Death By Hollywood

There has been a rash of celebrity deaths lately — Art
Linkletter, Gary Coleman, Dennis Hopper, and Rue McClanahan
(second to last survivor of the Golden Girls) to name a few.
As with many celebrities, circumstances surrounding some of
these deaths have been quite out of the ordinary.

Dennis Hopper was in the midst of a frantic and nasty divorce
when he lost his battle to cancer. His wife is currently
battling for her share of the estate — seems the pre-nup
stipulated that the couple be married AND living together at
the time of his death. She contends that living in the guest
house on the same property IS living together..

I listened to the 911 call from Gary Coleman’s wife, and it’s
creepy to say the least. 1I’ve never heard a person so cold —
“"send someone quick because I don’t know if he’s going to,
like, be alive.” And that she can’t help him because she
“doesn’t want to be traumatized right now..” and “I’'ve got
blood on myself, I'm gagging, I can’'t deal.” Me, me, me. So
WOW. Does Shannon (aka Mrs. Coleman — well, not really.. as
it turns out, there was a secret divorce back in ’08) have
something to hide? My guess 1is that she is digging herself a
deeper hole with every press conference, er, day that goes
by.. It's especially interesting how she is quick to do press
conferences, shooting a video for tmz.com just one day after
her husband’'s er, roommate’s death. You can listen to
Shannon’'s refusal to help Gary here in the sad 911 call, and
here is a link to the video shot a day later when she
contradicts herself — in the 911 call, she says she can’t help
Gary because she has seizures so she can’t drive, whereas in
the video, she says that Gary has done nice things for her,
like buy her a car. So.. why would he buy her a car if she
can’'t drive? Oh, and not a tear has fallen from Shannon’s
eyes publicly since Gary'’'s death. Something’s fishy here, and
Ms. Price’s penchant for being in the spotlight is going to be
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the catalyst to her unraveling, it seems.

Last night was the first night I was able to spend at home in
a long time. I was excited to see that the Cubs had a night
game, and I was looking forward to getting to sit and watch my
first entire baseball game since opening day.. but I had read
the schedule wrong — actually I’'ve been a day off all week.

My husband being off work on Memorial Day got me a day behind,
and then somehow I overcompensated and got a day ahead in the
later part of the week. Just the latest on a lengthening list
of stupid things I’'ve done lately — where is my brain? So
anyway, baseball-gameless, I decided to watch some “junk tv"” —
whatever I could find in useless reality shows or
documentaries. I was looking for “Fantastic Houseboats”, but
I couldn’t find the Travel Channel (have I mentioned that I
never watch tv? I don’t even know what our channels are!

Well, I know Noggin, PBS, and Nickleodeon by heart, but
nothing other than kids’ channels..), so I ended up watching
something called “Jail” that was really a Cops knock-off and
then an interesting show on E! — 20 Most Horrifying Hollywood
Murders. Ah, celebrity gossip meets true crime = perfect junk
tv! It was quite interesting; though I had already known
about most of the cases which included: Nicole Brown Simpson,
Bonnie Lee Bakley, Rebecca Shaeffer (an 80s tv star that was
murdered by a stalker, how sad), Dominique Dunne, Bob Crane,
Sharon Tate, Black Dahlia, Tupac Shakur, Biggie Smalls, and
Jose and Kitty Menendez. I did miss a little bit of the show,
but I kept waiting for the Phil Hartman case to come on — I
thought that would be considered ‘horrifying’ as he was
unexpectedly murdered by his cocaine-addicted wife Brynn who
then committed suicide. Perhaps it was one of the 20 on the
show and I just missed it? And the show also spotlighted
something I'd like to try if I ever find myself in Hollywood
again: the Dearly Departed Tours. The name speaks for
itself. I have a macabre sense of curiosity that way, which
is also why I'd like time someday to delve into Steven Bocho’s
(famous producer who gave us NYPD Blue, Hill Street Blues, and
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Doogie Howser, MD) first attempt at a novel — where I got the
title of this post. Found Death By Hollywood at the Dollar
Store and it looked worth a buck to sit on my shelf for years
until I had the time to read it.

So anyway, lots of death in Hollywood lately, and it’s sad.
Even for those of us with somewhat morbid curiosities; there
were still people behind the celebrity facades, and their
loved ones left behind are hurting. No matter to what degree
of fame they rose, they were all human beings, so how could
their deaths be anything but sad?

