Am I A Denzel Fan?

I've heard a lot of people say they are Denzel Washington
fans, and I didn’t really get it. But then I watched Inside
Man, and I enjoyed it. I then saw Book of Eli in the
theaters, which I really liked a lot, and it’s become one of
my husband’s favorite movies of all time.

Last night we watched the 1998 movie Fallen, also starring
Denzel, and it was one of the best crime-thrillers I've seen
in a long time. As usual with these types of movies, I
hesitate saying too much because I don’t want to ruin anything
for anyone. Let’s just say that I highly recommend Fallen;
especially if you like the genre; especially if you like
Denzel. Always intriguing; at times it was genuinely creepy,
though never gory, and most importantly, it did not leave the
audience distracted with guessing possible twists — just a
good crime drama which left one waiting to see what unfolds
next. John Goodman, James Gandolfini, and Donald Sutherland
all provide excellent performances rounding out the acting
roster. At one point, there was an expression on Denzel
Washington’'s face that was utterly perfect for the
circumstance at hand, and that's when I realized that I was
starting to become a fan of his acting. If you would have
asked me before today who my favorite movie actor is, I would
have said Tom Hanks. I loved Forrest Gump, Splash, League of
Their Own and Toy Story, and I thoroughly enjoyed a host of
other Hanks films: The Terminal, Castaway, and Big just to
name a few. Hanks’ diversity, comedic abilities, and every-
man qualities make him fun to watch. So after thinking about
all these great movies again, I guess I would still maintain
Tom Hanks as my favorite movie actor, but because I judge
movies more from a whole-picture perspective, Denzel’'s films
are starting to catch my eye — he knows how to pick ’'em!

I've seen Bone Collector (push-knob car locks have never been
the same), but it’'s been a long time, and I don’t remember
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much about the movie except that I liked it (and those darn
push-knob car locks). So now, being a Denzel Washington fan,
I will have to watch Bone Collector again.

So the point of this post is? See Fallen — it’s good. And we
have SO broken the stinker movie trend around here.
Hallelujah!! And thank you Denzel!

Long, long day

Double tech.. Dreaded words for most community theater actors
in this area. The day to get the whole show down to an
audience ready production. Lights, props, backstage crew,
sound and of course the actors. Two complete runs of the show.
The first usually is all tech driven. Make sure the props are
on stage, make sure the lighting is what is desired, make sure
scene changes go well. In some shows food is cooked and
served. In others some sort of beverage made. This day is hard
all involved.

In our little theater, we used to have an even worse day. We
used to do two shows on one of the Sunday. When I first
started we had two Sunday shows on the last Sunday, and then
we tore down the set after that last show. It was not a fun
day, very tiring and very long. That day has now been replaced
by double tech. Very long, and very tiring.

The good news is that it looks like we have a show. Three more
chances to polish it up. Polish the lighting, polish the scene
changes, polish the makeup and of course polish up the line
and acting.

All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players:
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My life as a play

After watching “Little Women” from the light booth for a about
a week now, I was wondering what kind of play my life would
make. I know right now, if the author of the play knew me at
all, it would not be a musical. Then again, some twisted mind
would do that, just to get a reaction from me, or think of me
rolling in my grave.

Anyway, would my life make an worthwhile play.. That may take
some thought. First off a good play needs many different
features. A good plot is almost essential (there are a few
exceptions to this). Engaging characters are required (my life
has that). Some humor, maybe a bit of tragedy helps round
everything out.

In my life, you can usually skip everything that happens at my
place of employment. Yes, the characters there would be
wonderful, but the plot, or day to day happenings are not
going to engage an audience. Who in there right mind would
want to watch people sit a computers all day. While I’'ve
worked in a number of offices, they are not like the sit-coms.
To watch would be boring.

Now, on to the rest of my life. For most of it I am a father
of 4 daughters. I'm thinking the play could be written around
the marriages of each. While only two are married, I think if
the weddings progress in any way, there may be a story to
tell.

So for this I’'ve developed a cast of characters..

Father
Daughter 1
Daughter 2
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Daughter 3

Daughter 4

Son-in-Law

Son-in-Law

Son-in-Law

Son-in-Law

GrandMother
GrandFather
Various other family members needed to round out the story
(I'LlL let the writer worry about this, and any directors worry
about the huge cast size [J ).
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Act 1 — Wedding 1

Widowed father joins rest of males of the wedding party in
wearing a Kilt. Is the groom late? Will the bride ever calm
down? Will the music play? Will the wind blow and we find
exactly what is worn under Kilts? It was an interesting day.

