American Psycho Hellboy..
Never Mind

We managed to fit in some movie watching this week while the
kids are with Grandma, and I was attempting to put them all
together in a clever blog post title, but it wasn’t to be.
Probably my lack of sleep with the new baby and my recovery
process has inhibited my creativity. I hope to be back in
full swing soon, but it will probably take a few months,
especially because once I'm feeling better, I have lots of
stuff around the house I need to catch up on and as much as I
would like blog posting to come first, it doesn’t. As people
keep reminding me oh so helpfully, a c-section is major
surgery [J] Don’t I know it.

So the 3 movies we saw this week are Hellboy 2, American
Psycho, and Fortress.

I did not like Hellboy 2. I actually would have left the
theater, but I never got around to asking my husband if he
wanted to and that was a good thing because he liked the
movie. It gave me a good laugh when we were walking out of
the theater and he told me he liked it because we always have
the same taste in movies and I really didn’t like this one.

That also means I don’t have much to say about it except that
the Abe fish-1like character reminds me of C3PO from Star Wars,
and I can’t believe the actor who plays Hellboy, Ron
Perlman, was also Vincent the Beast in the old Beauty and the
Beast tv show from the 80’s with Linda Hamilton. I thought he
was going to be some Andre the Giant huge guy wrestler type,
but it turns out, he is just a regular actor. I suppose my
impatience with this movie had to do with the fact that my
infection flared up and I was raging with fever yet again in
the movie theater. So even though I felt crappy and wanted to
leave, I could not pass up a night out with hubby while the
kids were away. Even if it was to see Hellboy 2.. I'm just
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glad one of us enjoyed the movie.

Next up is a movie from the early 90’'s called Fortress. It's
set in the future — and it’s always fun to see what people
thought the future would be like when the movie was made over
a decade ago — and revolves around a corporate owned
underground prison (think Walmart does Alcatraz). The main
characters are sent there when they break the “one child per
couple” rule. They had lost their first child, and now
they’ve been caught trying to have another, so they are both
sent to prison, even though she is pregnant. This is a
fun action-packed movie. When I looked it up on imdb.com
after we watched it, I learned that it is actually a kind of
cult classic movie and there are actually multiple endings.
Our version was the less happy of the endings, but I still
liked the movie. 1It's kind of violent for early 90’'s, and if
you look it up on imdb.com, don’t let the keywords fool you.
Let’s put it this way, if I had seen the keywords first, I
wouldn’t have watched this movie, but in retrospect, I
don’t think there was really much adult stuff in it — just
violence and gore, but they didn’t overdo it like they do in
some movies nowadays, like the Saw movies for instance.
American Psycho on the other hand..

I will start by saying that Christian Bale was excellent in
this movie. I wasn’t so impressed by him when he was Batman
in The Dark Knight, but he definitely shows versatility and
depth in this movie. He plays a Wall Street executive who is
just about as big a jerk as one can be. Also, he has blood
lust and likes to kill people in his spare time. The movie is
very strange for reasons I can’t quite put my finger on. For
one, I was confused about what the movie was trying to be. I
guess 1it’'s just a story about this man, an American Psycho.

But at times throughout the movie, the music was strange,
and it just didn’t play like a normal movie. And then there
were the constant 80’'s references. I guess it was supposed to
take place in the 1980’'s, given the characters’ huge cordless
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phones and constant talk of musical artists such as Phil
Collins, Huey Lewis, and Whitney Houston. Why they would
change the time period of the movie, I don’t know, but they
did a good job because if Reese Witherspoon (who is about my
age and would have been a kid in the ’'80’'s) wasn’t in it, I
would have been convinced the movie was actually filmed in the
'80’'s. And I have to say the end confused me a lot. I won't
say more because I don’t want to spoil anything, but if anyone
who reads this has seen this movie, maybe you can answer a
question I have. I don’t think I'd recommend this movie since
there are many disturbing scenes and it didn’t seem worth it
to me to sit thru them for what you get from the rest of the
movie. I don’t think I'm going to put it on my list of
baddies however, but then again, Hellboy 2 isn’t going on
there either. Just 2 movies I didn’t really like and wouldn’t
see again, but I don’'t feel like I wasted my time watching
either of them, and that’s always a good thing.

A TROUBLED BAT?

While reading headlines today, I came across the arrest of
Christian Bale that happened on Sunday following the
phenomenal opening of The Dark Knight. I have two different
reactions to this. First, it seems quite interesting that mum
and sis would report an assault by a 34 year-old man and then
have their son/brother (a 34 year-old man) go in for
questioning in conjunction with the crime. This happened the
day before the London premiere of the biggest blockbuster of
the summer. That sounded rather suspicious to me. Were the
two attempting to ride the coattails of the actor?