You Are Under Arrest.. But
It’'s Past My Bedtime

I found the following story amusing. Lots of people have
tried to impersonate the police, but this one is noteworthy
because of the impersonator’s age, his lack of bad intentions,
and the fact that he was so successful at it — seems this 14-
year-old worked an entire shift as a cop, including a role 1in
apprehending a suspect!

March 3, 2009 (CHICAGO) (WLS) — A teenager impersonating a
Chicago police officer played a minor role in an arrest on
January 24, according to Police Superintendent Jody Weis.

On Tuesday, Supt. Weis called on the U.S. Secret Service for a
review of the security breach, which he called “outrageous,
angering, disturbing and unforgettable.”

“In my mind it’s almost incomprehensible it could have
happened. Unfortunately it did. It’s very disturbing, and
that’s why we want to send a message that this can’t happen
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again,” said Supt. Jody Weis, Chicago Police Dept.

Weis said an internal investigation shows seven Chicago police
officers broke department rules during the incident. All
districts will be re-trained, according to Weis.

The 14-year-old boy- a former police cadet and apparent
aspiring police officer- entered the back door at the Grand
Crossing District Station on the city’s South Side on January
24. He was dressed in regulation clothing and police say it’s
not clear where he got the uniform. He had no gqun or CPD star,
but was issued a radio and was sent out with a traffic
officer. He worked an entire 5 1/2 hour shift.

“During that time the subject drove the squad car for
approximately two hours, interacted with the public while
responding to at least five assignments, operated the portable
data terminal and participated in the detention of a suspect,”
said Supt. Weis.

The impersonator played a minor role in the arrest of a
violation of order of protection, Weis said. The boy briefly
held the suspect’s arm behind his back.

After the shift, the teenager and the relatively new female
officer he was riding with returned to the station, where a
supervisor, unidentified, realized the teen was not an officer
and had him arrested.

How is it so many others missed the fact the teen was not a
cop- and unable to legally drive?

“I don’t know. They weren’t paying attention- perhaps- maybe
they were lax. That’s why we did the investigation. Those
answers we have to hold tight until we go through the
adjudication stage,” said Supt. Weis.

For that reason, Weis said, the names of the 7 officers facing
discipline, and the nature of the recommended sanctions cannot



now be disclosed.

“Based on contract agreements we can’t identify the officers
and in these situation if we gave out the ranks it wouldn’t
take a rocket scientist to realize who they actually were,”

said Supt. Weis.

The boy’s name has not been released. He pleaded not guilty 1in
juvenile court.

He is no longer in custody, but is wearing an electronic
monitoring device.

OOPSIE!

What NOT to do after getting pulled over:

Cops: Niles Man Backs Over Squad
Car After Getting Ticketed

Illinois: Police puzzled over driver who drove up and over a
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squad car.

A man who had been pulled over and ticketed by police ran
backward up and onto a Buffalo Grove squad car Friday morning,
apparently in his haste to drive off.

Henry Raskin, 70, of Niles had been pulled over by a Buffalo
Grove officer on the 400 block of Dundee Road around 11:30
a.m. Friday for driving 58 mph in a 35 mph zone, Sgt. Scott
Kristiansen said.

The officer wrote the ticket and returned to the car, and
Raskin got ready to drive away. Except he went flying
backward.

“(He) apparently was going to pull away at a high rate of
speed, but the only problem was that he was in reverse,”
Kristiansen said.

He said Raskin was not happy about getting a ticket. He said
police are reviewing the squad car videotape to see what
Raskin might also be charged with.

Raskin was taken to Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington
Heights as a precaution.

Kristiansen said police don’t believe Raskin has any medical
conditions that could have led to the crash. Raskin’s age also
didn’'t seem to play a factor, he said.

The officer, a 20-year veteran of the Buffalo Grove
department, was not injured, but his car will be out of
service for a while.

“He ended up with the left rear wheel of the car coming
through his windshield, about 6 inches from his face,”
Kristiansen said. “Luckily, he was not injured.”

The squad car suffered significant damage to the front end,
including the windshield and the hood.



Kristiansen said the police investigation so far shows the
officer initiated the traffic stop properly. He said officers
are trained to treat every stop as if it isn’t a routine
procedure so that they are aware when unexpected circumstances
like this one take place.

“The officer stopped the car properly and positioned himself
properly,” he said.
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