The Unborn Gran Torino

Luckily for us, Tuesday’s date night was not hindered by the
recent barrage of snow in any way. We ventured to the larger
town nearby to see what all the Golden Globe fuss was about
Clint Eastwood’s latest movie, Gran Torino (they didn’'t have
Slumdog Millionaire). But after the previews and especially
when the movie started, it became painfully obvious that there
was something wrong with the theater’s sound — you couldn’t
hear the dialogue. My husband went to report it, and all that
did was cause several loud popping noises and lengthy annoying
electronic burps while they tried to fix it. There were 3
other people in the theater with us, and we all left — seemed
like a movie where you really need to hear what the characters
are saying. They offered our money back, but that wasn’t
really enough because we had spent $7 on pop and popcorn that
we wouldn’t have bought if we weren’t going to a movie. The
incredibly flustered but sensible kid working the counter saw
our point, and apparently his manager agreed, so they let us
go into another movie AND get a refund — COOL! Earlier in the
day, we had been up in the air trying to decide between seeing
Gran Torino and The Unborn anyway, so I guess the choice was
made for us — We only had 20 minutes to kill before a showing
of The Unborn.

The Unborn was just as I expected — a PGl3-rated supernatural
horror movie, not quite as good as others in the genre like
The Ring, Shutter, or One Missed Call. There were some jump-
out-of-your-seat moments in The Unborn, but it was obvious
when they were coming, at least to me. I don’t want to give
away too much like an article did that I read in the
newspaper, so I'll just say that if you like the supernatural
horror genre, check out The Unborn because it’s entertaining.

Back to the newspaper article I read.. seems the little boy
who plays a scary kid in the movie is from the area where I
grew up, so they featured him in the suburban Chicago
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newspaper I sometimes like to read online — but they spilled a
major spoiler about the movie at the end of the article! But
anyway, that’s another thing I enjoyed about The Unborn — it
is set in Chicagoland, so I enjoyed the sweeping overhead
views of the city and some of the familiar sites in suburbia.
Apparently the screenwriter of The Unborn, David Goyer, has a
fancy for Chicago since he also wrote The Dark Knight which
was filmed in Chicago, although set in Gotham City. But
anyway, enjoyable movie for what it was — I might have liked
Gran Torino better, but I guess I’'ll have to see that one
another time.

And that brings me to the Applebee’s saga. We don’t really
like Applebee’s. They try to tell us we belong there, but I
don’'t buy it. Their food seems pricey for what it is, and we
stopped going there when the kids are with us because their
food takes forever to come out (that and the small fortune it
would cost our family of 6 to eat there). My husband was
given an Applebee’s gift card for serving on the board of a
local non-profit agency (no, I am not talking about the
community theater — did you really have to ask?), which 1is
really nice of the agency of course. We got the same gift
card last year, and so back then we decided to give Applebee’s
another chance. Last year, we got some sort of bland pasta
dish and an appetizer sampler and shared everything, but we
left there hungry AND having to add money to our gift card in
order to cover the check. Flash forward to now, and we find
ourselves with another gift card. Time to give Applebee’s
another try, we decided; after all, how bad can it be? They
have lots of corporate suits overseeing those kinds of places,
so maybe they’ve implemented lots of changes in the past year
to make it a better establishment. Not the case. First, our
food took forever to come out. I had gotten a soup-and-
sandwich combo, and the waitress came to tell me they burnt
the soup and it would be a few minutes while they made a new
one. My husband wondered if that meant his food was sitting
under a warmer while mine was re-prepared, and his concerns



were legit because when he got his food, the shrimp was cold.
Not only that, but they had given him the wrong kind of
buffalo wings. So they apologized, and that’s another thing
about places like Applebee’s that really bug me — the pesty
fake gushy niceness. I do appreciate a friendly server, but
the people who work at these places are way over the top.. I
will cite an example in the hilarious movie Office Space -
there’s a character in the movie who is Jennifer Aniston’s
coworker at a TGIFriday’'s type of place who acts just like
these people.. annoyingly and unrealistically enthusiastic
about his job — funny stuff, but only in the movies.

