Bowling For Columbine

While I'm on the topic of date night (see my previous post)..

This week we did not feel like mini-golfing again on date
night, so we went bowling instead. I did so well, we got a
printout of the scores, much to my husband’s dismay — I've
already mentioned how he has bad luck at physics-dependent
sports like bowling and mini-golf. And I got tons of practice
at bowling as a kid — I was in a weekly bowling league for I
don’t know how many years. Later in high school, I took
bowling in gym class and joined intramural bowling after
school where I was crowned, “Female Bowler of the Year” for
the two years I was in it — not a difficult feat, seeing as
how there were under 10 girls involved, but still, if we had
had a competitive bowling team in high school, perhaps I would
have been a high school athlete, hehe!

I've spent about 23% of my adult years pregnant (!) and most
of the rest of those years raising small children who would
wreak havoc with a bowling ball, so needless to say, I have
not had a chance to hone the skill I developed as a
youngster. I do enjoy the occasional bowling game, though,
and rarely do I top my previous bowling average from back-in-
the-day: 132. Well, the other date night, not only did I top
my old average for the two games we played but I somehow tied
my all-time high score! Well, anyway, here are the scores,
and this reminds me to make joining a weekly league a priority
when the kids get a little bit older!
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And about the title I chose for my post.. I just finished
reading the book Columbine by Dave Cullen, and it was a
fascinatingly detailed account of the 1999 Colorado high
school massacre dissected from just about every angle. If you
like to read true crime or just want to know every detail
about the massacre (it holds a special fascination for me
since it was unfolding just as Hubby and I arrived at our
honeymoon destination after a 24-hour road trip back in ’99),
you should read this book. It’s both sad and informative, and
the author does mention that the Michael Moore movie, Bowling
for Columbine, has little to do with the circumstances
involving the high school massacre. But, Bowling for
Columbine is a catchy title nonetheless, which is why I
borrowed it, not because I'm a Michael Moore fan. Actually,
we saw a parody of his movies the other day, and I will be
sure to include the movie review in an upcoming post called
“It Was A Redbox Summer”. Stay Tuned!

Bowling Obsessed

For date night this week, our movie options were limited. We
are lucky enough to live nearby cheap movie theaters that
allow us to go to the movies weekly, so we see almost
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everything that comes out. Well, everything we have an
interest in seeing, anyway. There are movies such as Krank 2
that you couldn’t PAY me to see — I would rather just skip the
movie altogether — same with the upcoming Star Trek (no
offense to you Trekkies — just not my kind of movie!). So
this week we were left to choose between Obsessed, a stalker-
thriller with Beyonce Knowles and the new boss Charles (who
already left) from the Office or a movie called The Soloist,
which is about a Julliard-trained musician who ends up
homeless because his schitzophrenia stands in the way of his
success. The Soloist actually seemed to have some substance,
but it also seemed like the kind of movie that could wind up
being a tear-jerker or just plain boring. So we went with
Obsessed, despite its 4.0 rating on imdb.com (which had
slipped to a 3.8 as of today — ouch). Obsessed is a movie
about a successful business man who had a beautiful wife
(Beyonce) and child — essentially the perfect life — until an
obsessed temp gets in the picture. This woman is truly
psycho, and I really enjoyed watching how she made this poor
man’s life unravel. The movie wasn’t bad until a few clues
shed the light on the movie’s secret — Beyonce can’t act. Add
in bad character development and a weak script, and I can
definitely see where the 4.0, er, 3.8 came in. There was one
line near the end of the movie that was one of the stupidest
lines I've ever heard in any movie. I won’'t spoil it for you,
but let’s just say that my husband and I got dirty looks for
laughing out loud at its absurdity. On top of all of that,
the movie was completely predictable — it must have been based
upon (copied) every popular stalker movie ever made — The
Crush, The Temp, Hand That Rocks the Cradle.. Would I
recommend it? To the right person, maybe.. you have to like
thrillers; so much so that you’d want to see one that 1is
almost a thriller parody. You have to go to this one 1in a
cynical mood, looking for stuff to make fun of — and you
won’t be disappointed.