On the other hand, Mr. Bale may be feeling a bit upstaged by
the performance of the late Heath Ledger in the role of the
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sadistic, immoral Clown Prince of Crime. The Joker seems to be
getting all the attention this time around and leaving Batman
in the shadows. But as I have always thought, the hero is only
as good as the villain playing opposite him. Hopefully, Bruce
Wayne did not crack and attack those he swore to protect after
he witnessed the murder of his parents in the dark, back
alleyways of Gotham City.

Read the full article by clicking

Bale Bails Out

I couldn’t resist re-printing the following news item about
the star of The Dark Knight, Christian Bale. Note the part
about police not wanting to question him so they don’t
interfere with the premiere of the movie. Seems he took his
Batman fight training a little too seriously?

LONDON, England (AP) — Batman star Christian Bale was arrested
Tuesday over allegations of assaulting his mother and sister,
police and British media said.

“Dark Knight” star Christian Bale pictured in London Sunday
ahead of the movie’s European premiere

The 34-year-old actor spent four hours at a London police
station before being released on bail.

British media had reported that Bale’s mother and sister
complained he had assaulted them at the Dorchester Hotel in
London on Sunday night, a day before the European premiere of
his latest film, “The Dark Knight.”

The Sun newspaper said police did not question the actor
Monday because they did not want to interfere with the
premiere of the movie.
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Asked Tuesday whether Bale had been arrested, a London police
spokesman did not refer to him by name but said: “A 34-year-
old man attended a central London police station this morning
by appointment and was arrested in connection with an
allegation of assault.”

The spokesman spoke on condition of anonymity because force
policy did not authorize him to be identified. British police
do not name suspects before they are formally charged.

The force later said in a statement that the man had been
released on bail pending further inquiries and told to return
on an unspecified date in September.

U.S.-based representatives for Bale didn’'t immediately return
messages seeking comment. Repeated phone calls to Bale'’s
London representative went unanswered.

Wales-born Bale first made a splash as the child star of
Steven Spielberg’s “Empire of the Sun” in 1987. His screen
credits also include “American Psycho,” “The Machinist” and
“Batman Begins.”

In “The Dark Knight,” Bale reprises the role of wealthy
playboy Bruce Wayne and his crime-fighting alter-ego Batman, a
brooding vigilante superhero still scarred by the murder of
his parents.

The Warner Bros. film, which stars the late Heath Ledger as
Batman’s nemesis The Joker, took in a record $158.4 million at
the box office in its opening weekend in the U.S. last week.



The Dark Knight

We ventured out to see the midnight showing of The Dark Knight
last week, and I haven’t written about it until now because
I’ve been so busy, but I figured I better make some time for
it before I forget, so here it goes..

It all began when we found out our little local theater would
be showing it at midnight, and since we’re usually up with the
new baby at that time, we figured why not be 1in a movie
feeding the baby instead of at home? So we got together a
group who wanted to see it, and that’s when we found out the
movie was 2 hours and 40 minutes! Oops, the baby is never up
THAT long but too late to back out now! Besides, after all
the hype involved, I was actually looking forward to it.

Since almost a week has passed and I'm on little sleep, some
of my memory of the details have faded, so this will be a very
vague reveiw. I’d have to say the movie was exactly what I
was expecting. I was hoping it would be a little better,
especially after all the media hype, but it was exactly what I
thought it would be — and that’s not anywhere NEAR the 9.6
people gave it on imdb.com. Since I'm not a huge fan of
superhero / comic book movies (yet I keep going to see them;
not sure what’'s up with that), I really wasn’'t expecting this
to be one of my favorite movies ever. Heath Ledger did have
a VERY good performance as the Joker, but was it Oscar-
worthy? I personally don’t think so. I do think he will win
it though, but let’s just wait and see if he is nominated and
who he is up against. And it’s not like I ever agree with who
wins those things anyway; for me it’s just a good excuse to
throw a fun party []

But back to the movie.. there was a lot of violence. I can't
believe what they’'re allowed to call PG-13 these days.

Although I suppose it wasn’t really anything short of what
you'd see on tv, and there was actually little to no blood and
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gore, so maybe that explains it. The children I saw in the
theater were all asleep by the time the movie was over
anyway. And yes, I did think the movie went on too long — it
wasn’t a short 2 hours and 40 minutes, and it didn’t really
fly by. As my husband pointed out, way too much dialogue for
a superhero movie; friends agreed and added that the Batman
movies are like that. I’'ve only seen the Tim Burton Batman
from 1989, which I'm told is just a different take on the
whole thing and doesn’t really fit into the timeline anywhere,
and I've also seen Batman Forever, which I really enjoy. So
that brings me to my 2nd favorite villian next to the Joker -
Harvey “Two-Face” Dent. I just love what Tommy Lee Jones did
with the character in Batman Forever, and I was pleased when I
realized that Harvey Dent was going to turn into Two-Face in
The Dark Knight, but overall I was disappointed because Aaron
Eckhart’s Two-Face was pretty lame compared to Jones’. The
makeup was pretty good, although I actually enjoy the more
comic book look that they gave Tommy Lee Jones versus the
scary look they gave Eckhart for the newest film.

