New TV!

Last night, my husband and I decided to visit an old friend we
haven’t seen 1in some time — The Redbox. You all know the
Redbox — the dvd rental machine that sits like a swollen ATM
at many Walmarts, Meijers, Walgreens and the like. Dvd rental
at the Redbox is $1 per night, and one of the perks of the
Redbox is lack of selection. Yes, I said lack of selection.
In this day and age of rushing from here to there, who has
time to actually make an extra stop to go into a video store
and browse hundreds of selections? We really enjoyed our
Redbox summer, renting a movie almost every night and
exhausting pretty much the entire Redbox collection. Now the
kids have been in school for a few months already, and time
has gone by without us having time to think about our long-
lost Redbox bud. So anyway, last night, with the cold wind
howling outside, we thought it to be the perfect night to stay
up a little too late with a random Redbox horror movie. It
was Seventh Moon, and it seemed to actually be pretty scary,
except that it is a ‘dark and shaky’ type horror movie — the
camera moves around a lot, and the entire movie takes place
in the dark. We turned off our lights in the house, but we
still couldn’t really see. Remembering what a repairman had
told him once, my husband suggested we take the front panel
off the tv and dust a little mirror inside — supposedly we
would get a brighter picture. Thinking it sounded easy (?), I
agreed and we began to unscrew our tv. We get the panel
loosened and discover that there isn’t any dust on the
screen! And, you’'’d be surprised at how much empty space there
is in a big tv! But anyway, we started to put it back
together when CRACK! Uh, oh. Here’s a hint — 1if you ever
decide to tackle a home improvement project on the suggestion
of someone else, no matter how small the project, always
remember who told you to do what so that person can be held
accountable!
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So we are trying to put the tv back together, and we were
thinking that at this point, we would just like to go back to
our movie, however dark it might be, we just want to be able
to WATCH the movie on a working tv. But then my husband sees
the small mirror at the bottom that is FULL of dust! I rigged
a paper towel rod with a dust cloth, and reached in there and
dusted off that little mirror. We tried again to put the tv
back together, encouraged and excited by the fact that we
might have actually been able to fix it. We put the tv back
together, but we had cracked something, so it’s not really
properly lined up and is now missing a few screws, oopsie.
BUT.. the picture is SO much brighter! Not only were we able
to see the rest of the movie (which was a nice ‘n suspenseful
creature feature), but now we can actually watch tv during the
day! Oh, if only we had discovered our new tv during those
bright summer days months ago when the Chicago Cubs were still
invited to play baseball..

Redbox Junkies

Now that the kids are back in school (2 out of 4 anyway), I
have some (stress on the some, not a lot of) extra time to sit
and blog again — something that wasn’t made a priority over
our busy summer. Among our summertime fun and adventures were
many trips to the Redbox. Surely you know what I'm referring
to, for if we have such futuristic technology here in the NW
Ohio boonies, then it must exist in most places. The Redbox
is a machine (about the size of a gas station ATM on steroids)
that distributes $1 one-night dvd movie rentals. You can
choose a movie for $1 from any Redbox location (our small town
has 3, just an example of how they are everywhere), and then
you return your movie to any Redbox location by 9:00pm the
next night. We first got hooked on the concept when we were
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on the way back home from Florida and the kids got sick of the
movies we had brought for the car dvd player (poor things!
Who's with me from the days when we were lucky enough to bring
our Walkman on the trip with a couple of tapes!) . So anyway
— we stopped at a Redbox at a McDonald’s in Tennessee, the
kids watched the movie a few times, and we returned it at a
Walmart in Ohio - for just $1! Ok, this is quickly and
unintentionally turning into a plug..

So anyway, my husband and I got kind of hooked on the Redbox
this summer, watching a movie almost every night — seriously!
We went through a horror phase and watched many of a series
called After Dark Horror Fest: 8 Films To Die For, and even
though many of the movies (there were 8 movies in the series,
but the series ran multiple years) in the series were low-
budget, many were actually worthy of the recognition and worth
watching. Among our favorites of the horror genre was Hack!
starring none other than Danica McKellar, Winnie from the late
'80's / early 90’'s tv show The Wonder Years; as well as The
Hamiltons, a surprisingly great-for-what-it-is little horror
flick.

Somewhere within the mix was a forgotten (though I liked it
slightly more than my husband did) Michael Moore parody
(making fun of Michael Moore movies, not done by Michael
Moore) and the best Redbox movie ever called Sunshine
Cleaning.

I highly recommend Sunshine Cleaning. Don’t let 1its
similarities with another movie called_Little Miss Sunshine
get you confused. The two movies share the word Sunshine 1in
their titles, an actor (the late Alan Arkin, wonderful in both
roles), and some producers — but neither their plot lines nor
their characters intersect. You can check out Little Miss
Sunshine for yourself if you haven’t already — I recommend
that one as well. But Sunshine Cleaning is less mainstream
and my husband and I enjoyed it immensely. It stars the
talented Amy Adams as a single mom who, along with her flighty
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sister (Emily Blunt, also a really good actress), start a
cleaning business, though it’s not your normal, everyday
cleaning business — they are hired to clean up extreme
biological hazards, ie, crime scenes. What follows 1is a
heartwarming tale which takes many entertaining and at times,
comedic turns. The characters are well developed as is the
plot, and the movie just makes for a well-spent evening -
especially for just $1. Again, I'm at risk here for sounding
like a plug, but oh well! Go get Sunshine Cleaning from your
local Redbox — you can even reserve online for pickup before
you go!

The Haunting In The Redbox
DVD

So, following Broadway Cabaret night at the Little Theatre,
Megan decided to take me up on my pizza/DVD night at the house
while I am still alone (one more week.. and it is still
standing). I suggested venturing to Wal-Mart to check out the
redbox kiosk... rent a movie for $1 per night, return when you
are done or after 25 days it is yours. After going to
Electronics, I met Megan at the box and we made our choice of
two movies.. more on those in a bit.

We then travelled to casa Shaffer where I gave her the grand
tour, upstairs, downstairs, beauty shop. Did I show C&L the
shop the other night? My memory fails me. So, after the
pizza was baked, we put in the first movie. He’s Just Not
that Into You is just what you would expect: a chick flick.
While it was no Pretty Woman it was not all that bad and Megan
wanted to see it and I gentlemanly let her pick one.
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However, I chose a movie which taylhis has posted about and a
friend recommended the other day. Megan had already seen The
Haunting in Connecticut (for some reason, I thought it was A
Haunting, but no big deal) and it scared the xrap out of her.
I must say that I enjoyed it very, VERY much and it did give
me a good jump or 5. Even more so knowing that it was based
on a true story. I will have to check out the frog site
thingamajig to get the lowdown on how much accuracy 1is
involved. If you like a good horror film with lotas of
thrills and chills, check it out.

However there was a downside to the DVD: it was badly
scratched and about half way through it began to skip. UGH!
Way to almost ruin a great movie! I did send an email to the
customer service dep of redbox to request a free rental or
refund. Megan asked me to watch out for the minister and see
if I could recognize him. I must admit that I was unable to.
Elias Koteas is the same actor who played Casey Jones in the
ORIGINAL Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles movies. Never would
have guessed since it has been years since I have seen it.

All in all, another fun night of music, friendship, pizza,
movies, and great times!
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