VIP Squared

Every year, my husband and I are very lucky to get a week-long
break from being busy parents of 4 kids when Grandma takes the
kids to her house for a week. For the past two years during
this vacation, we traveled downstate to King’'s Island, an
amusement park near Cincinnati. King’'s Island offers a VIP
Tour, which means that for 9 hours, you get your own personal
park employee to lead you around the park and to the front of
all the park rides of your choosing, even holding your stuff
if you really want him to! 1In case you’'re interested, a VIP
Tour at King’s Island also includes an all-you-can-eat lunch
buffet, unlimited fountain drinks all day, a ride photo, an
ice cream cone, a behind-the-scenes tour of The Beast, and $25
in park souvenir money — which can be spent on carnival style
games, buying more food (if you need it after the buffet!), or
in the park’s gift shops. While it may seem expensive up
front, if you do the math, the VIP Tour ends up being a great
deal all things considered, and we highly recommend it;
especially if you’'re a coaster enthusiast!

Being able to walk to the front of any ride line of one’s
choosing is really cool — it’s hard to imagine, until you
ride coaster after coaster without pause!

We began our day on The Beast (only because the Diamondback
was not functioning, but luckily our fears of it being broken
for the entire day were dispelled and they were able to fix it
before long). The Beast is an almost 5-minute long journey
into the desolate forests of southern Ohio on a wooden roller
coaster! As we learned from our behind the scenes tour
(included with the VIP Tour as I said), prior to its unveiling
in 1979, The Beast was built on-site and follows closely the
terrain upon which it is built. It was not pre-ordered and
shipped to the park in segments like many modern roller
coasters.
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The Beast follows
its native land's
terrain and
disappears into a
tunnel at the
bottom of its
first drop

After riding The Beast twice in a row (almost 10 minutes worth
of roller coasters right there!!), we moved on to the Vortex,
an old-school steel roller coaster with more than a few high
speed inversions. I had printed out my blog post I had
written about the VIP Tour a year before, and it served as a
helpful guide for this year. And I have to say, everything
was much more enjoyable this year — last year I had written in
my blog that I didn’t like the Vortex much and that the
Backlot Stunt Coaster was lame, but this year both rides were
much more fun than I had remembered — perhaps because I knew
what to expect from the park, and so the element of surprise
was minimized. I'm a person who likes to know what to expect
rather than to be completely taken by surprise — I have 4
little kids, so I have enough surprises throughout my average
day, thank you []

But whatever the case, whichever the reason, this year’s VIP
Tour was even more fun than last year’s! All of the rides we
rode were better than I had remembered they were, and the
Whitewater Canyon water ride was even more fun when riding
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with friends! Of course, I think it helped that this year’s
temperature was almost 902 instead of the unseasonal 702 we
had during last year’s tour — getting soaked last year left us
near frozen! And I learned a little bit from last year’s tour
— no blisters from walking around in wet shoes for me! I
brought a little bag and put a change of shoes in it. As much
as it may have annoyed my co-VIPs (but then again, I was the
only gal in a group of men), I changed into my flip-flops
every time we got on a water ride. Not only did I save my
feet from blistering, but I got to order our guide to carry my
shoes around the park! Ok, so I actually felt pretty badly
making the poor guy carry my shoes around, but it was kind of
like being a queen for a day, and — <carrying our stuff was
his job after all..

