
GOOD LUCK BEARS!
I don’t have any kids in high school yet, but when I grew up,
high school football was a big deal, so I’ve been kind of
following the local high school football team since we moved
here, even though there wasn’t far to follow them…  until
now.  Our Golden Bears will travel  down to Columbus TONIGHT
for their first high school football playoff game in school
history!!

BEST OF LUCK GUYS – YOUR TOWN IS BEHIND YOU!!!

Will your child graduate?
The answer we all want for this question is of course a
resounding yes (I hope :P).  However, if you live in an urban
environment the statistics show that his or her chances are
lower than if they live in the surrounding suburbs, at least
for most of the 50 largest cities.  Chicago, for example, has
a  55.7%  graduation  rate  while  the  Chicago  suburbs  are  at
84.1%.  Two Ohio cities have more drastic statistics with
Cleveland at 42.2% vs. 78.1% and Columbus being 40.9% vs.
82.9%, and Baltimore, Md. has the largest gap at 34.6% vs.
81.5% for its suburbs!  However, at the other end of the scale
your child is about 10% more likely to graduate in the city of
Colorado  Springs  (83.7%)  than  its  surrounding  suburbs
(73.5%).  Click the link for rest of the 50 largest cities.

‘Crisis’ graduation gap found between cities, suburbs

https://www.tangents.org/sports/good-luck-bears/
https://www.tangents.org/school/school-news/will-your-child-graduate/
https://www.usatoday.com/news/education/2008-04-01-cities-suburbs-graduation_N.htm


If Music Be The Food Of Love,
Play On
This afternoon two communities who are usually big rivals came
together to honor someone who has touched the lives of quite
possibly  every  person  who  either  lived  in  either  town  or
attended school in Edgerton, Ohio. Emily Curtis grew up in
Edon but has taught music in Edgerton for 27 years at all
levels  (junior  high,  high  school,  and,  most  recently,
elementary). Last year, she was stricken with leukemia and is
in  Columbus  at  the  medical  facilities  on  the  OSU  campus
undergoing treatment. Through it all, she has been the same
tough, strong, stubborn woman she has been for at least 20
years. She has given so much to everyone not only in this area
but worldwide. Since 09/11/01, she has spear-headed a Troop
Care package program sending supplies to the armed forces in
Iraq and all over the world. The program has sent tons of
necessities and has received numerous plaques, letters, and
medals for its generosity.

At  the  benefit,  there  were  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of
donated items in a silent auction. Ohio State and Michigan
memorabilia,  beautiful  artwork,  Edgerton  apparel,  too  much
stuff to even begin to describe. School children danced and
sang. Mrs. Balser, who started her teaching career at Edgerton
40 years ago, has generously taken Mrs. Curtis position for
the  year.  A  second  grader  sang  “Rainbow  Connection”  and
sounded like he should have provided the voice of Kermit the
Frog in the “Muppet Movie.”

There are just so many personal levels on which I could write
about my experiences with Emily. She is one tough cookie and
will push you until you have reached your potential. During my
four years in high school, she arranged for the band to travel
to  Chicago  to  see  Phantom  of  the  Opera.  We  attended  a
performance of Annie in Toledo as we were just beginning to

https://www.tangents.org/loved-ones/if-music-be-the-fruit-of-love-play-on/
https://www.tangents.org/loved-ones/if-music-be-the-fruit-of-love-play-on/
https://disney.videos.go.com/General/Acquisition/SignUp/TitleDetail?id=18495&pg=Search&query=muppet%20movie
https://www.ticketsnow.com/Theater_Tickets/Phantom_Of_The_Opera_Tickets.html?CAT=Event&FDT=3/26/2008%2012:00:00%20AM&TDT=9/26/2009%2012:00:00%20AM&MAID=0&NodeKey=C6B4D5B1145243D9B3F0DB10B6ADAF1E&SearchPath=1


stage our own production. Speaking of our production of Annie,
I originally auditioned for the role of Daddy Warbucks. The
day after tryouts, I was called over the PA to report to the
band room. “OH, LORD… what have I done now?” I was asked to
read for the role of Rooster. Read a bit of dialogue, sing
“Easy Street,” and CROW. Emily and the drama director told me
then and there that I had nailed the role of Warbucks, but
they thought I would do even better as the villain.

In November 2006, I played the part of Vinnie in The Odd
Couple. This was the first time I had been in a non-musical
play since 1991 Two people were instrumental in my decision to
try out (aside from myself that is). I called Emily the night
before auditions and asked her what she thought. She has told
me for years that I need to let my light shine bright (among
other things) and that she knew I would do well. And following
the Sunday matinee, she told me “Who is it that has been
telling you for years to stop limiting yourself?” Thanks Ma

https://www.ticketsnow.com/Theater_Tickets/Annie_Tickets.html?CAT=Event&FDT=3/26/2008%2012:00:00%20AM&TDT=9/26/2009%2012:00:00%20AM&MAID=0&NodeKey=0D5F6AED31EF4189AC558E9AFC7C769B&SearchPath=1
https://www.ticketsnow.com/Theater_Tickets/The_Odd_Couple_Tickets.html?CAT=Event&FDT=3/26/2008%2012:00:00%20AM&TDT=9/26/2009%2012:00:00%20AM&MAID=0&NodeKey=7D8C67CC568442789D0F1807DCDA0FC0&SearchPath=1
https://www.ticketsnow.com/Theater_Tickets/The_Odd_Couple_Tickets.html?CAT=Event&FDT=3/26/2008%2012:00:00%20AM&TDT=9/26/2009%2012:00:00%20AM&MAID=0&NodeKey=7D8C67CC568442789D0F1807DCDA0FC0&SearchPath=1

