10 Years, 1 Year

December 18 marks two anniversaries of immense personal loss —
10 years ago today, my father-in-law passed away from ALS.
Though some memories are still painful, a decade of time has
numbed the pain of his loss a little, and it’'s easier to focus
on the good times we shared and the countless wonderful things
he did for people during his lifetime. Albeit selfishly, I
sometimes wish that Vince was here to meet his 7 wonderful
grandchildren, to realize our family’s growing relationship
with God and our spiritual journey, and to see how far his son
has come in life. I think he would be so proud. More about
December 18, 2000 was written here.

December 18, 2009 — Last year, on the day that was 9 years to
the day after Vince'’s passing, our family dog Charity passed
away unexpectedly. She was almost 12 years old but in
seemingly good health. She was fine in the morning, gone by
dinnertime. Not enough time has passed to heal the pain of
her loss since she was like a child to us, but there is no
reason to dwell on such melancholy topics here in the blog.

I'm thankful that I have a busy December 18 this year, that
it’s on a Saturday and that I don’t have to spend it alone.

I'm writing this ahead of time and scheduling it to post
itself on December 18 automatically in hopes of maybe not
realizing this day of personal infamy until it’s over. Will
the entire day pass without me thinking about Vince or
Charity? Probably not, they and other loved ones lost hold a
special place in my heart, and I think about them most every
day, especially in December. But December 18 this year will
have joy of its own as family comes from far away to celebrate
the season. I look forward to making happy memories for
December, especially for the 18th, which just happens to be
exactly one week before Christmas, a day I'm really looking
forward to celebrating this year more than ever. Losing
Charity last year was an awful thing to happen just before
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Christmas time, just as it was even more terrible to lose a
parent / grandparent in our family just before Christmas 10
years ago. But when I lost Charity, and I realized that I was
more curious about God’s plan for me than I was looking to be
angry with Him, I knew that I was on my way to having a
wonderful spiritual relationship with Him.

For that, I am very thankful, and it makes me want to
celebrate this Christmas season for what it truly is: a
celebration of the birth of Jesus and an acknowledgment of the
glorious love that God has for us.