Act 2 — Wedding 2

Widowed father drives across many states to get to second
daughter’s Florida Wedding, in AUGUST!!! It is hot, and muggy,
and the wedding is outside. Will the alligator in the pond
climb up on the dock! There is no electricity by the dock for
the wedding. The batteries in the boombox are dead. Play the
music from a Car? Who will pass out? Who will get a sunburn?
Who gets bitten by the gator?

Act 3 — Wedding 3
Not sure on this it hasn’t happened yet. Star Wars theme and
the Wookie Best man trips on his own fur? Lord of Rings theme
and the Orcs attack during service. Take your pick, or it may
be something else.

Act 4 — Wedding 4

Let’s leave this one in the future. Dream like. It hasn’t
happened either, but as the father, I can’t think of my baby
girl getting married just yet...



And then again maybe the play of my life would not be these
weddings/future weddings.

Maybe a play about my married life? The fun and warmth of the
early years. Kids growing up, the bond between two people
growing stronger. Tragic death, grief, and finally growth
continuation of life.

May be too much of a downer for some..

And lastly, my life as a member of a community theater. The
follies of live performance. Things not working in the 1light
booth, problems of set building. This may not have a wide
audience, but any person who ever acted in, directed, helped
put on a community theater play may get a kick out of it.

Well, it was fun thinking of this anyway. There may not be a
play ever written about my life, but I know that everyone’s
life is a stage. We perform live everyday. We are the actors,
and the audience.

Give it your best, people are watching..

Lights, Let there be lights

I'm running the light board for our community theater’s up
coming performance. It has been a challenge to get the stage
lit just right. First when we were setting it up 2 spots were
burned out, and we didn’t have any replacement bulbs. Now
these aren’t bulbs you can go down to your local hardware
store and pick up, no they have to be ordered. I'm not even
sure where to order one of them. I've never seen its kind
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before.

Anyway, we are getting it together, but there is still a spot
on stage that I can only call cold. It just seems a little
darker than the rest of the stage. I'm trying to figure out if
a bit of color in that area would help, but I'm not sure at
this point. I guess I’'ll have to go back early tomorrow and
check again. Oh well.

The show went much better tonight. Pace was very good, and the
lines were almost there. The songs, well they sounded good to
me. I'm no singer, and I'm no judge of singing. I can’t tell a
flat from a sharp, a good note from a bad, except when I see
the face of the singer cringe. There was no cringing tonight,
so it must have been good.

It is absolutely amazing how a show comes together so quickly.
The are worked on for weeks, and that final week of rehearsals
you can really see the shows start to jell. A lot more fun
watching from the outside. I know from experience, it isn’t as
much fun for the actors, until everything falls into place.

Here’s to more place falling tomorrow.

imdb quiz

If you haven’t been to the site imdb.com and you like and/or
watch movies, I give you permission to take a break from my
blog and visit it now: imdb.com

This site has everything about pretty much every movie: a
list of the actors and crew involved with clickable links so
you can see where else you’'ve seen them if they look familiar
or where else to find them if you like their work, trivia
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about movies, quotes, discussion boards, and much more. They
also have a movie rating system for users, so you can see if a
movie 1s going to be worth the time to watch it according to
popular opinion. Imdb lists keywords for movies, which I’'ve
often thought would make a fun game. I've posted some below
for you to try. These are the keywords imdb has listed for
some popular movies — I will give a hint — all but 2 are
movies made pre-1990. Keep in mind that I didn’t choose these
keywords; imdb chose them for whatever reason and some can
be quite strange! Let me know if you would like additional
hints, I can give you genre, actors, or just random hints,
happy guessing!

1. Punch / Kiss / Muscleman / Eggs / Fistfight

2. Bikini / Used Condom / Champagne / Broken Window /
Brother Brother Relationship

3. Coming Of Age / Controversial / Fantastic / Wish /
Wish Fulfillment

4. No Opening Credits / Tragic Incident / Talking Animal /
Copyright Infringement / Falsely Accused

5. Planet / Concert Scene / Box Office Flop / Laser /
Physicist

6. Miniaturization / Shrinking / Remake / Sword Fight /
Toy Soldier



