Preschool or Politics? Bonus
Episode

November Election Day 2010 — it’s come and gone; everyone 1s
ecstatic to be freed from being forced to absorb those
scathing campaign ads. In the wake of Election Day, one
Chicago ‘burb emerged with a history-making result. Buffalo
Grove, Illinois citizens voted upon and passed a successful
recall vote of a village trustee for the first time ever. You
might have read my previous post about Lisa Stone, the
tenacious (polite word) village trustee who helped make
Buffalo Grove village council meetings look like too-good-to-
be-real-for-reality-tv. She would do things like nit-pick,
interrupt, refuse to take order; many times single-handedly
being responsible for meetings lasting into the following
morning! Lisa Stone and the Village President Elliott
Hartstein would butt heads at every meeting until he was so
frustrated he looked ready to burst. Well, the votes were
counted, and Ms. Stone has to leave office. And if you think
that Village President Hartstein was happy about this, check
out this little video of him impersonating (complete with wig)
the thorn, uh, Stone in his side:
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Yes, it was a horrible political decision, and a public
apology was issued promptly. A guy’s gotta vent, but he
should have known better. Just when we thought the reality
show was canceled, a bonus episode appears. For the whole

story, click here.

***Tt’'s come to my attention that the video is no longer
available — bummmer!! It was too funny! Well, there’s
nothing I can do about that, so here’s the next best thing:
pictures.

Ms. Lisa Stone herself:

And Village President Elliott Hartstein

dressed as Lisa Stone:
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OOPSIE - UPDATE

Here is an update on a story I posted last week about a man
who was pulled over and subsequently backed his car up onto
the police car. Seems the officers did manage to find
something to charge him with besides the original speeding
ticket:

Police Charge Niles Man They Say Backed Onto Squad Car

A Niles man who reversed his car so that it ran on top of a
Buffalo Grove police car Friday has been charged with reckless
driving.

Henry Raskin, 70, had been pulled over by a police officer
around 11:30 a.m. Friday for speeding. He had been driving 58
mph in a 35 mph zone on Dundee Road, police said.

After the officer wrote Raskin a ticket, he hit the gas while
he was in reverse and ended up with his vehicle on top of the
squad car, police said.

Sgt. Scott Kristiansen said Tuesday that police determined the
incident wasn’t purely an accident after watching the squad
car video and talking to Raskin.

“It appears to be a little bit more than a mistake,” he said.
“We think it meets the criteria for reckless driving.”
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Kristiansen said that most drivers if they found they had
accidentally reversed in this situation, would have hit the
brakes before driving over a police car.

Raskin posted 10 percent of his $2,000 bond Friday and was
released. He has a June court date in Rolling Meadows.

OOPSIE!

What NOT to do after getting pulled over:

Cops: Niles Man Backs Over Squad
Car After Getting Ticketed

Illinois: Police puzzled over driver who drove up and over a
squad car.

A man who had been pulled over and ticketed by police ran
backward up and onto a Buffalo Grove squad car Friday morning,
apparently in his haste to drive off.
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Henry Raskin, 70, of Niles had been pulled over by a Buffalo
Grove officer on the 400 block of Dundee Road around 11:30
a.m. Friday for driving 58 mph in a 35 mph zone, Sgt. Scott
Kristiansen said.

The officer wrote the ticket and returned to the car, and
Raskin got ready to drive away. Except he went flying
backward.

“(He) apparently was going to pull away at a high rate of
speed, but the only problem was that he was in reverse,”
Kristiansen said.

He said Raskin was not happy about getting a ticket. He said
police are reviewing the squad car videotape to see what
Raskin might also be charged with.

Raskin was taken to Northwest Community Hospital in Arlington
Heights as a precaution.

Kristiansen said police don’t believe Raskin has any medical
conditions that could have led to the crash. Raskin’s age also
didn’'t seem to play a factor, he said.

The officer, a 20-year veteran of the Buffalo Grove
department, was not injured, but his car will be out of
service for a while.

“He ended up with the left rear wheel of the car coming
through his windshield, about 6 inches from his face,”
Kristiansen said. “Luckily, he was not injured.”

The squad car suffered significant damage to the front end,
including the windshield and the hood.

Kristiansen said the police investigation so far shows the
officer initiated the traffic stop properly. He said officers
are trained to treat every stop as if it isn’t a routine
procedure so that they are aware when unexpected circumstances
like this one take place.



“The officer stopped the car properly and positioned himself
properly,” he said.
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