A BIG Scare, But Thankfully,
Just a Scare

Last week for date night, we saw Shutter Island — not much to
say about that; it was disappointing. We then went out to
eat, and my husband mentioned that his fingers were tingling.

At the same time, I noticed that he was slurring his words —
uh,oh. Although he is only in his mid-30’'s, I was sure that
he had had a stroke; I know those are two of the warning
signs. He did not want to go to the hospital, so I agreed
that we would drive home, pick up the kids, and I would look
up these symptoms on the internet to see if he should indeed
get to the hospital. When I looked it up, the info was
scarier than I originally thought. It said yes, these are
indeed symptoms of a stroke, and a person needs only to
exhibit ONE of them, not all. It also said that people who
have strokes often refuse to get medical treatment, and their
loved ones must INSIST that they seek medical treatment — so I
made Hubby go to the ER while I put the kids to bed. Well,
before you panic, let me say that the stroke tests all came
back negative. Turns out that his arm had gone numb during
the movie because it was a long movie and he was giving me
backrubs (AWW!), and his “lazy tongue” was a result of his
visit to the dentist in the morning — he doesn’t 1like
novacaine, so when the dentist re-did one of his fillings, he
sprayed some kind of numbing spray which got into my husband’s
bloodstream and caused him to feel it 9 hours later. PHEW!!!

It was a wasted night at the ER, but I'm so glad that he went
because otherwise I would STILL be wondering and panicking
that he had had a stroke. And besides, it made for a really
funny story to tell later.. people really seem to like the

irony of the directions on the internet: “Expect the person
to protest — denial is common. Don’t take “no” for an answer.
Insist on taking prompt action.” Well, insist I did, and as a

result, poor Hubby spent the end of date night in the ER!
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A Movie Suggestion For An
Upcoming Date Night

Prior to viewing Sherlock Holmes amongst all the needless ads,
I did see a trailer for a movie that is definitely high on my
list for viewing. Although NOTHING can take away the comedic
genius which he brings to his portrayal of Michael Scott,
Steve Carrel has made some great movies as well. Some of my
favorites: Little Miss Sunshine, Evan Almighty (I actually
enjoyed it more than its predecessor, Bruce Almighty), and the
updated Get Smart. This spring, he will be paired with his
female counterpart, Tina Fey in the new movie Date Night.
Sure to be a hilarious movie coming April 9.
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Bowling For Columbine

While I'm on the topic of date night (see my previous post)..

This week we did not feel like mini-golfing again on date
night, so we went bowling instead. I did so well, we got a
printout of the scores, much to my husband’s dismay — I've
already mentioned how he has bad luck at physics-dependent
sports like bowling and mini-golf. And I got tons of practice
at bowling as a kid — I was in a weekly bowling league for I
don’t know how many years. Later in high school, I took
bowling in gym class and joined intramural bowling after
school where I was crowned, “Female Bowler of the Year” for
the two years I was in it — not a difficult feat, seeing as
how there were under 10 girls involved, but still, if we had
had a competitive bowling team in high school, perhaps I would
have been a high school athlete, hehe!

I’'ve spent about 23% of my adult years pregnant (!) and most
of the rest of those years raising small children who would
wreak havoc with a bowling ball, so needless to say, I have
not had a chance to hone the skill I developed as a
youngster. I do enjoy the occasional bowling game, though,
and rarely do I top my previous bowling average from back-in-
the-day: 132. Well, the other date night, not only did I top
my old average for the two games we played but I somehow tied
my all-time high score! Well, anyway, here are the scores,
and this reminds me to make joining a weekly league a priority
when the kids get a little bit older!
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And about the title I chose for my post.. I just finished
reading the book Columbine by Dave Cullen, and it was a
fascinatingly detailed account of the 1999 Colorado high
school massacre dissected from just about every angle. If you
like to read true crime or just want to know every detail
about the massacre (it holds a special fascination for me
since it was unfolding just as Hubby and I arrived at our
honeymoon destination after a 24-hour road trip back in ’99),
you should read this book. It’s both sad and informative, and
the author does mention that the Michael Moore movie, Bowling
for Columbine, has little to do with the circumstances
involving the high school massacre. But, Bowling for
Columbine is a catchy title nonetheless, which is why I
borrowed it, not because I'm a Michael Moore fan. Actually,
we saw a parody of his movies the other day, and I will be
sure to include the movie review in an upcoming post called
“It Was A Redbox Summer”. Stay Tuned!

Full Moon = Mini Golf?

Earlier this month, I got a whim on date night for us to go
mini-golfing. Apparently I was not the only person who felt
this way — the local mini-golf course was packed end-to-end
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with groups of golfers — on a Wednesday night! We began our
putting only to find ourselves stalled at every hole waiting
for the group of 4 in front of us — which backed up the group
of 2 behind us, etc. We didn’t realize it was this crowded
when we began golfing otherwise we probably would have chosen
something else to do (not big fans of crowded places), but it
ended up being lots of fun; we found plenty to chat about
while waiting to play the next hole. Among the topics were
the strange occurrences befalling the behavior of our golf
balls. My husband’s normally bad luck (especially at laws-of-
physics sports like mini-golf and bowling) seemed to be
exaggerated, especially by my good luck. An example — my
husband took his shot, then I took mine, and my ball hit my
husband’s ball sending it further from the hole, while mine
bounced off his and into the hole for a hole-in-1!
Unintentionally, of course [J After a few more of those wacky
incidents and (to my dismay) the appearance of dozens of live
frogs in the mini-golf pond, we had had our fun and were
finished. But on the way home, we couldn’t help but notice
the full moon beaming overhead — a coincidence or 1is there
something about a full moon that makes people want to mini-
golf? Friends in the fields have shared with me that
hospitals and law enforcement agencies are extra busy on the
nights of full moons — interesting. How about you guys? Did
any of you have a sudden golfing urge last Wednesday night /
early Thursday morning?

The Pineapple Express

I actually hadn’t heard much about this movie before I saw it,
but it happened to be playing at the time we needed in order
to be able to see a movie that day. Having 4 kids = a hectic
life. Our weekly date night has become a date day (still
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weekly though, YAY!), partly because my husband is in a show
and we have rehearsal or meetings most nights, and partly
because the baby still has his days and nights mixed up, thus
guaranteeing that he sleeps during the date if it’s during the
day. But anyway, back to the Pineapple Express. The movie 1is
all about marijuana. I did read the plot synopsis before I
went, but I didn’'t realize exactly how much drug content there
would be — the characters smoke pot constantly! It tells the
tale of a stoner (Seth Rogen — does he smoke pot in every
movie he’'s in?) who witnesses a murder committed by a cop.
The whole movie has him fleeing the bad guys — while smoking
marijuana, of course — with his drug dealer, who he didn’t
know all that well before they fled together. Seth Rogen
wrote the screenplay for this film, and I like his natural way
of delivering lines. He'’s not a very diverse actor, but his
characters seem like real people because of the way he
delivers his dialogue.

The movie entertained me; some parts were funny; although it
did get pretty violent. I missed some of the violence though
because I fell asleep.. just tired, I wouldn’t call the movie
terrible or anything like that. 1It’s not one of my favorites,
though, and I'm not sure if it even has replay value. But if
you read my blog regularly, you’'ll know that my husband and I
see LOTS of movies, so this was just another theater
experience, and those are always fun!
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