After the movie, we decided to mix it up a little and go



bowling — something we haven’t done in a LONG time (I blame
my 4 pregnancies — bowling is NOT a recommended sport for
expecting women, and I’'ve been pregnant for about one tenth of
my life!) So anyway, for my first game, I'm embarrassed to
say that I got a measly 99 — not very good for someone who
used to bowl in a weekly league for years. My second game was
back on par with a 137 — but I was still surprised at how
quickly I got the sore muscles of bowler’'s fatigue. I guess
picking up 10 lbs with three fingers uses muscles that haven’t
been thought about for years. While I'm happy to report that
I wasn’t sore at all the next day, I do have to say that my
first attempt at bowling as a 30-year-old wasn’t pretty. I
guess I have to practice, especially if I'm ever going to go
ahead and join that league I’'ve been talking about doing for
years. I just hope I don’t hurt myself too badly.

Out of respect for my wonderful hubby, I will not disclose his
bowling scores. Let’s just say that he didn’t stand a chance
against the former high school ‘Female Intramural Bowler of
the Year’. []

Crazy Busy

In the past few days, I’'ve been able to catch up a little, but
I haven’t written much before today and yesterday because we
have been too busy having fun!

It started last Friday when we took the kids out to the Fun
Spot in Angola Indiana. We had a great time, but I think I
learned a lesson about taking 3 kids out for a full day of fun
in the sun while I'm trying to nurse a full-term pregnancy.

It was over 802, and we ran out of water and I got sick. I
think what pushed me over the edge was trying to watch my 20-
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month-old as she sat at the edge of a pool while my other
children and husband went on the water slide. 1It’s hard to
explain to someone who doesn’t know, but being this hugely
pregnant is basically like being incapacitated — if my toddler
had fallen into the water, it would have taken me way too long
to get over to her. There was a lifequard present, but still
I was a nervous wreck and the stress of the situation was too
much, so I picked her up and took her away from the pool.
This of course made her cry, and so the exhaustion came from
trying to redirect her and do something else in the heat.. it
was all just too much for me when all I wanted was a seat in
the air conditioned arcade. And for his part, my husband only
got to go down the waterslide once which also made me feel
badly because he had so much fun, but I just couldn’t handle
our toddler any longer in the heat alone.

After the water slide fiasco, we made our way to the animal
area — they have a macaw parrot and a few baby deer and some
big cats. They are rescue cats; lions and tigers and a
cougar, and I'm not sure where they were rescued from. I was
a little disenchanted with how small the animals’ enclosures
were, but since they are large cats and spend roughly 20 hours
a day sleeping, I think it’'s a good thing that they’ve been
rescued at all and get food and shelter every day.

Then it was time for more rides, and this place 1is built for
kids my daughters’ ages! They have about 10 kiddie rides
which all 3 of them could ride, and my 8-year-old still really
enjoys these since she’s not ready for big rides yet. Her
little sister, on the other hand, cannot wait until she is a
little taller and gets to ride the 4 roller coasters the Fun
Spot also has. Then they have several middle-of-the-road
rides for everyone, like flying boats, a scrambler, a tilt-a-
whirl, and even more I'm not mentioning. Compared to the
carnival that just left our town, admission into the Fun Spot
is a steal — it was $4 for me, a non-rider who just wanted to
visit the zoo. Our little toddler cost only $4, and she was



able to ride about 10 rides. Our 4-year-old was $8, and my
husband and our oldest were $16 each. So for a grand total of
$48, it was a full day of family fun and much cheaper than the
traveling carnival or even the county fair, based on what you
get for your money. And I have to add that in June — too bad
it’'s over now — but in June they had a special promotion where
if you bring in a report card with A’s and B’s on it, the kid
that earned them gets in free! So subtract $16 from our $48,
and our day of fun was only $32 — we were really pleased. The
only problem with the place is that they are at the mercy of
the weather always, and with all the rain and storms we'’ve
been getting, our day of fun was no exception and was cut
short when a sudden storm moved in. But it was only an hour
and a half away from closing anyway. Also, we had been about
to leave as it was, and the staff handed out half-price
admission coupons, so we will definitely be back when I can
enjoy some of the rides myself after the baby is born. And I
will be able to give hubby another few rounds on the water
slide! We were so pleased with the place that we tried to go
back Sunday since we wanted to take advantage of the report
card promotion one more time before June was over, but alas,
the weather foiled our plans and we ended up at Crazy Pinz in
Fort Wayne, Indiana instead. Still a fun day, but no where
near the value of Fun Spot. Crazy Pinz 1is an 1indoor
entertainment place, and they have an arcade, mini-golf,
bowling, and a 3-story play area for the kids. We’ve been
there before and really liked it, but this time, everything
had changed and was MUCH more expensive. But, we had 4 little
kids (brought a friend along) who really thought we were doing
something really fun that day, so what could we do but spend
the day at Crazy Pinz regardless. I have to mention that
somehow, on the way to Fun Spot on Sunday, my husband and I
got to talking I guess and somehow missed the exit and
overshot the place by about 20 miles. (Sorry for not using
you, Mr. GPS, I thought I knew where we were going!) Then Fun
Spot was closed for rain, so we had to head down to Fort
Wayne, and overall we ended up spending an extra $20-30 on
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gas.. Kind of a big oopsie with gas prices being so high in
this day and age. It was a bad luck kind of day, but we did
end up salvaging it, and overall, it was an AWESOME weekend.

