Happy Easter!

I was right about something — I said it was going to be a
great weekend and i1t was, even now, Sunday afternoon, when
it’s time for the Easter comedown the kids get when their
sugar highs from all that candy wear off!

We celebrated our 10th wedding anniversary (again!) Friday
night with a game night, and as usual, we had lots of fun!
Without announcing it to anyone, I decided to have a sort of
Mexican theme, which simply meant making a taco dip and
margaritas. It’s not like I usually have themes for game
night; I just happened to read a recipe for the taco dip
earlier in the week, then we almost got the kids a snow cone
machine which inspired the margaritas. Even though we didn’t
get the snow cone machine, my husband said we have a little
device that crushes ice; except when it came time for the
margaritas, he decided he didn’t want to crush the ice, and we
ended up with glasses full of crushed popsicles (?) instead.
So anyway, I don’t remember telling any of my friends it was
Mexican game night, but about 4 of them showed up with salsa
and/or taco dip! When the last person arrived a little late
and brought salsa, we gave her a standing ovation — hey, most
of us are theater people; it seemed like the thing to do! I
forgot to mention that before the game night, we went to
Walmart where they had an Easter bunny to visit. My youngest
daughter was afraid of him, so that explains how I got in the
picture:
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Saturday the community theater had their first-ever Easter egg
hunt. We were actually going to go to the drive-thru zoo /
safari park in Port Clinton, Ohio, but we decided to stay and
support the theater’s egg hunt instead. And that was a great
decision — the egg hunt was a blast! There were organized
games for the older kids while the toddlers hunted, but our
little 2 5 year old daughter, Disney, was a little shy about
picking up the eggs. The eggs had prizes in them, ranging
from candy to tickets for large prizes to coin dollars — and
Disney got one of those! The older kids enjoyed a variety of
games; including a relay race where they were to race to a
table and finish two boxes of Peeps — no hands allowed! It
was a riot!

The kids enjoyed doing an actual egg hunt, unlike at our
town’s annual Easter egg hunt where they’ve resorted to
throwing candy on the floor of the middle school gym rather
than try to plan around the weather every year and do it at a
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playground where they can actually hide the candy. They even
sold lunch, which was great because after the hunt, we were
ready to take off for the zoo and the kids had already been
fed!

So we got to the Toledo Zoo and it was a little less than two
hours before closing, so we had to pick and choose exhibits to
see. Qur oldest daughter really enjoys the Aquarium, so we
began in there, and made our way around the back half of the
zoo, ending with the great apes. The orangutans were bedding
down for the night, and the gorillas were eating — allowing
for some great up close views since a few of them chose eating
perches right in front of the viewing glass. Because the
weather is getting nicer, many animals were outside, and we
enjoyed activity from the tigers and sloth bears — one of
which is our “friend” and enjoys smelling us through the glass
and playing with dangling car keys and hats. My favorite
animal of the day were the hippos — the Toledo Zoo has full-
size, humongous hippos (not the smaller pygmy variety found in
many zoos), and Saturday they were hungry! The keeper had
them cordoned off while he put out their food, and we got to
watch as he let them at it, one by one. The poor hippo who
had to wait got anxious and was opening his mouth really wide
and rolling over in the water — hippo version of begging, I
guess.. but after seeing that huge animal charge and buck in
the water like that made me realize just how dangerous a boat
ride on the Nile River would be!

The zoo closed, so we went to a few of my favorite types of
stores — $1 stores, which was lucky I thought because I was
sure they would close around 6ish on a Saturday. I thought I
remembered that about stores from my youth — I remember being
disappointed about not being able to stay at the mall later on
Saturdays.. but I'm glad I was wrong and they were open until
9 because I was able to stock up on some snacks and birthday
party goodie bag trinkets for our soon-to-be 5-year-old’s
upcoming party. When we got home, I was dead tired, but I did



catch the end of an awesome Chicago Cubs game before playing
Easter bunny. The Cubs came from behind the Milwaukee Brewers
to tie up the game and then win it with an Alfonso Soriano
home run — that guy is on fire this year!! We got the kids’
Easter baskets ready and hid the non-perishable eggs and went
to bed.

Sunday we let our baby wake us — usually my husband wakes with
the baby and lets me and the other kids sleep in when
possible. But today I wanted to be up in time to hide the
real eggs, so we put our two youngest in the bath, started the
coffee, and began hiding eggs. But not soon after, our oldest
starting coming down the stairs, so we had to re-direct her
and give her a “job” to do upstairs while we finished so she
wouldn’t see us. We had a great time, but my camera’s battery
died, so I don’t have any pictures of that..

