Vacation Diary — Chapter One

Because Disney World and the Orlando area in Florida are our
favorite places to vacation, we make it a point to go as often
as we possibly can. The last few trips we’ve made, I’ve been
careful to keep a trip diary — a notebook log of things we do
as well as hints that might help us make the next journey.
Each trip to FL sees me taking a notebook for our trip diary,
and I write about various things in it, depending how much
downtime I have to write while the kids are sleeping. Here 1is
an excerpt from the diary for this trip:

FRIDAY OCT 17, 2008 — Left town about 5:30pm. Unfortunately,
our local Burger King we decided to get for dinner took about
30 minutes! Kids were rambunctious, so we stopped at a
McDonald’s Playland in downstate Ohio, wondering how we were
ever going to make it the remaining 1,000 miles and back again
(at least I was!). The good news is, the Playland seemed to
tire out the kids and they fell asleep. They woke around
midnight, but a trip into the gas station seemed to comfort
Disney (almost 2 year old) and the kids slept until about 8 am
Sat morning.

SAT OCT 18, 2008 — We stopped at another McD’s Playland to
blow off some steam, but it was raining, so their outdoor
playplace was closed. The kids handled it well. This was
north of coastal Brunswick, GA, so we made pretty good time
the night before — thanks to sleepless driver Chris! Since
the weather was nice, when we saw a sign around Jacksonville,
FL that the beach was only 4 miles away, we decided to stop.
We had a great time, and the kids had lots of fun wading in
the ocean and collecting seashells. After that, it was on to
Orlando, and we stopped and picked up the key for our condo
rental when we got there. We then made it to the condo -
which was over 10 miles away, much to our surprise — where our
faithful driver promptly crashed leaving me to facilitate the
activities of 4 well-rested kids. But no problem, I was glad
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to do it. After all, I had been afforded a nice nap in the
car on the way down, a luxury my husband didn’'t get. Of
course, I'm a person who does best with 8-10 hours of sleep,
not that I ever get close to that, but still.. So I'm doing my
best to summon all the patience I have so I can watch the kids
who would not let me nap, and I ended up taking the younger
two to Walgreens with me to get some supplies. The place we
stayed in was very nice, but it didn’t come with anything — no
soap, shampoo, paper towels, beverages.. for a family of 6
staying for a week, these were necessities I would need at the
local Walgreens. I killed some time there, got lost on the
way back, and by the time I had unloaded kids and groceries,
my husband was rested and ready for some fun. We went to
Golden Corral for dinner.. delicious. Reminder for those of
you who live in urban areas — we’re not used to a variety when
it comes to eating out. So, when we eat out, even at major
chain restaurants, we appreciate them in a way we never did
when they were available constantly.

SUN OCT 19 — slept in, had lunch at Golden Corral. Read my
post about the previous night'’s activities if you don’t
understand why we had two meals in a row with Golden Corral.

I would say the lunch is even better then the dinner. So then
we went to Old Town, which is a row of shops fashioned like an
old fashioned Main Street — there’s even a general store where
they sell little glass bottles of Pepsi for 50¢. When we
first started going to Old Town 10 years ago, those little
bottles were a quarter, but I'm not complaining — there’s
something about the glass bottle that makes that Pepsi taste
extra good. Maybe it's the thirst quenching reflief it
provides after walking around in the Florida heat, or maybe
it’'s the always much needed caffeine boost — whatever the
reason, that little bottle always hits the spot. The Main St.
part of 0Old Town is about 4-5 blocks long, and at each end,
there are carnival rides. The roller coaster is jerky but
fun, and I went on the swinging boat ride which was scarier
than it looked! My fearless daughter, who always wants to try



the big rides but isn’t tall enough yet, was shaken enough on
the swinging boat ride that she cried. We sat on the end,
which I knew would be more thrilling than the middle, but I
didn’t realize how much more mild the middle would be until I
rode there with our friend Jamiahsh. We had lots of fun at
Old Town and kinda lost track of time. We wouldn’t have been
late for the dinner show Arabian Nights if we hadn’t left the
tickets back at the condo.. oops. We had to walk around in
the dark and missed the first few minutes of the show. At
least they let my husband in, who let us out at the door and
had to park the car. The worker in the parking lot told him
to give all the tickets to me, but when my husband tried to
get in, they gave him a hard time without a ticket! Thank
goodness he was able to get in and also find us in the dark.