So anyway, we're waiting for my husband’s new wings when the
manager comes out to say that they have now put the wrong
sauce on them, and they’d have to make him yet another order.
Honestly, what is the cook doing back there? Again, for the
second time this day (see my Dawn’s Great Idea post), my fears
of starring in a hidden camera show run rampant.. And what has
happened to all the food that they’ve messed up? From just
our party of 2, they must have had 2 orders of wings and a
bowl of soup all go to waste. I've often thought that
restaurants should have a deal with local homeless shelters,
giving them their leftovers and food mistakes, but I guess
that wouldn’t be considered sanitary. I wish they’d change
this; something tells me that food is food and many people
would be very grateful for restaurant “leftovers”..

We calculated our bill correctly this time, and we were about
to rid ourselves of the entire giftcard, when the waitress
showed up to tell us that because of all the errors, they were
going to give us the employee discount on the bill. That was
really really nice of them, but that means we STILL HAVE $
LEFT ON THE GIFTCARD for another trip to Applebee’s! I told
my husband, maybe we’ll just stop in for a couple drinks
sometime, but of course, you can’t use a giftcard on drinks,
at least on alcoholic ones, and after trying their flavored
tea yesterday, I won’t be stopping in for any more of that -
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yuck! And in case you’'re wondering, both my sandwich and my
soup were virtually tasteless, save for the cheese on top of
the soup — that was really good!
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Hollywood's Cute Little
Version of the Willies

As everyone knows the world famous WCCT does an big,
important, annual awards show called The Willies. Well, it
seems Hollywood / Television has it’s own cute little version
of the Willies called the Golden Globes.

Although the awards may not have as much meaning as the
Willies do, some people in Hollywood make a big deal out of it
anyhow. So, I have decided to make some picks. I made them
the old fashion way — I guessed as fast as I can so I could
actually get the post done. Make you picks in the comments
below!

Best Motion Picture — Drama

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Frost/Nixon

The Reader

Revolutionary Road

Slumdog Millionaire
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Best Performance by an Actress 1in a
Motion Picture - Drama

Anne Hathaway — Rachel Getting Married
Angelina Jolie — Changeling

Meryl Streep — Doubt

Kristin Scott Thomas — I've Loved You So Long

Kate Winslet — Revolutionary Road

Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion
Picture — Drama

Leonardo DiCaprio — Revolutionary Road

Frank Langella — Frost/Nixon

Sean Penn — Milk

Brad Pitt — The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button

Mickey Rourke — The Wrestler

Best Motion Picture — Musical Or Comedy

Burn After Reading
Happy-Go-Lucky

In Bruges

Mamma Mia!

Vicky Cristina Barcelona

Best Performance by an Actress in a



Motion Picture - Musical or Comedy

Rebecca Hall — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Sally Hawkins — Happy-Go-Lucky

Frances McDormand — Burn After Reading
Meryl Streep — Mamma Mia!

Emma Thompson — Last Chance Harvey

Best Performance by an Actor in a Motion
Picture — Musical Or Comedy

Javier Bardem — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Colin Farrell — In Bruges

James Franco — Pineapple Express

Brendan Gleeson — In Bruges

Dustin Hoffman — Last Chance Harvey

Best Performance by an Actress In A
Supporting Role in a Motion Picture

Amy Adams — Doubt

Penélope Cruz — Vicky Cristina Barcelona
Viola Davis — Doubt

Marisa Tomei — The Wrestler

Kate Winslet — The Reader

Best Performance by an Actor In A



Supporting Role in a Motion Picture

Tom Cruise — Tropic Thunder

Robert Downey Jr. — Tropic Thunder
Ralph Fiennes — The Duchess

Philip Seymour Hoffman — Doubt

Heath Ledger — The Dark Knight

Best Animated Feature Film

Bolt
Kung Fu Panda

Wall-E

Best Foreign Language Film

The Baader Meinhof Complex (Germany)
Everlasting Moments (Sweden, Denmark)
Gomorrah (Italy)

I’ve Loved You So Long (France)

Waltz With Bashir (Israel)

Best Director — Motion Picture

Danny Boyle — Slumdog Millionaire
Stephen Daldry — The Reader
David Fincher — The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button

