The Fourth, Fireworks, and a
False Alarm

We had a wonderful Independence Day — happy birthday USA!
Went to the local airport where they have a fly-in breakfast
every year. There are lots of planes to look at; some
grounded, some taking off and landing.. and they even have a
few that give rides. My middle daughter, the daredevil, was
the only one who wanted to try an airplane ride, and she went
up by herself! My husband doesn’t like to fly, our older
daughter is scared of everything including her own shadow, and
I've developed a fear of flying over the years that left me
frightened for my daughter on her airplane ride. But it
turned out ok, she had a blast, and the pilot and other people
there were very surprised that she was so unfazed for a 4-
year-old going up in an airplane for the first time by
herself. I'm really glad she got the opportunity to do so
because I really don’t want to pass down my fears to the
kids. Seems our oldest somehow got the fear of flying, but
its hard to tell from where since she is afraid of
EVERYTHING. Maybe I can convince her to go up in our friends’
plane next time he comes to visit.. though that won’t be any
time soon because he was actually on his way here a few weeks
ago and had engine trouble. Had to set down in South Bend and
the airplane has been out of commission ever since.. oops. At
least nothing catastrophic occurred.

At night on July 4th, we spend the evening at the country home
of some friends for a barbecue and fireworks. It was really
nice chatting under the stars between the cracks and pops of
the fireworks. I'm so glad we were able to have fireworks on
the 4th because one of the things I just cannot get used to
about rural life is their affinity around here to celebrate
Independence Day with fireworks in late June. It drives me
crazy because my birthday is on the 3rd of July, so my whole
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life it’s been birthday and fireworks together, and that’s the
way I like it! And speaking of birthdays, they turned the
barbecue into a birthday celebration for me.. it was SO nice!
It was supposed to be a chance for us to get together, and I
kind of invited ourselves over because my husband has had
fireworks sitting in our garage that he’s been waiting to use
for years, but we couldn’t find a place. So when they
mentioned last week that their son likes to blow off fireworks
on the 4th at their house.. opportunity knocks. But then they
got me a birthday cake and presents (including such CUTE
little boy outfits for the baby and also some things just for
me), and it was all very nice. So thanks so much to everyone
who reads this blog who was there — it was lots of fun!

Saturday we took the kids swimming at a local hotel’s pool
since my husband has a business acquaintance staying there and
had a meeting. I love being in a pool while pregnant — all
the extra weight just melts off and I can’t describe how
wonderful it feels to actually be able to move my legs again..
though I'm still paying for it today with soreness.. but oh
well, I think this is what I can look forward to from here on
out — and it won’t be long, at least that’s what I keep
telling myself. I really thought it wouldn’t be long Saturday
after I went swimming because I started having contractions.
We were about ready to go to the hospital when I got up and
walked around and they stopped. I think after being in the
pool all day, I was so hungry and thirsty at dinner that I ate
and drank a lot and just filled myself up too much.. my body
wasn’'t ready to sit down I guess and when I did, muscles began
to protest. Such fun. But I did learn something.. after I
finish this blog I better go and finish packing my hospital
bag.. just in case!



HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE BEST!

Today is my husband’s birthday! Poor guy, he has to work. It
stinks that when you become an adult, you can’t take the day
off on your birthday. When you think about it, each person
would get only one day per year, it could be easily proven
when your day is and if you’ve already taken it, but I guess
in larger workplaces, it wouldn’t be very economical when
there are lots of employees. Plus, it’s not like you can take
a break from every responsibility in life for a day — though
that would be nice! There’s no ‘off’ switch on the kids, the
pets still need to be cared for, bills are due, errands to
run.. the list goes on.. so why draw the line at having a day
off work?

But anyway, my husband is going to take a half day off
tomorrow so we can celebrate just the two of us; and we're
both really looking forward to that — I just have to make it
through today. 1I’ve had a terribly stressful day so far, but
I shouldn’t vent about it to my husband on his birthday.. so
instead I’'ve recorded a time table of everything that’s been
going on in our house for the last hour. Normally, this
wouldn’t be that big of a deal, but since I'm now up going to
the bathroom half the night and our kids spazzed about going
to bed last night and kept everyone up late, today I was
really looking forward to some downtime and maybe even a nap.
I was hoping to just sit here and write a blog post or two,
mostly about how wonderful my husband is on his birthday.. but
instead I find myself venting about the kids because they’re
being really needy. Not bad really, but I am so tired! I
don’t know how I'm ever going to find the energy to take them
to the carnival tonight! So anyway, my hour that I’'ve set
aside to blog before lunch has gone something like this:

11:24 — getting youngest something to drink (and there’s been
lots of stuff before this, this is just where I got frustrated
enough to notate everything)
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11:27 — sat down again

11:29-11:34 — setting up youngest outside at the ‘picnic’
11:34-11:38 — sat down to blog

11:38 — a request comes in for more Pringles

11:39 — After some discussion, it’s decided that if they eat
their sandwiches, they can have popsicles instead of Pringles
11:40 - whats this about giving their lunchmeat to the dog?!?
11:42 — About this time, I should be getting up to go take a
peek out the window to see if I can determine the fate of the
lunchmeat. But I have a big long day ahead of me, and it’d be
nice if I could sit for a FEW mins! I will just have to trust
the kids to tell me the truth. I have a bad feeling about
this.

11:45 — The back door opens. This time it’s the oldest with
an update — “Sammie stepped on dog poop and she doesn’t have
shoes on.” UGH — I make a quick note of the time in my blog
and head outside to clean it up.

11:46 — turned the hose on right on my sock-and-shoed-foot
while washing dog poop off of Sammie’s foot

11:51 — Friend shows up for help in carrying furniture -
ringing the doorbell and making the dog go completely crazy.
Shoot! I totally forgot he was coming today! Now my husband
has EXTRA responsibilities on his birthday!

11:55 — UPS guy pulls up, dog still going crazy from friend
stopping by

12:08 — Wow — have they really let me sit and type this for a
whole 13 minutes?!? Uh, oh — back door opens again — “I have
something in my hair.” — Guess who? Surprise — it’s the same
kid who stepped in dog poop.

12:10 — bug detangled from hair

And the day is just beginning. So it will go on like this,
and on, and on.. So now maybe you have some insight as to why
it takes me a good hour to write one blog post or get much of
anything accomplished around here, really. But on to my
birthday wishes for my hubby, since I only have 5 minutes left
of my blogging hour.



So I have absolutely NO idea what to get him. I’'d like him to
have a gift to open, even though he says he doesn’t care.
Everything he wants (and that’s not much, he’s not really into
material things) he says he buys for himself and he’d be
happier knowing that no money was spent on buying him any
birthday presents. But the way I am, I like to give gifts; I
like people to have something to open and to see them get
gifts on their birthdays, so I feel badly that he doesn’t have
anything. I was going to go out today and get something, but
I really can’t think of anything to get him.. I’ve had some
good ideas in the past, but this year I'm at a loss.. So I
will just try to keep the kids good and out of his hair, which
is actually much more difficult than it sounds for me right
now. But my husband said earlier today that he wants to make
my day extra special and good. He woke up early with the kids
(as usual) and had the dishwasher emptied and the kids’
breakfasts cleaned up by the time I got up. Only the
most wonderful man like my husband would go out of his way to
make my day extra special on his birthday! And that’'s why I
say Happy Birthday to the BEST!!!



