It’'s My First Day

Today marked an important day at church for our family -
transition day, when the kids move up to their next
classroom! My son, who is also our youngest, moved from the
Toddler Room to the 2-year-old room. He seemed to really like
the new toys: the wide array of trucks, the bubble window, and
the slide. His next sister moved from the 3-year-old room to
the 4-year-old room, and she really liked her new digs also.
Our 6-year-old moved buildings all together, and she is now
with the big kids on the north campus for a more school-like
vs. a nursery / playroom setting. She really seemed to enjoy
herself in the new building.

Today also marked a first for my husband and I — it was our
first day trying our new positions at church. I am the first
grade teacher during our 2nd service, and my husband is the
large group storyteller. For me, things went quite well. I
had 5 little girls and 4 little boys in my group today, and
unlike when I substitute taught over the summer, there was no
clinging to the parents’ legs or fights to referee in this age
group — at least not yet. My daughter was in my class, and
she was one of the best behaved kids, for which I was thankful
because when I substitute- taught her 5-6 year old class over
the summer (before she transferred to the first grade class),
she was one of my trouble makers as she had trouble listening
to mom. But today things went smoothly, and one of the
activities went so well that we actually ran out of time to do
it again! The activity was for each kid to take a word from
Luke 6:31 (Do to others as you want them to do to you) and say
it on their turn so that the verse is completed. I altered
the game a little bit, giving each kid a slip of paper with
the word on it as a reminder and also walking around the room
and touching their heads when it was their turn. This way,
there was less freezing on the kids’ part, and more control on
my part since anyone who has worked with kids will tell you
that any sort of down time will lead to chaos in a matter of
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seconds.

Shortly after the kids arrived, we made our way to the
Wherehouse, a fun gathering room for the kids. This is where
we got to hear the storyteller (my husband, who did a great
job even if he had to adlib when the “boss” forgot the
charades cards) and where we got to “get our wiggles out” by
dancing to some fun Christian music.

My favorite part of the class was the snack prayer — I kept it
short and sweet because the kids were really hyper, and I
didn’t want them to be disrespectful during the prayer. After
we prayed, a little boy said, “Are you an angel?” I chuckled
and asked him what he meant. “The prayer was really short,”
he said, smiling. I guess he was hungry []

All in all, it was a great first day, and I'm looking forward
to not only the rest of this year, but also to moving from
grade to grade with these wonderful children and watching them
grow!

And by the way, saying “it’s my first day” reminds me of an
hilarious scene from a Simpsons episode. I tried to find the
clip so that I could embed it on my blog, but I could not find
it without having to post the entire episode, so you can read
the transcript and visualize it if you’'re a fan — I guarantee
at least a chuckle! If you want to try to find the clip
yourself, it’'s from the episode called “Simpson Tide”, which
is the 19th episode of the 9th season.

Mr. Burns: You did this? How could you be so irresponsible?
Homer: Eh.. it’s my first day!

Mr. Burns: Since I’'ve never seen you before, maybe it is your
first day. Very well, carry on!

[Mr. Burns begins to walk off, when Smithers catches up with
him.]

Smithers: Sir, that’s Homer Simpson. He'’s been working here
for ten years!

Mr. Burns: Ohh, really? Why did you think you could lie to me?
Homer: It’s my first day!

Mr. Burns: Well, why didn’'t you say that be..[realizes] Yawoo!



You're fired!

Out Of The Mouths Of 1st
Graders

I find it truely fascinating when I discover little tidbits
about today’s youth. Recently, a first grade teacher quizzed
her students on proverbial phrases. She began by handing each
of her 26 pupils a slip with half of a popular saying and
asked them to complete it. I was amazed at the number I did
not known....

1. Don’t change horses.mmm—m—m—, . .until they stop running

2. It’s always darkest beforeum. Daylight Saving Time
(true)

3. You can lead a horse to water but..... .How?

4. Don’'t bite the hand that...ecc. .looks dirty (very wise)
5. If you lie down with dogs, you’llu.mwm...Stink in the
morning (don’t know that one)

6. An idle mind 1Sa———.. .the best way to relax (don't
I know it)

7. Where there’s smoke there’s.mmmm.. .pollution

8. Happy the bride WhoO..emmm. .gets all the presents (what
about the groom?)

9. A penny saved.u.mmmmmmens 1S NOT much (so true... and
won’'t get you much gas for your car, either)

10. Two’s company, three’sS. .. .the Musketeer’s

11. Laugh and the world laughs

With you, Cry anduccsom. you have to blow your nose

12. There are none so blind as.....awm... Stevie Wonder

(surprised 1st graders know who Stevie Wonder 1is)
13. Children should be seen and Not.... spanked or grounded
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14. When the blind lead the blind...m. get out of the way
15. A bird in the handu.c. .1s going to poop on you
(HAHAHA)

I came across this insightful tidbit while glancing at our
copy of “Now Hear This” the newsletter from Kenwood Hearing

Center in Toledo, Ohio.
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