Ron Howard — Frost/Nixon



Sam Mendes — Revolutionary Road

Best Screenplay — Motion Picture

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Written by Eric Roth

Doubt
Written by John Patrick Shanley

Frost/Nixon
Written by Peter Morgan

The Reader
Written by David Hare

Slumdog Millionaire
Written by Simon Beaufoy

Best Original Score — Motion Picture

The Curious Case Of Benjamin Button
Composed by Alexandre Desplat

Changeling
Composed by Clint Eastwood

Defiance
Composed by James Newton Howard

Slumdog Millionaire
Composed by A. R. Rahman

Frost/Nixon
Composed by Hans Zimmer
Best Original Song — Motion Picture

“Down To Earth” — Wall-E
Music By: Peter Gabriel and Thomas Newman
Lyrics By: Peter Gabriel



“Gran Torino” — Gran Torino

Music By: Clint Eastwood, Jamie Cullum, Kyle Eastwood and
Michael Stevens

Lyrics By: Jamie Cullum

“I Thought I Lost You” — Bolt
Music & Lyrics By: Miley Cyrus and Jeffrey Steele

“Once In A Lifetime” — Cadillac Records
Music & Lyrics By: Beyoncé Knowles, Amanda Ghost, Scott
McFarmon, Ian Dench, James Dring and Jody Street

“The Wrestler” — The Wrestler
Music & Lyrics By: Bruce Springsteen

Best Television Series — Drama

Dexter (SHOWTIME)
House (FOX)

In Treatment (HBO)
Mad Men (AMC)

True Blood (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actress In A
Television Series - Drama

Sally Field — Brothers & Sisters (ABC)
Mariska Hargitay — Law & Order
January Jones — Mad Men (AMC)

Anna Paquin — True Blood (HBO)

Kyra Sedgwick — The Closer (TNT)



Best Performance by an Actor In A
Television Series - Drama

Gabriel Byrne — In Treatment (HBO)
Michael C. Hall — Dexter (SHOWTIME)
Jon Hamm — Mad Men (AMC)
Hugh Laurie — House (FOX)

Jonathan Rhys Meyers — The Tudors (SHOWTIME)

Best Television Series - Musical Or
Comedy

30 Rock (NBC)

Californication (SHOWTIME)
Entourage (HBO)

The Office (NBC) — WIN BABY!!!

Weeds (SHOWTIME)

Best Performance by an Actress In A
Television Series — Musical Or Comedy

Christina Applegate — Samantha Who? (ABC)
America Ferrera — Ugly Betty (ABC)

Tina Fey — 30 Rock (NBC)

Debra Messing — The Starter Wife (USA)

Mary-Louise Parker — Weeds (SHOWTIME)



Best Performance by an Actor In A
Television Series — Musical Or Comedy

Alec Baldwin — 30 Rock (NBC)

Steve Carell — The O0ffice (NBC) []

Kevin Connolly — Entourage (HBO)

David Duchovny — Californication (SHOWTIME)

Tony Shalhoub — Monk (USA)

Best Mini-Series Or Motion Picture Made
for Television

A Raisin In The Sun (ABC)
Bernard And Doris (HBO)
Cranford (PBS)

John Adams (HBO)

Recount (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actress In A Mini-
series or Motion Picture Made for
Television

Judi Dench — Cranford (PBS)
Catherine Keener — An American Crime
Laura Linney — John Adams (HBO)
Shirley MacLaine — Coco Chanel

Susan Sarandon — Bernard And Doris (HBO)



Best Performance by an Actor in a Mini-
Series or Motion Picture Made for
Television

Ralph Fiennes — Bernard And Doris (HBO)
Paul Giamatti — John Adams (HBO)

Kevin Spacey — Recount (HBO)

Kiefer Sutherland — 24 (FOX)

Tom Wilkinson — Recount (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actress in a
Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series
or Motion Picture Made for Television

Eileen Atkins — Cranford (PBS)

Laura Dern — Recount (HBO)

Melissa George — In Treatment (HBO)

Rachel Griffiths — Brothers & Sisters (ABC)

Dianne Wiest — In Treatment (HBO)

Best Performance by an Actor 1in a
Supporting Role in a Series, Mini-Series
or Motion Picture Made for Television

Neil Patrick Harris — How I Met Your Mother (CBS)
Denis Leary — Recount (HBO)
Jeremy Piven — Entourage (HBO)

Blair Underwood — In Treatment (HBO)



Tom Wilkinson — John Adams (HBO)



