Preschool or Politics? Bonus
Episode

November Election Day 2010 — it’s come and gone; everyone 1s
ecstatic to be freed from being forced to absorb those
scathing campaign ads. In the wake of Election Day, one
Chicago ‘burb emerged with a history-making result. Buffalo
Grove, Illinois citizens voted upon and passed a successful
recall vote of a village trustee for the first time ever. You
might have read my previous post about Lisa Stone, the
tenacious (polite word) village trustee who helped make
Buffalo Grove village council meetings look like too-good-to-
be-real-for-reality-tv. She would do things like nit-pick,
interrupt, refuse to take order; many times single-handedly
being responsible for meetings lasting into the following
morning! Lisa Stone and the Village President Elliott
Hartstein would butt heads at every meeting until he was so
frustrated he looked ready to burst. Well, the votes were
counted, and Ms. Stone has to leave office. And if you think
that Village President Hartstein was happy about this, check
out this little video of him impersonating (complete with wig)
the thorn, uh, Stone in his side:
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Yes, it was a horrible political decision, and a public
apology was issued promptly. A guy’s gotta vent, but he
should have known better. Just when we thought the reality
show was canceled, a bonus episode appears. For the whole

story, click here.

***Tt’'s come to my attention that the video is no longer
available — bummmer!! It was too funny! Well, there’s
nothing I can do about that, so here’s the next best thing:
pictures.

Ms. Lisa Stone herself:

And Village President Elliott Hartstein

dressed as Lisa Stone:
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The Haunting of Molly Hartley

Even though our car is out of commission, we were still able
to get out to vote yesterday with our rental car, courtesy
of our car warranty. I have to say that after years of
driving a loaded mini-van, I kind of enjoy zipping around in
the little Malibu they gave us. My husband pointed out that
it’s probably because all the kids won’t even fit in it, so
for the first time in a long time, I find myself alone in the
car, which means blaring country music of my choosing rather
than listening to kids fighting, KidsSongs, or Veggie Tales.
He's probably right; although I do enjoy the quick pick-up and
the fact that I can easily back out from any parking spot I
find myself wedged into. So anyway, the movie theater in the
neighboring town was offering free popcorn to those who voted
in the election yesterday. They had a movie called, “The
Haunting of Molly Hartley”, which I hadn’t heard about. But
the title sounded promising, as did the fact that the movie
came out on Halloween. But then I looked it up on imdb.com,
and it had a 3.8 rating. Quch — that’'s a pretty stinky
rating! Not only that, but examples of users’ comments on the
movie include: “What’s the point of this movie?” “Don’t
worry about getting up for a snack, you won’t miss anything.”
“A fright fest without the scares.” “Reminds me a of a
Nickleodeon movie.” — you get the idea.

But we decided to see it anyway, and I'm glad we did. It
really wasn’'t that bad — it even has replay value; I'd watch
it again. The plot centers around a young girl named Molly
who, days before her 18th birthday, begins to have episodes
characterized by nosebleeds, anxiety attacks, and
hearing voices. She 1is really worried that she is “going
crazy”, especially given her mother’s mental instability. The
audience doesn’t really know if everything is just in this
girl’s head because of past trauma or if there is really more
to it. I would describe the movie as Rosemary’s Baby meets
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Proof (I've only seen the stage play, not the movie though).
In Rosemary’s Baby, a woman is having a baby and is paranoid
that her neighbors are demons who will harm the baby. The
movie is done in such a way that the audience is left guessing
the entire time if she’s just being paranoid or if her
concerns are legit. And Proof is the story of a woman who is
following in the footsteps of her mathmatical genius father,
only to worry if she is also inheriting his mental illness.

And I disagree with some of the comments made about the
Haunting of Molly Hartley — there were plenty of scares. The
movie had a creepy mood to it, and there were plenty of jump-
out-of-your-seat startles. They were quite predictable, but
I've seen lots of scary movies, so the predictability of the
scares probably had lots to do with my experience of knowing
when to expect them. Overall, I'd definitely recommend this
movie to people who like horror movies. I liked it much
better than Saw V, and they’re really two different types of
movie since unlike the entire Saw franchise, this one had no
gore and was rated PG-13. Apparently it was too tame and lame
for teenagers, which scares me to think about what it must
take to shock teenagers these days. But for grown-up thrill
movie fans, it’s worth a view!
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