would emerge. I'm not sure exactly
what about that gets to me, but it hits a very primal cord. On
every trip through I arranged to be in the back of our little
group. I lagged behind a bit, and actually walked through this
section a bit slower than the rest. Even though this area was
clawing at my core, I went as slow as possible. Each trip was
a release of some tension. The relief felt when exiting was a
soothing balm. I imagine the only thing that would get me more
is if I had to crawl through the thing.. That does remind me of
one place where I did crawl through something very similar,
only without the pressure from all sides. This place had
multiple textures in a pitch black crawl through.. That also
got to me.

Now onto the room that disoriented everyone but me. I'm not



sure why I could manage my way through. The visual clues,
messed up by the strobes were interesting to me. Finding the
proper path and keeping balance were like solving a puzzle.
Once the solution was arrived at, I had no problems navigating
the room. And it did not cause any disorientation. Finding the
hiding spot or spots of the resident ghoul was also part of
the problem. Avoiding him, and my companions was the bigger
challenge. [] I did find another challenge to crafting one of
these haunted attractions, the multitude of hidden doors
needed by the actors to move in and out of the rooms at will.
As an community theater volunteer, I can tell you the hanging
of that many doors can be quite a feat.

I've been thinking about this a lot recently, and I’'ve been
wondering why I don’t get frightened at these haunted houses.
I know there was a time when I did get a little more
frightened, as an adult, but that has been a few years. I
think real life frightened me more than I can ever be
frightened by an actor in a haunted house. I’'ve worked late
night shifts at a gas station, and worried about the guy
robbing stations in the area. That was scary. I worried when
my wife had a miscarriage, and didn’t come out for a very long
time. Or when one of my daughters was in a car accident, or
when my youngest was born 7-8 weeks early. These things are
scary. Seeing death first hand is scary. A part of life, but a
troubling part. Being the only parent to my daughters 1is
scary. No one to bounce thoughts and ideas off of. No backup.
That is scary. Haunted house, that is a walk in the park. Well
except for that one area.



Sort of a political post

I was just curious at a picture I saw on the web tonight. [x]
My question is why would anybody take a picture of the shoes
that the candidates are wearing? I don’t think I can recall
any other shoe pictures. I may be wrong, but I remember a lot
of Pant Suits, Power Ties, body surfing, hunting, fishing, and
of course hand shaking pictures of any other candidate in my
lifetime, but not shoes. Was there really anything stunning
about either pair of shoes? The red pair did remind me a bit
of the ruby slippers, but that is because of the color. Just
wondering?

And then of course during this I also found this picture: =]

Is this making a fashion, religious or political statement?
I'm not really sure. Interesting effect though. I may want to
try to get a few of those for me. Could they put that on my
driver’s license? Should I use something like that on my blog?
Should I use it for my pic on a dating site? (nah, too over
the top for me..) Maybe I could just print up some ‘saint j’
cards.. I could give them out to all my friends..

Then again, if we can get that effect with lighting, and
actual naked eye seeing, a red light in the background could
set the tone of something in our haunted house. Or we could go
with the dead guy in the corner. Yes, that is really a dead
guy in the corner.

[(x]

Oh well, I guess that’'s all the good pictures I found. Unless
I include some of my own. Just one uninvited guest at my
daughter’s wedding last year.
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Now he would be a good addition to the haunted house. A 6 foot
gator on the prowl could get people a little jumpy.

Time and Numbers

Every so often I write something to try to get some of the
lurkers, who read my blog, to stop and say hi. This is another
of those posts.

I am a numbers person, so I am fascinated by the statistics
that are generated for this blog. Some topics seem to bring
more people. Books, Haunted houses, Star Wars, Indiana Jones,
Moon Landings are all big draws. Big of course is a relative
term. This blog has been averaging about 15 readers per day.
My maximum in 1 day (that I know of) was just over 80. The
average this week was around 25. I realize that some of the
‘readers’ I am seeing are just robots or data mining sites,
but when they find something that, in the programming, 1is
found interesting, they leave blog replies. Some of the people
who come to read just won’t do it.

I know a couple of the ‘shy’ people, and I don’t really expect
replies from them (they know who they are). There are others
that I think would be very interesting to hear from.