Saturday we went with friends to see the movie Wall-E and then
visited a friend who is recovering from heart surgery. He 1is
doing well thankfully, and we all enjoyed our visit together —
even the kids, who played with cats and bugs and other
creatures found around their house in the country. We ran up
to their church which was having an ice cream social and
enjoyed delicious food and homeade ice cream — a dream for a
pregnant lady — YUM! Wall-E was pretty good and as it turns
out, the Pixar people had a brainstorming meeting years ago,
and this is the last film to be made from ideas presented at
that meeting. Others are A Bug’s Life, Monster’s Inc., and
Finding Nemo, so needless to say, that brainstorming lunch
should go down in history! I have to say I was a little taken
aback by the lack of human dialogue in Wall-E. Even after
seeing the previews, I wasn’'t prepared for it. I think this
is what may have finished off my 4-year-old since she had to
leave the movie theater with dad before the movie was even
half over. She’s been able to make it through the last 5-10
movies we’ve been to in a theater, so that’s why I think it
was the lack of dialogue in this one that did her in. It was
a cute movie though, but not on par with Pixar’'s latest
features like Monsters Inc. or especially Finding Nemo, at
least in my opinion. Then again, it was SO different, mostly
because it was so futuristic that I suppose it’s hard to
compare to the others.

So yeah, fun extended weekend, even though piles of laundry
await my folding. If you'’re anywhere nearby, head out to
Angola, Indiana and visit the Fun Spot, it’s well worth it
especially if you have really little ones — it totally trumps
a place like Six Flags with their high admission prices and
long lines.
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Been a while

Well, it has been awhile since my last post, so I will have to
pick up the pace. I had some insane idea that I would be able
to post from my friend’'s house when I was in Ohio for the last
few days. Of course the opportunity to ask really never
presented itself. If I was making more money I could have had
a laptop with me, but as a poor substitute (no pun intended..)
I am still trying to afford a new desktop to replace my old
1.1GHz one that stopped working last year. Yes, I use
another’s computer to do my blogging and other stuff.

Well, Ohio was entertaining, at least when we could decide on
something to do. On Thursday I was able to get some use out
of my new phone with the camera feature. I have yet to see if
any of the pictures actually look any good full scale. Once I
transfer them to the computer I will show a couple of them.
Anyway, we were at the Toledo Zoo even though it was an
overcast, somewhat rainy day (especially in the late
afternoon- we got soaked!). We were one of maybe a dozen
families there enjoying the day. Many attractions were closed
but for some reason it still cost me the same $10 it would
cost to enter on a bustling summer day. Not all were closed,
so we still saw a large number of animals. Again, pictures
will follow. At night we watched some Office episodes and
split up to go to bed.

The following day was the day of indecision. We went to
Defiance (yes, as in The Prizewinner from..) for the day and
besides eating and playing some Highway 66 mini-bowling we did
some shopping of all things. The bowling was definitely
different than the full-scale version, but I was just as bad
at it. If nothing else, the shopping was good social time.

Speaking of social time, once we got back their friends
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started arriving shortly after (they were invited- they
weren’t those sort of friends..) and we played a couple of
games while the kids watched TV. Finally, after bearing our
souls in one of the social games I left for home (about an
hour and a half after I wanted to, yes the game was fun) and
didn’t get home until after 1AM.

At least the traffic was good, even through the city, until I
encountered a bottleneck where the expressway was bottled to
just one lane. I have no idea what was going on- there were
many trucks lined up on the other side of the highway but the
side I was on was recently finished road work and so looked
excellent. Were they doing a late night inspection to see if
the job was done right? Anyway, that only lasted for a couple
of miles so after that there were no problems. I quickly got
some things unpacked then I got ready for bed, so again, no
post.

Today I was busy for much of the day so I am only now finally
getting to the blog. Well, time to end this post so hopefully
you will get in some happy reading!