Christian Bale'’s Batman was alright, though I couldn’t stand
his gravelly Batman voice — it reminded me of the Friends
episode where Joey is selling cologne at a department store..
If you're a fan of the show and you know what episode I'm
talking about, find it and listen to his cologne adversary say
“Hombre?” — sounds just like Christian Bale’s Batman and every
time he spoke in the movie I was tempted to giggle as I
thought of that hillarious Friends episode. Maggie Gyllenhaal
was pretty good too; although in scenes with both her and
Heath Ledger’s Joker, it was weird for me to think that he
played her brother’s gay lover in Brokeback Mountain, but
that’'s Hollywood for you, it’'s cyclical.

And since we’re on the subject of Heath Ledger’s Joker, it was
very impressive. Not the kind of movie or role I'd pick for
being Oscar-worthy, but that’s my personal opinion and like I
said, we’'ll just see happens as Oscar time draws near. He was
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pretty scary, and I'd have to say Hollywood can mourn him as a
good actor because when I was in the hospital less than a week
ago, I watched 10 Things I Hate About You (the hospital’s
limited cable selections + baby up at night = what else do I
watch but this bad movie?). Ledger was in that movie, and he
couldn’t even shed his Australian accent back then! Seeing
where he was in that movie versus the Joker did give me
appreciation for his work (as the Joker, not in 10 Things..).

And another reason I was excited to see this movie was that I
had heard that 80% of it was shot in my former hometown (well,
sort of, I grew up in the suburbs), Chicago. It was neat to
see all the familiar landmarks, although they did try to
anonymize the city so it could be recognized as Gotham City
instead of Chicago. I was especially looking forward to the
special effects involved in the Gotham City Hospital scene
since I read an article about it ahead of time, but I have to
say I was a little disappointed in how it actually looked on
screen. I don’t want to spoil anything for anyone who hasn’t
seen this movie yet, but I will say that the vacant Brach’s
Candy Factory on Chicago’s west side doubled for the Gotham
City Hospital. And seeing the Joker in a nurse’s dress was
pretty funny in itself..

Overall, I had a lot of fun seeing this movie. I think much
of it had to do with the midnight showing and attending with a
large group of friends. The movie was exactly what I
expected, although I can say I was hoping for better.. but
again, I'm not a fan of comic books, and I've never read one
in my life.
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From Stage To Screen

Last night’s final dress rehearsal contained a small, intimate
audience including two of my best friends who really enjoyed
the performance (even if I am killed by a girl.. not my fault
that is how it is written). But I was really pleased with the
entire evening. The length of the performance actually was
about 10-15 minutes shorter than what we had been anticipating
most of the week. I even got a crash course in spotlight use
to substitute for the irreplaceable light woman who was still
ill.

Today, while sitting at my brother’s house waiting for a
package that was to be delivered, I found the 1994 movie
version of Little Women on television. Like most works that
have more than one form, there were some differences between
the stage and movie versions. I believe that both versions
contain at heart the same theme: Do not be afraid to be true
to yourself. Do not allow society to impact that which you
truly feel you are meant to do.

I also was able to dig deeper into some of the characters
while watching the movie. I often wondered why Grandfather
Lawrence (John Neville) was at first portrayed as a crotchety
old man and then have a change of heart by his interactions
with Beth. Like Captain Von Trapp in the Sound of Music, Mr.
Lawrence lost someone close to him which left an emptiness.
Hearing Beth (Claire Danes) play the piano filled that void,
lifted his spirits, and melted his heart.. AWWWWW.

Mr. Lawrence'’s grandson Laurie (Christian Bale) is also given
more depth in the movie. After his marriage proposal to Jo
(Winona Ryder) 1is rejected, Laurie runs off to Europe and
becomes a womanizing drunk until he encounters Amy (Kirsten
Dunst) painting at school. At first, I believe that Laurie was
in love with the idea of becoming a true member of the March
family. However, I do believe that through the courtship he
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did fall in love with Amy.

Nowhere is the central core of both pieces more substantial
than in Jo’s venture from Concord to New York where she meets
Professor Bhear (Gabriel Byrne). Although they are both
headstrong and stubborn, the professor encourages Jo to write
that which is pleasing to her and not to the publishers who
keep rejecting her stories. This path may not lead to a great
financial career but will in time please her on a personal
level.

Another important part of both versions are the wild,
imaginative plays the girls perform. In a scene from the
movie, Meg attends a party given in honor of Annie Moffett's
coming of age. Annie decides to turn Meg into something she is
not and Meg foolishly agrees to “play” along by wearing a
corset showing off her figure, and experimenting with drinking
(Trini Alvarado). Laurie catches her and she immediately hides
in a corner, full of shame.

So while both versions are basically true to each other, there
are moments in each which enhance both.
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