Things I would like to know about you. How did you find this
blog? What do you want to read here? What country/state are
you from? Do you come back often? Am I boring you? Just pop in
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to say hello. Again, until you are ‘vetted’ (good political
term, no?) your replies will only be seen by me, or maybe the
owner of the place, he once ‘hacked’ in for a April Fools
joke.. But he is a good friend of mine, almost like a long lost
brother. So if you don’t want them to be seen, let me know in
the response, and I'll get rid of it. Me, I'm just curious..

Other things I want to know. Why is a site in Russia
interested in my blogs on Superman Movies? Why isn’t the same
site interested in Batman? Just wondering..

This is just stuff I was thinking about this Saturday morning..

Loaded with tags, just for fun? Just having a bit of fun,
that’'s what blogging is all about.

Another take on Haunted
Houses..

I’'ve always been a big fan of Halloween and Haunted Houses, so
when our little theater started to look into doing something
like this, I jumped at the chance. The very first “Haunted
House” I went to was actually someone’s house. Just for
Halloween they would bring in a real casket, and the owner of
the house was dressed as Dracula. The candy dish was place on
his chest. Every so often he would move to grab a kid. Sent
you right through the roof. Of course you wanted to be that
kid he moved on because his wife (a witch) would give you an
extra candy bar.

Now on to other haunted houses and Halloween. Believe it or
not, there are people who don’t like haunted houses. For some
it has everything to do with their religion. Now, as long as
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they aren’t out there preventing my fun, my hat is off to
these folks. To take a stand, because of their moral views,
counter to the societal views is laudable. Others are simply
frightened too much by them, and they don’t enjoy it. Nothing
wrong with that either.

There is a third group. They may or may not belong to either
of the two other groups. People who have experienced a loss of
someone close (spouse, sibling, parent) may not like the idea
of having fun with death. While I’'ve lost a brother and both
parents, the loss of my wife made me see this more. The other
deaths could be explained away (didn’t help the grief, but the
logic was there). My wife’s death was something out of the
blue. Never saw it coming. Generally her family had very long
life spans. I could then see how people would be upset and
troubled with the fundamental ideas behind Halloween and
Haunted Houses. The gravestones, skeletons, zombies, ghouls
and ghost can all bring up some troubling memories. I can see
where that would really change a person’s view on the whole
Halloween event. And that doesn’t even go into the sight of
seeing something in a Halloween display that reminds you of
your loved one’s death. That is very troubling.

So I guess because of this, I do draw a few lines. I don't
like, and won’t go to a haunted house based on a hospital. I
don’t like haunted houses with a lot of suicide themes. There
are other things that can be just as scary that don’t touch
these areas. It just takes a bit of insight.

0Of course, even after my wife’s death, I couldn’t completely
give up on Halloween, it was one of her favorite holidays. I
can have fond memories of past Halloweens by carrying on the
celebration of the day in the future.

Happy Haunting..



The Sandusky Haunting..

I was one of the “Brave and foolhardy” souls that went through
Ghostly Manor three times. I really enjoyed my trips through
the haunted manor. Now I will admit that there were a few
things that startled me, all three times we went through the
manor. This is one of the best haunted houses I’'ve been
through. The 4 actors in the house did a wonderful job keeping
us on our toes. This is a slow period for them, so they could
pay attention to the groups that went through. To startle us
more, they would pop up in different areas than the last time
we went through.

This house is definitely a high budget, top of the 1line
haunted house. The animated figures, and amount of work that
went into this house are top of the line. I will have to admit
to having a self serving motive for going through three times.
Our Little theater (see links on the side) is in the process
of planning our own “Haunted Tour”. Not the normal haunted
house with dark mazes and tight winding hallways. We don’t
have the budget or manpower to pull that off. We need ways to
scare people that have more to do with theatrics, and less to
do with the hardware. If this group of actors can’t scare
people, I don’'t know who can.

I think I found a few things that gave me pause during the
tours, that could be done on a limited budget. On the second
third trips, I was able to concentrate on the hows, wheres and
whys of the way things startled me. The first time through I
was letting go, just to have a good time. I think we even
thought of ways to improve the house we went through. May have
to go back to see if they listened.
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