The Diamondback
Roller Coaster

Being led around the park by a guide all day, slipping in
front of the ‘regular guests’ to get to the front of the lines
(and picking whatever spot you choose on all the rides! Note
to self for next year: front car on The Beast rocks, back row
on the Diamondback is sweet, and the back is ideal and
technically the front for Firehawk..) gave us plenty of time
for ‘extras’ in the park: things we don’t normally do in theme
parks, usually for lack of time like souvenir shopping,
playing games and seeing shows. The show we chose to see this
year — and it’s strange, I know, that I keep promising myself
a theater break but still I continue to find myself in a
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theater audience - was called ‘Too Much TV’, and it was
actually pretty fun! It began with a ‘host’ who went around
the audience asking for them to ‘name that tune’ as different
tv show theme songs were played. I thought I would be good at
this kind of thing, but apparently my brain had been scrambled
upon one (ok, a dozen) too many roller coasters earlier in the
day because I couldn’t get any of the answers correct. But
it's ok, I didn’t raise my hand too high- unlike a fellow VIP
who was called upon, but he answered correctly and won himself
a Too Much TV button — way to go! Despite a fleeting regret
in the beginning of the show (am I really watching yet another
stage show?!?), I did enjoy myself. I recognized 100% of the
show titles and about 80% of the lyrics since I used to be a
huge tv fan and had watched many of the shows when I was a kid
(many in reruns; I'm not THAT old!) The show included 6
dancer-singers, and it began with TV shows from the 50's -
60’'s (a few of these I watched like Patty Duke and Mary Tyler
Moore — um, in reruns of course [J] while the rest I just knew
the themes since they were very famous like the Andy Griffith
Show) and continued to shows from the 70s (3’'s Company, Brady
Bunch, Partridge Family, etc), 80’'s-90's (Full House, Perfect
Strangers, Growing Pains, Friends, etc). LOTS of fun,
especially for a former TV junkie like myself. The singers /
dancers were pretty good, and I have to say that one of the
highlights of the show was that during the Brady Bunch theme,
they showed clips from the episode where the Brady'’'s actually
visit King'’s Island!! I had totally forgotten that episode (I
used to be a huge Brady Bunch fan; I watched it every day in
syndication after school, and I had the book / episode guide
written by Mr. Greg Brady (Barry Williams) himself — I used to
check off the episodes I had seen — ahem, NERD!!), but anyway,
I will have to dig it up on youtube.com or somewhere and watch
it again now!!

Miraculously, the rain held off until minutes after our guide
was dismissed for the day — we had been watching the storms
move in all day the day before our tour, hoping it wouldn’t



affect our trip. We had promised our guide an email depicting
our thoughts on what riding The Beast was like in the dark,
but as I said, it began to rain, and we were forced to take a
break. That’s when we realized just how tired we really were
— too tired to wait for the rain to stop and the rides to re-
open, so we’'ll have to experience The Beast at night next
year. And I could not be looking forward to it more!!

On the way home, we found a White Castle (don’t have them way
up here in the bufu northwestern corner of Ohio), or at least
that’s what the sign said. But the White Castle location was
connected to a gas station, and the sliders did not taste
quite the same.. I thought they were just old until I brought
some home and re-heated them, and they STILL were a bit off..
hmmm... Normally these things reheat really well, and I'm
sorry to tell the White Castle newbie in our group that he
still hasn’'t really tried an authentic slider. They hit the
spot at the time and had we taken the time to stop anywhere
else, we would have gotten home even later than the 1 am-ish
that we did and would have been even more exhausted. My
bodily soreness from being beat up by various coasters all day
was less than last year, but it also lasted a day or two
longer than I remember. Oh well, more to tweak for next
year! Maybe I will bring TWO pairs of shoes for Mr. Guide to
carry around for me, haha!

And one final note.. We have a running joke with a member of
our group — we went to Disney World with him almost two years
ago, and it seemed that every ride which he rode stalled;
including rides that didn’t usually stall. At King'’s Island,
only one ride stalled while we were on it, but we got stuck in
what I am sure is the most precarious position in which a
person can get stuck at that park — flat on our backs, under
the great blue sky on the Firehawk. Here is a picture of how
we were stuck; note that these people are in the station,
which would have been better since there were people around to
help. We were stuck flat on our backs outside of the station



for about 10-15 minutes, and I couldn’t help but notice how
sympathetic the ride operator seemed during her announcements
directing us to stay calnm.

Also noticeable were the extremely red faces and disoriented
nature of our fellow riders who were finally returned to an
upright position and allowed to leave the ride with us. For
the record, our park guide happened to be on the Firehawk with
us (on the VIP Tour, you can also make your guide go on
rides!) and said that he had never seen it stuck like that
before. So yeah, while we were only stuck on a ride once
during our day, what a place to be stuck!!!

