Merry Christmas!

Merry Christmas! Happy holidays! Happy New Year!

Whatever you are celebrating this year, here’s to hoping that
it is safe, fun, and happy!

Merry Christmas from our family to yours!

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby,
keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This
will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger.”

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, praising God and saying,

14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us
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about.”

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about
this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these
things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

— Luke 2:8-20 NIV

GOODBYE To 2009!

As if the month of December 2009 wasn’t negative enough for
our family, we spent the last days of the year with the
stomach flu — all 6 of us. It’s just an interesting end to an
interesting month, and I have to admit I am glad to see 2009
go. Hopefully, a year like that only comes along once in a
blue moon.. Actually, after reading about blue moons, I’'m
hoping our family'’s bad luck years occur much less frequently
than even a New Year’s blue moon, which we will enjoy this
evening.

But my point 1is, have a happy and safe New Year's
celebration! If you drink, don’t drive, and if you drink and
drive, you're not invited to read my blog anymore.

Happy New Year to you and yours!!!
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Merry Christmas!'

I haven’t really felt up to blogging lately (one of those
major life change things — NOT one of the good ones and NOT
something I'm going to discuss on a blog right now), but I
couldn’t let the holidays go by without sending good wishes to
everyone (anyone?) who still reads my on-hiatus blog. Bear
with me, I’'ll probably be back soon. Here’'s to hoping 2010 is
better than 2009!

Have a very merry Christmas and a Wonderful New Year!
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men. Luke 2:14

Happy New Year!

Happy New Year! Holy cow, 2009 already! I hope you had a
good New Year’s. Ours was wonderul. We hosted a bash, which
is always great so that we don’t have to pack up the kids and
all their luggage just to haul them out somewhere to stay
until the wee hours of the morning. We played charades and
other games and ate lots of yummy treats. Our kids — #2 and
#4 in birth order — fell asleep way early. The older one
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stayed asleep all night, but wouldn’t you know it — the baby
woke right as we crawled into bed at 4 in the morning. I was
able to sleep for a few hours, but that's more than I can say
for my husband who woke with the baby. But then he got a
short nap while I ambled downstairs to do some much needed
cleanup from the party. After that, we were ready to drag
ourselves over to a friend’'s house for a New Year’s Day chili
feast — I'm told the beans bring good luck in the new year.
More food, more fun, and we didn’t plan on staying long but
ended up getting home about 7 in the evening. I did miss the
hockey game at Wrigley Field, but the Red Wings beat the
Blackhawks anyway. I’'m not a big hockey fan; I just thought
it would be cool to see Wrigley all decked out for hockey. I
wonder what they would have done if they had gotten some of
that freak 60 degree weather again — how to maintain an ice
rink in those conditions? Oh well, that’s a tangent, good
thing this site is called tangents.org

So the chili and rest of the food at our friends house was
great, but I wish I could have enjoyed it more — seems I
partied a little too hard the night before and felt a little
tired and queasy come chili feast time. But it’s my own fault
— I should know that I'm getting older and can’t handle the
late nights (or early mornings for that matter) like I used
to. But oh well — my friend did give me some delicious chili
to take home, so hopefully it will be more enjoyable now that
I was able to rest last night. Now I’'ll just have to get used
to writing 2009 instead of 2008 all over the place..

Merry Christmas!
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We hope this Christmas Blogcard finds you and yours happy,
safe, and healthy. We want to thank all of you who thought of
our family this year and sent us the wonderful Christmas
cards. I was going to send out Christmas e-cards with
pictures of the kids this year, but somehow time got away from
me (somehow? I have 4 kids!) and wouldn’t you know it — it'’s
already Christmas and we never even got our family Christmas
picture taken! So I gathered the kids, put them in front of
the Christmas tree, and viola! Our family’s 2008 version of
Christmas cards, and this is the fastest way to make sure we
sent our Christmas wishes before the holiday is over.

As for our family, 2008 was busy but great. The kids are
doing wonderfully! Taylor just turned 9 and really likes 3rd
grade. She loves to read and is a very talented artist.
Sammie is 4 and in preschool. She is learning to write her
name and loves Barbies. Disney is 2 and still very sweet.
She loves to play with baby dolls and play-doh. Baby
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Christopher has learned to jump in his bouncy seat, and he
loves to use his hands, especially to grab his toes.
God Bless everyone and we wish you and your family a truly
happy holiday season, as well as the rest of the year, of
course! We are so lucky to have such wonderful friends and
family! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

Love,

Chris, Lisa, Taylor, Sammie, Disney, and Christopher