Then it was off to church to learn about the real reason we
celebrate Easter (how did coloring eggs get involved anyway?
Maybe something to look up later when the kids are in bed and
the Cubs are creaming the Brewers!). I never get bored at
church, but I do get awfully tired — today my coffee wore off
despite the energizing music and the pastor’s entertaining
sermon involving hot dogs and Jesus, of course! I guess I
just get so relaxed since I don’t have to worry about any of
the kids for an hour — that’s a good thing! We did go to bed
late last night though.. maybe I’'ll catch a nap while the kids
play Easter bunny to their pets. They are hiding carrots in
plastic eggs for their rats and hiding dog treats in eggs for
their dogs. The bird got a new toy also, but he screamed at
me while I was doing laundry again, so he’s back on the sh*t
list. My friend is running an ‘ugly pet contest’ for a play
she’s in, and I think I'm going to enter the bird for revenge
— he’s molting and his feathers are nappy right now — HA!

Happy Easter everyone!



How to — the wiki way

When I sign in to my google account, on igoogle they ave a
neat little gadget that gives you links to 1 or more wikiHow
articles. Today's was how to separate an Egg. Very informative
article on this somewhat delicate procedure. Now a few years
ago I wrote a little post on how to crack eggs one handed. I
can’t recall were I put it so I will have to enter it by
memory — This is a slightly humorous post, and it may or may
not be funny to you. So now that the disclaimer is out of the
way, on to breaking eggs one handed.

We’ve all seen in the cooking shows, on movies, or TV where
someone is making eggs and cracking them, dropping the egg in
the bowl, or skillet and then discarding the egg shell. I’'ve
tried this many times only to discover that the eggshell is
calmly sinking in my bowl of eggs. these could be large pieces
of egg shell, or the smaller bits that you only find when
eating the finished product. So I always thought that there
should be some sort of lessons on the art of cracking the egg
1 handed.

So here goes.

1) It all starts with the egg. Make sure that the egg fits
your hand comfortably. If you have small hands, you don’t want
to try cracking the Grade A super-duper large eggs with one
hand. This will just make a mess. You should grip the small
end of the egg with your index and middle finger. Use both,
you don’t want to give the egg the finger do you? Grasp the
larger end of the egg between your palm and thumb.

2) Make sure your thumb is positioned toward the end of the
egg. Give the egg a sharp tap on the side of the bowl you are
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using to deposit the eggs. You may want to start using a bowl
that you will be putting the egg shells in, sometimes this
stage will cause shell fragments to drop in the bowl. With
practice this is not usually a problem.

3) Pull the egg apart by expanding and slightly straightening
out your fingers. Make sure you are holding the egg over the
bowl at this point, it may come apart on your first try. If
your egg isn’t opening, hit it again.

4) Open the egg just enough to allow the egg to drop through
the expanded opening. This allows you to keep a good grip on
the egg shell. Do not shake the egg to get everything out
until you get comfortable holding the egg in this manner.
Shaking the egg shell may cause shell fragments to fly all
over the place (take cover when shell fragments are flying).

5) Dispose of empty shell and try it again. Practice, practice
practice.

6) What to do with all those eggs? I would suggest in the
early stages of your practicing, that you will want to stick
with things like egg sandwiches on Melba Toast, Brownies with
nuts, Cookies with nuts, Cakes with nuts, and any other egg
dish you can think of that also contains explainable
crunchies. Can’t be wasting those eggs just because you
couldn’t dig out all the shell fragments can you?

Now, the question is, should I post this to wikiHow?

A Family Easter

With 3 wonderful kids, how could we not have a good Easter?
We started by coloring eggs on Saturday afternoon, and it went
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so well that I even bought a spare coloring kit at the easter
clearance sales today, figuring we can do it again in a few
weeks. If colored eggs will entice the kids to eat them, then
coloring eggs doesn’t only have to be for Easter, I say!
Actually, we started our Easter celebration with a visit to
the Easter Bunny at the mall on Friday. There was no line,
but at those prices, I can see why! But I begged Hubby to buy
me a picture of the girls with the Easter Bunny and said it
could be my Mother’s Day present this year because when we
went to do our community egg hunt (candy clean-up), the
batteries on the camera died before we could get a picture
with the Easter Bunny. It’s just something I like to do every
year along with taking pictures with Santa because it’s a good
way to get them all to sit down together and track how they
grow from year to year.

So anyway, back to hiding eggs.. I got so tired on Saturday
night that I forgot to play Easter Bunny and hide the eggs
(can hard-boiled eggs even stay out of the fridge overnight?),
but I woke up a little on the way up to bed and did remember
to set the alarm. Except that when it went off Sunday
morning, we heard the kids were already up, so Hubby and I
scrambled downstairs and hid everything in a hurry so we
wouldn’t get caught. And we had to leave our dogs outside
during the hunt, otherwise they would do some easter egg
hunting of their own! And of course — every year this happens
somehow — there was the one egg that slipped away somehow only
to be lost until weeks later when its rotten smell gives away
its hiding place. But, learning from the past, we counted how
many eggs we had hidden and didn’t give up until the lost egg
was found! Overall, it was a GREAT Easter. The kids did have
some candy comedown, but that is to be expected. Disney — she
is 17 mos. — woke up today by asking for candy for breakfast.
I think they’ll get back to normal soon.. just in time to get
candy at the summer parades coming up! Hope everyone had a
wonderful Easter and were able to share in the love of family
and friends!