Arabian Nights is a great show. Think Medieval Times (if
you’'ve been there) without the chivalrous games. Well, there
1s a chariot race, but there are more acrobatics and horse
dancing — the horses are gorgeous. My husband calls it
Medieval Times for girls, and all us girls in the family love
it. My husband was able to get a good deal on tickets online,
so the show cost less than a regular dinner! And their food
is really good. It’'s served with all-you-can-drink pop, which
backfired a little bit because in the dark with the show going
on, it was difficult to notice that our 2-year-old Disney was
drinking A LOT of pop. So next thing I know, she’s walking
around, and she starts going up the stairs and tells me she’ll
be right back. I said, no, Disney let’'s stay in our seats,
and then she YELLED at me — “I’'LL BE RIGHT BACK!”. It wasn’t
a really angry outburst, but if you know sweet little Disney,
it was so out of character for her that it was hilarious. She
was all hepped up on sugar and pop. So there’s our first 2
days in Florida. We started Monday off with a time share
presentation — ugh — so I’'ll take that as my cue to stop
posting for now. This post is long enough, wouldn’t you say?
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I'll Be Right Back

My first night in Orlando was spent at a dinner theatre
entitled Arabian Nights. The theatrical portion was a
charming story featuring a female genie in training.
However, the story took second place to the real stars of the
show: a group of beautiful horses and their acrobatic riders.
There was daring stunts, magical scenes, a chariot race, and
(my favorite part) the antics of the clownish rider.
Amazingly enough, the riders were varied in terms of
experience although they all seemed to have been riding since
birth.

The activity was not limited to the stage. The two year old
member of our group decided that she was going to venture out
on her own. “I’'ll be right back,” she said. Fortunately, her
escape was thwarted and all was well with our band.

Following the show, I got my first glimpse of the
accomodations I would be using AFTER we made a slight detour
back to 0ld Town. At the condo, we decided to place an order
that would become a staple the next two nights: pizza
(specifically, Domino’s.. if you want to call it pizza). So,
if you are planning a trip to Orlando and want to break away
from the parks for a few hours, plan a trip to Arabian Nights,
especially if your family includes small children.
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Walking With Dinosaurs

In case you haven’t heard of it, Walking With Dinosaurs is a
traveling show that is based on the BBC documentary of the
same name. It is in Fort Wayne, Indiana this week, which
isn’t too far from us. They’ve been advertising it heavily,
and I’'ve been meaning to check out ticket info, but I kept
forgetting. Thanks to our local paper who ran a story about
it the other day, I was reminded about it just in time! Seems
the tickets are QUITE costly! However, my computer-savvy
husband went online and found a discount that saved us SO much
money on tickets, but only if we went opening night.. So, we
dragged all the kids to Fort Wayne to see some dinosaurs on a
school night. Let me say, it was S000 worth it!

It’s been a really long time since I was really excited about
something that actually ended up measuring up to my
expectations. I was really excited about this show; I thought
it would be a good show, but I will say that it EXCEEDED my
expectations! Not only was it visually stunning, It was a
perfect show for the whole family. There were lifelike
dinosaurs engaging in battles, flying, and scavenging.. what’s
not to like?!? We have kids of all ages and bravery levels,
and they were all entertained. Our 8-year-old and our 4-year-
old did get a little nervous in the beginning, but their fear
quickly turned to excitement and awe once the dinosaurs
started appearing. Our 19-month-old LOVED everything about
the show. She is getting to the age where it’s hard for her
to sit still, especially now that she can walk, but she
watched every moment of this show, and clapped and laughed so
hard that I was even distracted from the dinosaurs at times by
my daughter’s cuteness. I wasn’t distracted too much though,
cuz the dinosaurs were totally AWESOME! They were life-size
and SO realistic looking, it was amazing. Our seats were
great too — best in the house, front row center. These
dinosaurs were even better looking than the ones in the movie
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Jurassic Park! Walking With Dinosaurs operates on a $20
million dollar budget, and it shows!

I would venture to say that this is probably the best
professional live show I have ever seen, and that includes
musicals from Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat,
The Phantom of the Opera, Camelot, and Les Miserables to other
shows like Monsters Inc. on Ice, Dragon Tales Live, and dinner
shows like Medieval Times, Arabian Nights, and Pirates Dinner
Adventure in Orlando, Florida. This was fun for the whole
family; probably even most fun for my husband and I! If the
tickets weren’t so pricey, I would definitely go back and see
the show again — even with the $20-30 it cost in gas money
alone. My 4-year-old suffered from what I call “fundown”
after the show — a feeling of disappointment when an event is
over that is so intense for kids, they usually cry or throw
tantrums. But I can’t say I blame her. When I realized the
show was ending, I had my own “fundown” when I realized there
weren’t going to be any more dinosaurs!

Totally awesome show — wait, that’s not even the right word.
It was more of an experience than a show. Even better than
the dinosaur-themed rides at Disney World and Universal
Studios. As we were leaving the coliseum, the rest of the
audience seemed very pleased as well. Everyone was smiling
and jabbering about the dinosaurs a mile a minute. They also
had one actor — who was upstaged by the dinosaurs, of course!
— and some other props and effects in the show that made it
totally awesome. Also pretty impressive were the rows upon
rows of trailers parked outside that carry the dinosaurs from
venue to venue. I knew it would take a few semis to cart
around all those dinosaurs, but there were probably at least
25 semis parked out there! It is understandable that all
these lifesize dinosaurs would create such an entourage, since
the Brachiosaurus alone was 36 feet tall and 56 feet from nose
to tail.

If this live shew experience is going to be anywhere near your
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hometown, I highly recommend that you do your best to get
tickets. It is a perfect show for the young and old, dinosaur
fans, skeptics, or even those who are indifferent to the
world’s history; I don’t see how anyone could NOT enjoy
Walking With Dinosaurs!