And surely I don’'t want to leave you with a bad impression of
the Firehawk, nor of King’s Island, so here are some fun
youtube videos from other riders:

Firehawk (you lie on your back and then are flipped after the
lift onto your stomach. Like Superman, you fly thru a series
of loops, inversions, and open track):
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Next, not one of my favorite rides at King’s Island, though
still fun, the joy in Invertigo is watching the person’s face
who is sitting across from you. Ride with a friend sitting
across from you, and experience the g-forces backwards first.
Then watch your friend’s face as they experience the same
thing backwards you just did — It’'s priceless!!



And now for my favorites, The Beast (start watching at a
minute and ten seconds into the video for the real action):



And the Diamondback:



All this watching the POV cams on the coasters makes me want
to do it all over again.. But unfortunately I have to wait..
So until next year..

Even More Of A Great Thing?

Fans of the popular NBC comedy The Office will have even more
to love in 2009. The network has just greenlit a spinoff
series which will have its debut in February in the highly
coveted post Super Bowl XLIII timeslot (sounds like another
party to me). Little has been revealed about the series, but
one possible plot seems to be giving Dwight his own series to
head. Hey, it worked for Frasier.

Spinoff series are either hit or miss. The earliest example I
can think of would be The Danny Thomas Show giving birth to
The Andy Griffith Show. Happy Days (which was a spinoff of
Love, American Style) begat Laverne & Shirley, and Mork and
Mindy. Today, it seems nearly impossible to find a show whose
title does not include Law & Order or CSI. So, there are times
when spinoff series are a good thing.

However, there have been failures to the genre. Although Happy
Days did give way to two very popular shows, there was also
the dreadful attempt to give Joanie and Chachi their own
timeslot. While Cheers gave Kelsey Grammer’s character Frasier
Crane his own series, there was also the show known as The
Tortellis.

So whatever path the new series based upon the successful show
takes, here’s hoping that it is another Frasier and not Joanie
Loves Chachi.

Anyone have a favorite spinoff series?
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Defunct TV

I received another email forward that is worth mentioning
today. It was a list of people’s first names followed by a tv
show. The idea is that you are supposed to add your name to
the list along with a tv show you used to watch that’s not on
tv anymore. I was a huge fan of tv as a kid, and I watched it
a lot, so it was fun to sit and think about shows that I
enjoyed that aren’t on tv anymore. Since you were only
supposed to add one show after your name on the email forward,
I'm going to share the other shows I was going to put in it,
along with imdb links so you can learn about them if you wish:

Dolphin Cove — This is the show I included with my name in the
forward. It was originally an Australian show, but they tried
it in the US, and it only aired for one season, if that. I
think there were 8 episodes. It was about an American widower
who moves to Australia with his 2 children to work with
dolphins. His daughter is mute because she is in shock after
witnessing the accident that took her mother’'s 1life.

She develops special communication skills with the
dolphins. Since I was only 10 when the show aired, I don’t
remember much, I just know that I really liked it and that I
was extremely disappointed when it didn’t come back on tv.

Since it was cancelled abruptly, there were some open-ended
plot lines, and I waited for months hoping the show would be
back. Of course it was not. If anyone knows how to get
it tape or the internet or anything, let me know, I’'d love to
see it again! Oh, and something interesting I learned from
imdb — apparently the show was written by Peter Benchley, the
author who wrote Jaws. I read a book by him once called The
Beast, and it was pretty scary. Not that Dolphin Cove was
scary or anything like that, it’s just a note. I’'m not sure
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if he wrote the concept for the show or all the episodes or
both, but it doesn’t really matter much now anyway.

The Charmings — I was 9 years old when this show was on and I
thought it looked stupid then, if that tells you anything.
Still, as a pre-tween girl, the intrigue of a sitcom based on
a fairy tale was irresistable, so I gave it a try, and I still
found it dumb. The tagline says it all: “Snow White and
Prince Charming fell asleep in the Enchanted Forest.. they woke
up in Burbank!” Unbelievably, this show actually WON a
primetime Emmy and was nominated for 3 others. True, it won
the Emmy for Outstanding Lighting Direction (Electronic) for a
Comedy Series, (does that one even still exist?) but still.. I
guess that magic mirror was truly something to behold. The
writing and acting apparently were not however, since the show
only lasted for 2 seasons, and they switched Snow Whites after
only 6 episodes.

