New Easter Traditions

Over the past year I’'ve learned a lot. Many people can say
the same, for life itself is one big learning experience. So
while I’ve learned a lot about many things, I have also grown
spiritually by leaps and bounds ever since we joined a
wonderful church family in March of 2009.

As my entire family grows spiritually, we’ve come to realize
how much more there is to Easter than eggs and bunnies. The
coloring, decorating, hiding, seeking, and eating of Easter
eggs 1is always so much fun on Easter, and this year was no
exception. As parents, my husband and I treasure all of the
milestones, big and small — we even treasure the little sleep
we get when we stay up late to prepare the Easter Bunny'’s
baskets for our children and wake up early to frantically hide
the perishable eggs before the excited little ones wake up.
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The girls and their colored
Easter eggs

But last year, we added a new tradition to our Easter weekend
— attending a beautiful church service where we were taught
(in my case) and reminded (in my husband’s case) of the real
meaning of Easter Sunday — the sacrifice of God’s only Son and
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We attended church again this Easter Sunday, and we were
pleased to see that our worship center at church was
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overflowing — standing room only; filled with people who were
excited to share His Glory with their family, friends and
loved ones.

4 cuties ready for church
on Easter Sunday

This year, we also added a new tradition to our family's
Easter celebrations. My thoughtful sister had sent the kids
Resurrection Eggs in the mail the week before, so after we
colored our edible eggs, we sat down together and listened as
my husband read the story of Easter Sunday aloud. Along with
the book came a set of a dozen plastic eggs, each containing a
little token illustrating the story of Easter Sunday — there
was a little donkey, a cross, a whip, a cloth, a crown of
thorns and more. The kids took turns opening the eggs, and it
really got them thinking about the meaning of this special
holiday. I think the Resurrection Eggs really helped them to
understand the meaning of God’s sacrifice. After the story
was read, they continued to play with the eggs for over an
hour, and then they brought down the entire set for me to put
away until next year — that says a lot right there because
putting away toys after they’re done playing with them is not
exactly one of our kids’ strong points!
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My girls exploring
Resurrection Eggs with
their Daddy

So it was a wonderful Easter, filled with family, laughter and
love, and I am grateful for every minute. As we add these new
traditions, Easter is becoming a favorite holiday of mine, and
I am very excited to continue all of these Easter traditions
next year!!

However you celebrated, whatever your faith, I hope your
Easter was happy, safe, and fun!!
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