
Lincoln Legends
Just in time for the Halloween season, as I mull over costume
choices for myself and my two youngest, haunted places have
come up in conversations recently.  These recent topics have
reminded me of a few such places in Lincoln Nebraska…

Back when we were a little family with only one toddler, we
lived in Lincoln for a year.  It was a great city – large yet
rurally isolated and without the sprawling suburbs we had
grown accustomed to after growing up in the Chicago area. 
After a few months in Lincoln, I was charmed by the city and
began reading up on local history, which is where I found out
about  the  interesting  stories  of  Charles  Starkweather  and
Robber’s Cave.

(Caril Fugate and Charles Starkweather
before the murder spree)

Charles  Starkweather  was  a  young,  lower-class,  James  Dean
wannabe who dated a younger girl named Caril Fugate in Lincoln
in the 1950’s.  There is some debate about Caril’s role in the
horrific events for which the pair is known, but Starkweather
was convicted of the murders of 11 people in Nebraska and
Wyoming  during  a  1958  eight-day-long  murder  spree.  
Starkweather was executed by the state in 1959 at the age of
20, while Caril served some time and is now presumably living
a quiet life.  I think it would be interesting to see an
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interview with the now 68-year-old Fugate, but like everyone
else involved in the horror, she deserves her privacy and
probably guards it.  So anyway, Starkweather is buried in a
large, beautiful cemetery nestled amongst rolling hills in the
heart of Lincoln called Wyuka Cemetery, and has the unusual
(however macabre) distinction of being buried in the same
cemetery as some of his victims.  Caril’s dilapidated house
(where the first murders, those of her family, took place) no
longer stands.  But Starkweather had a huge grudge against
upper class folks, and the beautiful house of the Ward family,
a wealthy couple who along with their maid fell victim to
Starkweather’s massacre, still stands.  Also interesting are
the many works of pop culture inspired by the rampage; movies
such as Natural Born Killers (though this one is very loosely
based), Badlands, and books: characters in both Stephen King’s
The  Stand  as  well  as  Outside  Valentine  are  based  upon
Starkweather, Caril and some of the victims.  Interestingly,
the  author  of  Outside  Valentine,  Liza  Ward,  is  the
granddaughter  of  the  wealthy  couple  that  were  victims  of
Starkweather in 1958.

So anyway, if you’re into that kind of thing, plenty to see in
Lincoln based upon the Starkweather case alone, but that was
actually  a  super-huge  tangent  that  took  me  away  from  the
original reason I wanted to write this post!  Guess I’ll save
Robber’s Cave for my next post…