The Carol Burnett Show — I'm not talking about the well-known
show that ran from 1967-1978 since I wasn’t around for that;
I'm talking about the hour-long show that aired in the early
'90’'s. Each show featured a series of sketches with an
awesome cast of supporting actors, and this is where I was
introduced to an actor named Richard Kind, who went on to do
shows such as Mad About You and Spin City. I loved every skit
he was in on The Carol Burnett Show of the '90’'s — they were
my favorites. I don’t know how long the show lasted because I
was very young at this time and there is not much info on it
at imdb.com, but I know that it should have lasted longer
because it was true family entertainment — very funny for all
ages.

Silver Spoons — Hardly anyone in my generation has forgotten
this show. Airing for 5 seasons, it made a star of a young
Rick Schroder (then he was known as Ricky Schroder, a heart-
throb for teen girls everywhere!) as a spoiled rich kid who
lived in a mansion but faced many of the problems normal
teenagers face. His father (played by Joel Higgins, whatever
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happened to him?) was a toy inventor, so needless to say,
their house and the gadgets inside were pretty cool and fun to
watch. It’s hard to believe this show only lasted for 5
seasons, but then again, it was rerun on so many networks 1in
syndication, and that’'s where I saw the majority of the
episodes I watched. I still remember the theme song, and no,
I didn’t have to look it up first, which I guess is a little
sad, but anyway: “Here we are, face to face, a couple of
Silver Spoons. Hopin to find, we’re two of a kind, making a
go, making it grow, together..” I could go on, but you get the
idea.

As an avid tv watcher, of course I watched many more shows
than the ones I've listed here. These are just the ones
that came to my mind today which I thought would make
interesting conversation. And, for extra fun, here is a copy
of the forward:

How many shows can we come up with that we USED to watch that
are no

> longer on TV? Add one and keep going.

> This should be fun and jog our memories. No repeats on the
shows please.

> Send to all your friends and back to me.

>L 1S Quunrerrsernersssseessssersans « .Dolphin Cove

L)1) YZ— .Lois and Clark: The New Adventures of Superman
Barbeense « .Little House on the Prairie

DIV} ffof o F— Dragnet

MarilyNu . .Friday night fights!!

DJV] o of o — Dynasty

(OF] g0 ) A .Streets of Sanfrancisco

Chery L. . .St. Elsewhere

Y- T Here Comes the Brides

V V.V VvV VvV VvV V V V V VvV V
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[ 10 ¢ I H— Peyton Place

o) oY — . Topper

Madeline..mm . .Friday Nite Videos

Shella China Beach

LA7TAYA &= F— .I Remember Mama

SY=] [0 | V/— Dallas

Melanie. .The Adventures Of Brisco County

ElleNunnn. . Sports Night

KarenN. Hawaii 5-0

(o8 | — .Lucy’s Toy Shop

Ka rma..n « .Happy Days

Shar il That Girl

2 O O .Checkmate

U LU o )Y/ — .Amos ‘N Andy

[SL=To [R—— .Mickey Mouse Club

Ron Lucky Strike Hit Parade
Paula..ensen: My Three Sons
CindYummm: - .Mary Heart Line

=] ol o .I Love Lucy



>

> Glendaumm .Phil Donahue Show

>

> MARLENE.....c... . .MY LITTLE MARGIE

>

>0 .6 JORR—— .Saturday Night Hit Parade
>

> V1o [TR— .The Naked City

>

> Jeanieummmmn . .Danny Thomas Show

>

> PaMueesssnens « .Bozo The Clown

>

> (G| | E— Andy Griffith Show

>

> O 15 X = — .30 something

>

> KaY.emmmewwS@turday Night FRIGHTS (good ol scary movie
night)

>

> Kayeummmsssesss « .Dick Van Dyke

>

> Karen Rust ... .Father Knows Best (way back)
>

> 6} S ) F— .Mama’s Family

>

> JanNNa.m The Love Boat

>

> D= o FR— Night Court

>

> MaureenN.mm .0Once and Again

>

> Michele .. Bosom Buddies

>

> Jenniferammm.. .The Lawrence Welk Show
>

> MarilyNuo . .Dr. Kildare



>

> DianeC.e .Have Gun Will Travel
>
> o 1NV N O S T— Bonanza

>Sharon..mm. - .Winky Dink



