
Watching  the  Indiana  Jones
Series – Backwards
Before last night, I had never seen an Indiana Jones movie. 
So when the opportunity presented itself to view Indiana Jones
and the Kingdom of the Crystal Skull on its opening day rather
inexpensively via email coupons from Fandango.com, I couldn’t
resist the temptation to see what all the fuss was about.
I walked away entertained, but still a little bewildered about
why the character is SO popular.  The people I saw the movie
with (both have seen all of the movies in the series) said
this was not the best of the Indiana Jones movies.  Not that
it was a bad movie, but I would have chopped off about an hour
of it.  A few of the chase scenes ran a little long, and there
was a little too much hokeyness in my opinion.  Before I went,
I was hearing critics talk about the Indiana Jones movies and
how they are a throwback to the adventure movies of the 1930’s
and 40’s.  I thought this might be a good explanation for some
of the cheesy action; for example, characters swinging through
the air and falling exactly where they need to in order to
avoid certain death or to land the perfect punch, etc.  I can
deal with hokey action sequences.  What was a little hard to
swallow however, was the origin of the movie’s namesake, the
crystal skull.  Since I’m at risk of spilling some major
spoilers here – and don’t read any further if you’re worried
about learning anything about the movie you don’t want to –
 it  will  suffice  to  say  that  I  did  not  appreciate  the
supernatural element they gave the fourth Indiana Jones movie.

The acting wasn’t anything Oscar worthy, but that is to be
expected in this type of movie.  I didn’t see Shia LeBeouf as
the kid from Disturbia, so he must have some diversity in his
acting.  Cate Blanchett was really good as the villianess, and
I found it funny when I read that when people heard she was in
the movie, they just assumed she was Harrison Ford‘s love
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interest.  People were so critical that an older man’s love
interest was going to be a much younger woman, then they had
to eat their words when it was leaked that she was playing the
part of the evil enemy.  Indiana Jones’ actual love interest
in the movie was a character played by Karen Allen that had
been in some of the previous movies, which I liked.  What I
didn’t like is that there were 2 characters in the movie who
were supposed to be former friends of Indiana Jones, however,
my Indy experts tell me that neither of them were in the
previous movies.

I was entertained throughout the entire movie, and there were
funny  jokes  and  interesting  characters.   Also  a  few  plot
twists anyone with half a brain could see coming from a mile
away.  During most of the action sequences, I couldn’t help
but feel like I was watching a video game.  I was really
appreciating the components of the quest to obtain the crystal
skull,  at  least  until  the  supernatural  element  came  into
play.  Parts of the movie also made me envision a Universal
Studios ride – it would probably be really cool, maybe a
splashdown ending…  I didn’t fall asleep during this movie,
but as you just read, my mind did wander a bit, probably
because of the lengthy action sequences.    Overall, I’d
say the movie was exactly what I was expecting, perhaps even
a wee bit better.  And hearing from 2 experienced Indiana
Jones  viewers  that  this  was  not  the  best  movie  makes  me
willing to give the others a try – providing they are not over
2 hours each, of course – that’s just too long to sit through
an action movie in my opinion!
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Did  You  Say  MacGuffin  Or
McMuffin?
Perhaps in an attempt to cash in on the Indiana Jones craze
sweeping the nation (not to mention this blog), a treasured
crystal skull was stolen from a New Age store in Claremont,
California.

Hunt for the Crystal Skull Begins
Early
Let me just point out that I was nowhere near California on
the date in question.

Perhaps authorities should begin by questioning the two three
young men (?) responsible for grave robbing to retrieve a
skull to use as a bong. I was surprised to learn of the laid-
back nature of the store. Although they have never had any
trouble with shoplifting in the past, it would seem that such
a high profile item would draw considerable attention. As with
the MacGuffins (the Ark of the Covenant, Sankara stones, and
the Holy Grail) used in the previous 3 Indy adventures, the
crystal skull does have its basis in reality perhaps just not
as widely known as some of the others.

Skip the lines. Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal
Skull tickets on sale now!
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